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INTO THE NATURE OF 
ZEMINDARY TENURES 


1 T'H E 


LANDED PROPERTY or BENGAL, &c. 


"Rs IN TWO PARTS. 
40:1 Lat 
AN A P FP 
INCLUDING 


A DISCUSSION of the GREAT NATIONAL QUESTION; 


Il bether, by the Grant and Condition of ſuch Tenures, the Zemindar, or the Seve- 
reign-Repreſentative- -Government, is to be confidered the legal real Proprietor of 
the Soil, as Landlord, according to the Laws and Conſtitution of the Mogul Em- 
pire in India, which are referred to, as proper to aſcertain the Rule of Right, in ax 
48 of the Britiſh Legiſlature, paſſed in the Year 1784. 


mM 


C 
l 


CT 
Ill 


* 


PF, 


— — 
* + 


| . | ; e + | EG DOE 

| B ©}. - nt 

9 << m < LE 3 | ? 
LATE SERRISHTEHDAR or BENGAL, = 


** Wl 


_ 5 * . 5 ” # 

r nd CE WG SAG LY S242 
p ? - — — 

: „ 33 _— Sf A 

5 0 PF” LSE 5 SIEGE GE Cw - . 


. ie Goel O * 9 O N. 
Printed for J. DEBRET T, oppoſite Bux LIN G ToN-Hovsg, Piecanpri.:y, 


M. DCC. CX. 


* 


Auualaalualadladualaclaadauaaalaale M M 


2 


Ss " 
tv 9 n 
YG be * 2,3 


MN ©, 


q 1 . j 4 +" . 4222 Q 1 34 G 7 
WY Wn \ . 8 Fee 
5 » - * 8 # 


EN O10. 


INTO THE NATURE OF 


ZEMINDARY TENURES. 


—ç— 


"Di A M Born Y 


PHE poſition may at firſt ſtartle men, who have been accuſtomed 
only to view the actual ſtate of property in Europe; nevertheleſs, 

it will be found to be a fundamental principle of financial legiflation in 
all the native States of Aſia, in the leaſt known to us, and under a ſimple 
- monarchical form of Government, that the Sovereign is ſole, univerſal 
proprietary Lord of the land;* and that the Ryozs, who are the huſbandmen 


or 


* The ſmall proprietary grants of land from the Prince, which form exceptions to this 
rule are, 1ſt. 4-tumgha, (literally and technically, heritable grants) beſtowed in Hin- 
doſtan in a very few inſtances, and to a ſmall amount, ſeldom exceeding a thouſand 
Tupees, or a 100l. per annum, to favoured ſervants, and learned or pious Mahomedans. 
Thoſe latter grants of al- tumgha, of extenſive territories to the Eaſt India Company, 
the Nabob of Arcot, &c. have only been in uſe ſince the year 1765, and derive their 
origin from the ſpirit of the Britiſh: Conſtitution, or the natural defire of Engliſh. 

ES B | ſubjects 


„ 


or peaſantry, hold directly of the Prince, by immemorial uſage, as 


perpetual Tenants in Capite, ſubject to the annual payment of a certain 
fixt portion of the groſs produce of the ſoil, in money or kind to be 
collected in the nature of a Revenue - rent, through the intermediate 
agency of Farmers-general, or temporary commiſſioned Officers of the 
Crown. Wherever a different rule prevails in Aſia, and not in a moun- 
tainous or deſert ſituation, it is a ſure indication of a forced and unnatural 
ſtate of Society, like that of Poland; where the cultivators of the ground, 
forming the great maſs of the people, are enſlaved and cruelly oppreſſed 
by a violent Ariſtocracy of Chiefs or Nobles, all ſtruggling for deſpotic 
individual rule, on the ground of lawleſs ambition, or pretended rights 
of inheritance. 


Nor does it appear that this great principle derives its origin from the 
æra of the vaſt conqueſts of the Tartars under Tamerlane, though locally 
modified according to the ſpirit of feudal inſtitutions, introduced by him 
or his deſcendants, throughout the whole of their acquired dominions, 


— 


ſubjects to acquire their poſſeſſions of land by a free perpetual tenure, and thus give the 
eſſential character of their proper national rights, to the temporary real property of an 


abſolute State. The Nabob of Arcot acquired his heritable right of al- tumgha through 


the channel of Engliſh rulers ; and he, with ſuch other natives as we have created or 
conſidered Princes, the more readily adopted our own ideas, as the principle of inheri- 
tance, or perpetual poſſeſſion, might ſerve as a barrier in future againſt ourſelves, and 
poſſible pretenſions of proprietary rights, to be otherwiſe apprehended in certain caſes, 
under the plea of expediency and circumſtance of ſuperior power, from the moſt equi- 
table government. 2d. Mudded-maſh, (literally ſubſiſtence) or Enaumat, (charitable 
donations) being ſmall grants of lands for religious or charitable uſes, which, though not 
in form or right made perpetual, have generally been ſo conſidered, and ſeldom or ever 
reſumed entirely by the Prince. 3d. Talootdarry, a number of ſmall grants to opulent 
individuals, reſident in or near the Muſſulman capitals, held by a tenure of a copy of 
the Crown rental, and by cuſtom become hereditary: in Bengal, amounting altogether 
to the yearly fixed aſſeſſment of about ninety-five thouſand rupees. 4th. Jagcerdarry 
grants are the great temporary fiefs of the Mogul empire. 5th. Nancar lands are the 
ſmall eſtates annexed to the office of Zemindar for his ſubſiſtence, in value about five 
per cent. of the whole Zemindary juriſdiction, held by temporary conditional grant. 


extending 


C:41 


extending geen the Chineſe Seas to the Mediterranean. On the contrary, 
we know from the moſt ancient authentic accounts of native writers, 
that it prevailed in Hindoſtan, in the time of the Hindoo Monarchs, 
before the firſt Muſſulman invaſion ; and that the proportion of the groſs 
annual produce of the ſoil, then claimed by the Prince as Revenue- rent 
from the Ryot, was ſettled at one fixth part of the whole. We alſo know, 
that the ſame principle, though applied to raiſe a larger ſhare of the total 
yearly produce of the land for the public, obtains to this day in all the 
States of Hindoſtan, which have eſcaped ſubjection to the Mahomedan 
power; and without exception throughout every one of the kingdoms of 
the further Peninſula of India. 


It might appear oſtentatious, as it would prove unſatisfactory, to refer 
to native authorities, yet untranſlated into any of the European languages, 
in proof of the univerſality of this financial ſyſtem, which affigns terri- 
torial rights of property, excluſively, to the Sovereign ; with the privi- 
lege of tenants i chief to the peaſantry, independent of any intermediate 
proprietary landholders,* over all the conquered eſtates of the Mogul 
Princes, where of courſe the feudal law hath taken place. We may, 
however, cite the inſtitutions of Tamerlane, Ghazan Khan, and Akber, 

which have been rendered into Engliſh, as fully eſtabliſhing the point of 

oriental law in queſtion; though the tranſlated verſion of the latter 
work, by a miſtake, or overſight of the author, makes no mention of 
the Rebba or fourth, ſtated in the original, as the ſtandard portion of the 
groſs produce of the land, to be annually liquidated in money-rent to 
Government, by the Ryots of Hindoſtan, in lieu of the larger propor- 
tions fixed, when Paid} in kind. 


To the writings of the moſt enlightened: philoſophic travellers, who 
have deſcribed the modern political ſtate of three of the great empires of 
Tartar conqueſt, we might, in like manner, refer for a confirmation of 
the old conſtitutional eſtabliſhment, and continued operation, of the 


52 vide note, page firſt. 
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fundamental eaſtern principle of finance here inſiſted upon; to Yolney's 
in his account of Syria, and the reſt of the Turkiſh dominions in Aſia 
to Chardin's, on the Government of Perſia; and Bermwer's, in his letter 
to the French miniſter, Colbert, on the ſtate of Hindoſtan. This laſt judi- 
cious obſerver, indeed, condemns the policy of not admitting private 
hereditary rights af landed property, with a gradation of ranks or nobles, 
as in France ; but undoubtedly it was from his ignorance of the relative 
ſituation of the Indian peaſantry, and of their actual immunities, which 
were always held formally ſacred by every wiſe and vigorous Adminiſtra- 
tion. And however difficult in practice, under a delegated deſpotic 
authority, conſtantly to reſtrain the unlicenſed oppreſſive exactions of 
numerous provincial intendagts and Zemindary officers of the royal 
exchequer; though checked by various forms, and in a chain of ſtrict 
local ſubordination to each other, from the Dewan of the Soubah, to the 
loweſt village Collector; yet we believe it will not be denied, that the 
population, agriculture, and internal proſperity of ſuch a country as 
Hindoſtan, where the wants of the people are ſo few, the ſoil ſo luxu- 
riant, the implements of induſtry, and perſonal labour ſo cheap, muſt 
increaſe and flouriſh, much more under a ſyſtem, which aſſigns free 
perpetual leaſehold occupancy of the land, at moderate fixed rates of aſſeſſ- 
ment, to ſmall farmers, who are themſelves the huſbandmen or culti- 
vators, than if it were parcelled out to great hereditary proprietary land- 
holders, eſpecially in ſuch vaſt irregular allotments of territory, as at 
preſent form official Zemindary thro throughout the Mogul 


empire. 


But it feems needlefs to have recourſe to ſuch general diſtant authori- 
ties for proof. The ſtill-exiſting well-known cuſtom of the Britiſh _ 
Dewanny provinces, eſpecially Bahar, of the Northern Circars and 
Tanjore, in the Decan; where grain, the ordi inary growth of the ſoil, 
when taken as rent in kind, is, or ought to be, equally divided between 
the Sovereign and Ryor, ſufficiently proves the relative fituation of both 
theſe deſcriptions of perſons, as landlord and enant, in the conſtitution 
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of Indian Society, N ay, in Bengal, where rents in kind have beerr 
chiefly commuted for a ſmaller pecuniary proportion of valued agricu]- 
- tural produce, the fame univerſal principle in finance is notorioufly ma- 
nifeſt in the nature of the yearly agreements concluded with the Zemin- 
dars, or other intermediate farmers of the Revenue, who are ſuppoſed 


to be rated for the entire collections made from the country avowedly, 


reſerving only, what is neceſſary to defray the expences and riſque of 
management, with a compenſation for their own perſonal agency. It is 
further daily evinced in the invariable practice, whatever may be the theore- 
tical opinions of the Company's repreſentatives in India, when on ſuſpenſion 
of the ordinary functions of a Zemindar, the lands are declared Kas, 
as being put under the direct ſuperintendence of the Khalſa, for the pur- 
poſe of collecting the entire rents, by its own immediate officers, from 
the peaſantry, in behalf of Government; and likewiſe in all cafes of al- 
| lowed remiflions on the Bundobuſt, or annual Revenue agreement, on 
the ground of real or pretended failure of the crops, by the uſage which 
ordains, that thoſg remiſſions ſhall be made to the Ryois, and not to the 
Zemindars, who are only conſidered as- intermediate agents in the col- 
lections, though formally reſponſible as Contractors, or Farmers-Ge- 


neral, for the total amount of their reſpeCtive yearly engagements of 


rent. 


Accordingly, to give a ſummary view of what hath been advanced on: 


this fide of the queſtion, and ſhew its local application in practice, it 


may be obſerved, that ſuch is the invariable principle, though looſely 
underſtood and applied, on which the Revenues have been generally 


managed, under every Engliſh Adminiſtration in Bengal, from the period 


of the firſt territorial acquiſitions there, to the preſent moment. It was 


the only principle that could juſtify. the diſmiſſion of one Zemindar, to 


make room for another; to diſmember the juriſdictions of ſome, and 

occaſionally ſuſpend. the authority of all; to reſume the entire collections 
of their diſtricts for Government, with the reſervation of only a ſmall 
portion, about one-tenth of the proprietary rents, under the denomination. 


of Maſbhaira, as the ſuppoſed legal monthly allowance they were entitled 
| to, 


, 
] 
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te, on the idea-of being thus deprived of Nancar, and all their other 
official rights and privileges. Such is the principle of the various Hufta- 


- bood inveſtigations, at all times cuſtomary; and which have ſo often 


taken place fince 1760, throughout all the Britiſh provinces, to aſcertain 
the actual gr9/5 collections of theſe countries, and appropriate the 20e 
amount for the uſe of the State, with exception only of the neceſſary 
charges of Zemindary management, under the head of Serinjammy. Such 
zlſo, neceſſarily, is the principle of the gtant of Sunnud to, and a yeaily 
Bundobuſt or agreement with Zemindars, for the entire cuſtomary or 
eſtabliſhed rents, prohibitory of any increaſe in their ſeveral juriſdictions, 
after deducting the Muſcoorat, or compromiſed amount for incurred 
expences of Mofuſſil, or provincial agency; and keeping in repair the 
embankments, or other works, required for the encouragement and ſecu- 
rity of agricultural operations. Finally, ſuch is the eſſential principle of 
the independent perpetual leaſehold tenures of the Ryots, obtained from 
the immediate officers of Government; of the uſage of advancing their 
Tuckavy, or pecuniary aid, to ſtimulate more extenſive undertakings in 
huſhandry ;—of compenſating for the value of ground, of which they 
may be rather compulſively deprived, for public or private uſes, by the 
hand of power;—of directing remiſſions of the Zemindary Bundobuſt, 
for any calamitous loſſes, to be made, not to the farming Contractor him- 
ſelf, but through him to the peaſant, who is conſidered as the only 
ſufferer ; —of the rule called Buttai, in dividing crops between the 
huſbandman and Government, where rents are paid in kind ;—and of 
the ſettlement called Jummabundy Nekdy, where paid in money, ſup- 
poſing a fixed proportional aſſeſſment of one-fourth, charged with 20 per 
cent. for Zemindary management on account of the State, altogether to 
be levied on the baſis of actual meaſurement, and preſumed conſtant 
fillage of all the lands in occupancy, with a medium valuation of their 


groſs yearly produce. In ſhort, ſuch is the univerſal p:inciple diſcerni- 
ble in every part of the eaſy, ſimple, well-conſtituted ſyſtem of Indian 


finance, whether in conſidering the nature and ſources of Revenue 
1 mode, 


7 ] 
mode of management, or the amount annually collected for the uſe of 


the Sovereign. | < | 


In theory, therefore, this principle, though never accurately defined, 
or cloſely followed in practical operations, ſo as to realize the full dues 


of the Engliſh Government, was, nevertheleſs, generally underſtood 


and acted upon. It was brought forward and avowed in this ſhape, 
ſupported by the ſtrongeſt evidence, in the Report of a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons in 1772; an extract of which wilt be found in the 
Appendix (No. I.) Nor was it ever properly called in queſtion, or at 
all made a ſubject of controverſy, before the year 1775. At that period 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, and New Government General of. Ben- 
gal, having been eſtabliſhed at the ſame time, began to differ on the 


ground of their reſpective rights of juriſdiction. To underſtand the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the diſpute, it is neceflary to touch on a circumſtance in- 


cident to the Revenue ſyſtem of the country, which will further develope 
the great conſtitutional principle of its formation, here ſo much inſiſted 


upon. 


The Zemindars, or rather their rapacious profligate managers. in an- 
ticipation of the harveſt crops produced in three ſeaſons of the year, and 
from which they are ſuppoſed to fulfil their engagements of rent to the 
Sovereign, have been accuſtomed to borrow from private individuals at 
high intereſt, from two to five per cent. per month, as much money as 
they could obtain, on their perſonal ſecurity, or mortgage of the enſuing 
crop, on pretence of paying in their monthly inſtallments to the public 
Exchequer, but really with the fraudulent intention of withholding 
what they could of the loans thus received, knowing that the whole 
_ would be conſidered by a Court of Law, as an uſurious contract, when 
the monthly rate exceeded two per cent. On all theſe occaſions, how- 
ever, though the debt might be incurred on legal terms, Government 
was never, in any degree, reſponſible for it, and the high premium 
given was thought fully adequate to the riſque of non- payment. Nei- 

ther 


I 


ther could the Nancar lands of the Zemindar himſelf, if diſcovered, much 
leſs thoſe of the Khalſa or Jageer, be attached to anſwer his debt. It 
was alone the commiſſion of five per cent. on the net collections to 
which he was entitled for agency, or any other part of his perſonal pro- 
perty falling within the reach of his creditor, that conſtituted the lawful, 
and ſometimes effective ſecurity of the latter; though powerful influence 
frequently induced Adminiſtration to compel ſatisfaction to be made from 
ſuch other funds of the Zemindar, as might be expediently touched by 
the ſtronger hard of public authority. Nevertheleſs, about the time 
before referred to (1775) it is believed, that unliquidated private claims 
of the nature here deſeribed, might have been made out againſt the 
whole body of Bengal Zemindars, to the amount of three millions ſter- 
ling, and chiefly on the foundation of high-accumutated intereſt, in a 
lapſe of many years, on the original principal ſum lent. To ſubſtan- 

tiate a conſiderable portion of this debt, genuine bonds, which had been 
annually renewed, could be produced; and unfortunately, the Company's 
allowance of Moſhaira, fettled on the Zemindars in 1773, when 
deprived of their reſpective offices, under the ſyſtem then adopted of 
managing the Revenues by temporary farmers, preſented a large fund 
of available aſſets to the new Court of Judicature, for the diſcharge 
of what muſt have appeared to it in the light of proper legal demands; 
while the claimants themſelves, rather eonſidering their debts as deſpe- 
rate, would be rejoiced to ſacrifice half, or any greater part of the whole, 


. if recovered, to lawyers, or other intelligent agents, * were nn 


to undertake their cauſe in a legal proſecution.* 


Accordingly, - many ſuits were inſtituted in Calcutta, and ſome de- 
crees paſſed, to realize thoſe claims, by ſeizing the perſons or moveable 
property of the Zemindars, who. being regarded merely as officers. of 
Government, were held to be amenable to the juriſdiction of the Court, 
in terms of the recent Engliſh charter of juſtice. The Company's. ad» 


* Vide Appen. No, IV. A. B. and G. 
miniſtration, 
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miniſtration had certainly many cogent public reaſons for oppoſing theſe 
locally unconſtitutional proceedings; but they appear to have been at a 
loſs what ſpecific plea to offer in reſiſting the authority of the Court. If 
the Zemindars were allowed to be ſervants of the Company, they were 
legally amenable to the Court; if proprietors, they were not ſubject ro 
its juriſdiction. But then a greater evil might enſue in the latter caſe, 
which would be the power of Zemindars to enfranchiſe themfelves from 
all controul, and their real neceſſary ſtate of dependence on the De- 
wann y Government.“ In this dilemma the opinion of the Advocate Ge- 
neral was reforted to; and he attaching hinnſelf to the literal meaning of 
the word . Zemindar, as land- holder, pronounced, that quoad Ze- 
mindars” they were not ſubject to the juriſdiction of the Court. . On 
that ground, therefore, the repreſentatives of the Company choſe to act, 
and influenced the Zemindars to plead againſt the juriſdiction. A re- 
ference to the ternis of a Zemindary Sunnud, (patent, or commiſſion of 
appointment) would have ſettled the matter in diſpute deciſively and at 
once; but it is a curious fact, that neither party, throughout the whole 
conteſt, appear to have thought of producing an inſtrument, which 
nevertheleſs was declared to be eſſential in eſtabliſhing the rights of a Ze- 
mindar. The truth ſeems to be, if the nature of a Sunnud was then 
at all known or underſtood, that the determination to which it muſt 
infallibly lead, whatever that might be, would ſome way or other mili- 
tate with the public views and intereſts of both parties. For if the 
Zemindar was found to be an officer, it would be the ruin of the whole 
elaſs of individuals under ſuch. deſcription, / and prove extremely, embar- 
raſſing to Government; at the ſame time, with, ſuppoſed prevention of 
juſtice, the expected buſineſs of the Court would be much diminiſhed, 
on the idea that no ſuits could be looked for at the inſtance of the Zemin- 
dars againſt their ſuperiors in office; and it was already conſidered as a 
hardthip, that the lawyers had loſt a conſiderable part of their practice in 
conſequence of the meaſures of the Company's adminiſtration. On the 

| Se \ other 


© © Vide Appen. No. IV. C. D. and F. + Vide Appen. No. IV. H. 
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other hand, if the Zemindar was adjudged to be a proprietary land- 


holder, in right of his Nancar, greater inconveniences might follow the 
deciſion, as well to the Company in the management of their Revenues, 
as to the officers of the Court, in being abſolutely and for ever ex- 
cluded from the larger advantages to be hoped for, in the recovery by 


forms of Engliſh law, of the private debts due from the Zemindars,— 


The probability, however, of the reſult, both from the letter and ſpirit 
of the terms of a Sunnud, went rather to the former ſuppoſed: caſe, 
which involved the ruin of the Zemindars; and accordingly, the oppo- 
ſition to a proceſs of inquiry for aſcertaining the doubtful right of the 
Court's juriſdiction, aroſe on the part of Government, which might not 


be ſo ſucceſsful in parrying, by the interpretation of a __ Os Pow 


tenſions of e if . determined.“ 


However this may have been, a . of ficapls fact was aſs 
upon as a matter of opinion; and a new doctrine, founded on a verbal 
tranſlation of the 'term Zemindar, was pretty generally embraced, and 
powerfully ſupported by a member of the Supreme Council, in a very 
able literary performance, ſuggeſting a plan for the future management 


of the Bengal Revenues. 7 Thus diverted from the genuine ſource of 


information, a great field for controverſial ſpeculators opened itſelf, in 
the ambiguity of general terms of ſpeech, inaccurate. definitions, the 
mixt nature of Zemindary employments, contradictions between the 


theory and practice of the exiſting ſyſtem, whether ariſing from igno- 


rance, the contention of different views and intereſts, or the corruption 
of the native executive: Adminiſtration. 'The Governor-General, and 
many of the Company's fervants in ſubordinate departments of the Re- 
venue, were committed in their opinions, to vindicate the plea ſet up 
againſt the juriſdiction of the Court, by declaring indefinitely, that the 


Zemindars were land-holders, and not ſervants of Government; and as 


a neceſſary conſequence of fuch condition, which, on the vague idea of 


* Vide Appen, No. IV. E. F. and G. i + In 1776. 
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proprietorſhip, would preclude all further inquiry into their relative ſitua- 
tion, that they held their lands by a right of inheritance, but without 
any referenct to the mode of acquiring or aſcertaining the tenures thus 


aſſerted to be veſted in them. Theſe opinions, ſo well calculated to catch 


the prejudices of the people of England, who were generally unac- 

quainted with the principle of Eaſtern Governments, that reſts public 
proſperity on the eaſe, freedom, and perpetual leaſes of millions & huſ- 
bandmen, rather than on the civil exiſtence of a few hundreds of great 
intermediate landed proprietors, only eſſential to preſerve the conſtitu- 
tion of free States, had a powerful influence in eſtabliſhing a belief in the 
new doctrine, and finally over-ruling the diſputed pretenfions of the 
Court. The definition of Zemindary rights, which, on this occaſion, 
was given in evidence to a Committee of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons,“ 
by a number of well-informed reſpectable gentlemen, who had been in 


the ſervice of the Company in India, and ſome of them after the recent 


altercation with the Court of Judicature in Bengal, could not but cor- 
reſpond, in a great meaſure, with the local ideas entertained there by 
members of the Government, and others, who firſt were called on to 
diſcuſs argumentatively the ſubject in queſtion, and might be ſuppoſed 
ſufficiently furniſhed with the beſt-written materials and oral teſtimony 
to guide their judgement. | 


Soon after this determination, however, other events, namely, the 
expulſion of the Zemindar of Benares, the appointment of a ſucceflor, 
and the larger conſtitutional aſſeſſment of that diſtrict, turned again the 
attention of the Britiſh Legiſlature to the aſcertainment of the real rights 
of the Zemindars, and other natives of India, ſuppoſed to be infringed 
by the Company's repreſentatives abroad. Accordingly, in conformity 
to the injunction of an Act of Parliament, in 1784, and implied orders 
from the Court of Directors, the great queſtion of Zemindary pretenſions 


to the property and inheritance of their territorial juriſdictions, was for- 


* In 178 12. 
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. 
— agitated by the Board of nnn 


members of which unanimouſly reſolved, x after the moſt mature conſi- 


Aeration of Sunn uds, records, practice, and local information, that the 


Zemindars had neither proprietary, nor heritable rights to the lands they 


held under che conſtitution! of the Mogul Government ; but that their 
tenures were merely temporary and official, in terms of their reſpective 
grants. The Board appear, however, to have miſtaken for a regular 
deed of the native Exchequer, the form of the annual Bundobuſty Sun- 
nud, deviſed by the Company's Superintendant of the Khalfa in 177%, 
and intended to ſerve as a ſubſtitute for the old permanent couſtitutional 
form of Zemindary appointments, which unfortunately being declaratory 
of the inveſtiture of an office, with exaction of the collected yearly rents, 


and certain other civil or financial ſervices, was the cauſe of great em- 


barraſſment; for, if referred to, it muſt neceflarily refute the new dac- 

trine that repreſented the occupants to be land-holders, and as ſuch had 
exempted them from the juriſdiction of the Supreme Court ng the 

conteſt with the local Dewanny Government. | 


The . — on which this laſt authoritative deciſion of 
the Revenue Adminiſtration of Bengal was founded, had been manifeſted 
and eſtabliſhed as early as the year 1784, before the queſtion of Zemin- 
dary rights was at all propoſed for open diſcuſſion, in a treatiſe intitled, 
A Political Survey of the Northern Circars ; a work ſubmitted to the con- 
fideration of the Government-general and Council, in their ſecret depart- 
ment, by a civil. ſervant of the Company, who had been ſome time in 
the capacity of Public Miniſter at the Court of the Nixam, the only ge- 
nuine Mogul Prince in Hindaſtan, actually ruling his dominions confor- 
mably to the laws and conſtitution of India, as obſerved under the Impe- 
rial deſcendants of Timur. A ſimilar performance by the ſame gentle- 
man was in like manner brought forward, on the occaſion above - men · 
tioned, under the title of An Analyſis of the Finances of Bengal, corrobo- 


* In 1786. 4 vide Appen. No, V. 
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gating the recent and final determination of the Board of Revenue, and 
applying the principles thus unitedly eſtabliſhed, to a propoſed correction 
of the corrupt management locally introdueed at the period of the De- 
wanny acquiſition. ; as well as to enforce a ſcheme of improving the actual 
condition of the peaſantry, involving a reſtoration of exiſting ſources 
of public income only fraudylently diverted, or withheld from the Com- 


pany's Exchequer. 


Accordingly, the Britiſh Government-general in India, on theſe 

grounds of procedure, and its own more ſpecial inveſtigation, unani-- 
mouſly and deliberately adopted in fact, the principles, views, and plan 
of reformation thus ſuggeſted in the Reyenue department ; and in con- 
ſequence created the new important office of Serr;/bjehdar (vide Appen. 
No. II.) the object of which was, without violating any of the eſtabliſhed 
forms of Adminiſtration, or individual rights of executive members, ex- 
cept in the ſuperceſſion of a native Dewan. and his officers, to carry 
what was conceived to be the true practical financial ſyſtem of the coun» 
try into effect, under the authority, and in the {ſpirit of the regulating 
Act of Parliament paſſed in 1 1784, ind e the 22:3, Year 
chroughout Bengal. | 


But this operation was ſcarcely commenced, when a change in the 
Government took place, which occaſioned firſt a ſuſpenſion, and at 
length a total ſuppreſſion of the projected ſcheme of reform. It would 
be foreign to the purpoſe of the preſent inquiry, to enter into a detail 
of the circumſtances productive of theſe events. It may be ſufficient to 
obſerve, that the Adminiſtration which had adopted the principles of the 
new, or rather of the improperly ſubverted conſtitutional ſyſtem f 
the Moguls, was entirely diſſolved, and replaced by another, the mem-- 
bers of which were not only unacquainted with the grounds of the a- 
ſures recently purſued, but came from Europe prepoſſeſſed in favour of he 
old, declaredly corrupt, and then locally exploded ſyſtem of the Com- 
pany's former Dewanny management, perhaps, under injunctions drawn 


out 
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Vvut conformably to its ſpirit, which they were CG to fulfil, & 


having met their previous approbation ; if the very act of paſſing theſe 
ihn Mons in England might not have been a proviſional ſtipulation in 


accepting the official reſponfiblliry of executing them in India. 


However this may be, a very early proof was given of the intention 
of the new Government-general to abrogate virtually the ſyſtem of 
finance found actually eſtabliſhed, under the operation of the recent Act 
of Parliament before referred to, and revert to the ſuperſeded vicious 
modes of former management through native agency. The Serri/hteh- 
dary office, the only remains of that ſyſtem, had been chiefly inſtituted 


to check the native officers of the Exchequer at the Preſidency, which, 


in the name of their principal, had before, in fact, the entire efficient 
Adminiſtration of the public Revenues uncontrouled ,—lecing that the 
reſponſible immediate Britiſh ſervants of the Company, acting in a ſuper- 
intending committee, as ſtrongly expreſſed by one of its ableſt preſidents, 

were only to be conſidered as tools in the hands of their Dewan. Yet 
in the beginning of 1787, the occupant of this newly-created employ- 
ment, the Serriſhtehdar, was called upon officially to propound queries 
on the ſubje& of Zemindary rights, to thoſe natives placed in a certain 
degree under his own authority, and to whoſe malverſation and miſinfor- 
mation, all the diſorders occurring, or complained of, in the revenue 
department, had been traced, more particularly by himſelf; who there- 
fore without declining the taſk aſſigned, diſcharged his proper duty in 
making the replies, as will appear in the appendix, No. III. | 


Another ſtronger and more decifive proof of the ſame ſettled intention 
was manifeſted in ſpring 1788, on a propoſition being made to Govern- 
ment 10 annul all illegal taxes, and reftrift itſelf to ſuch as were legal,” 


ſhewing at the ſame time collaterally, that the reſtriction thus to be 


impoſed, however parodoxical it may ſeem, would, in fact, not only operate 
as a relief to the Ryots, but be productive of a great additional Revenue to 


he Company, by oe of continued yeady defalcations, originally 
made 


12 

made from the lawful aſſeſſment of the country, at the period of the 
Dewanny acquiſition in 1765. In conſequence of this ſuggeſtion, the 
Serriſhtehdar, who was the official propoſer, was immediately directed to 
be veſted with the more lucrative poſt of a collector, to be detached from 
the preſidency, on the oſtenſible ground of trying, by his individual 
experience locally, the reſult of which might be known in three or four 
years afterwards, the . praclicability and elegibility of carrying into execu- 
tion his own propoſition.” Now, if that propoſition had been merely 
to increaſe the national income in a time of great public diſtreſs, by diſco- 
vering the equitable means of doing it, from alienated funds of former 
eſtabliſhment, with unauthoriſed extraordinary exactions of the Zemin- 
dars, which together, though partially oppreſſive, might not extend to 
the proper dues of the Exchequer, in its right to a proportional ſhare of 
the groſs yearly produce of the ſoil, regularly levied; yet the blow thus 
aimed at the total annihilation of the Serriſhtehdary, could, in fairneſs, 
have been eaſily warded off by the obvious unanſwerable argument, that 
one proof more, of great Revenue defalcations in a ſingle diſtrict, or of 
its capacity to pay a larger rent than at preſent realized to the Company, 
could not give any Ads weight of relative conſideration, to the 
numberleſs proofs already eſtabliſhed to the ſame effect, from Haſtabood 
inveſtigations of the ceded provinces of Bengal; from others carried on 
in wha Zemindaries, and leſſer divifions of the Dewanny portion of 
territory; with innumerable inſtances of ſurplus contributions, clandeſ- 
tinely raiſed by the Zemindars, from the country, after liquidation bf 
the higheſt legal demands on account of the State. But, as the propo- 
ſition in queſtion went no farther than to ſuggeſt a regulation, effentially 
neceſſary to be enforced in every civilized Government, not actually in 
a ſtate of anarchy, in order to parry a ſtroke that would have terminated. 
the exiſtence of the Serriſhtehdary, it feemed ouly requiſite to evince the 
abſurdity of making an experiment, of the practicability and eligibility. 
of adopting ſuch a regulation, to be the profeſſed object of the R 
appointment to a colleQorſhip. 
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At length, in 1789, the meaſure was reſolved upon, and in the month 


of May of that year a regulation iſſued, in the firſt inſtance for the pro- 


vince of Bahar, ordaining, that a ten years ſettlement, eventually. beyond 
the period of the Company's charter, thould be made with the Zemin- 


dars, who are therein declared to be the actual proprietors of the foil, 
under a- ſtipulation of paying into the public Exchequer (what will pro- 


bably not exceed) the amount of the preſent madequate fallacious rent- 
roll, impoſed by native agents on their maſters in the Dewanny manage- 
ment, as the true effective ſtandard of the whole. groſs collections made 
from the Ryots. It will doubtleſs be thought extraordinary, when the 
grounds of a meaſure ſo important in ts conſequences are properly under- 
ſtood;—a meaſure, which puts an end to a ſyſtem of reform actually 
begun, and with the faireſt proſpect of producing immediate relief to the 


Company, merely by recovery of Revenue defalcations yearly for the 
time to come; which limits in its principle the right, if not eventually 


the power, of railing, at any fut ure period, the leaſt additional ſupply, 
beyond the demand of the actually ſcanty peace eſtabliſhment, * 
may be the public exigencies from the extraordinary occaſions of War; * 


which goes, 1ſt, to reduction of the. Sovereign's moſt eſſential preroga- | 


tives; 2dly, to create or eſtabliſh in a diſtant « conquered deſpotic ſtate, a 

great intermediate claſs of native proprietary land-holders, which muſt 
ever be averſe to forei gn rulers, yet having. thus the i incentive of going 
into, are alſo to be furniſhed ſufficiently with the means of ſupporting 
rebellion; and 3dly, to an innovation of till greater miſchief, in, ſub- 
jecting, virtually, the legal, facred rights of property veſted in the Ryots, 


* The idea of reſerving a ſource of future extraordinary Revenue, by ſeparating Gunges 
and Buzars (granaries and market-places) from the Zemindaries, which would be juſt the 
fame thing as diſmembering land to the fame value in point of right; and taxing ſuch 
articles as may be brought thither for ſale, being certainly no other than the mere 
neceſſaries of life, ſuch as grain, ſalt, oil, and vegetables, muſt be thought equally 
abſurd, as the meaſure, if attempted, would be in the higheſt degree oppreſſive to the 
poorer natives, without ever producing half the revenue that the Company have lately 
relinquiſhed, in giving up the old regulating commercial duty of 2 per cent. on the 
exports and imports of the country, chiefly in manufactures or luxuries, | 
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to the arbitrary will of ignorant tyrannic Zemindars, rendered only more 
abſolute, / under propoſed, but certainly inefficient forms of limitation to 
their power of rent-exaCtions; in ſhort, a meaſure which totally alters 
the ſtate of landed property, with the relative ſituation of the different 
orders in ſociety; ſets aſide the long eſtabliſhed inſtitutes and cuſtoms of 
the country, by which alone the tenure of dominion can be rightfully 


held, or worthy of keeping, and gives a new unnatural conſtitution to 


the mn cg in India. 


+l 


But when” ir is known, that the foundation of ſuch a meaſure reſts 


almoſt ſolely on the opinion of a ſingle individual, againſt the deliberate 
determination of all his colleagues in the executive Revenue Adminiſtra- 
tion of Bengal, confirmed by an implied unanimous deciſion of the pre- 
— * ſup perior Government ; that this opinion is wholly unſupported in 
; ou 15 juſtice," „or in policy; then it may be ſuppoſed, that its influence 
| an Cc n ber | operation will be of very ſhort duration ; yet, as a want 
. locar knowledge 1 18 general, and an apparent indifference to the ſtate 
of the Company” s concerns in India, ſeems prevalent in this country, and 
miglit give effect with ſtability to the preſent unconſtitutional arrange- 
ments abroad, it is the duty of all thoſe who are ſenſible of the impend- 
ing danger, to ſtep forward, and, with ſuch information and abilities as 
they may poſſeſs, endeavour” to awaken and fix the public attention to 
objects of the greateſt national 7 
It is in this view 12 an inquiry into the nature of Zemindary tenures in 
the landed property of Bengal has been now thought proper, as a neceſſary 
preliminary queſtion to be diſcuſſed, before a right concluſion can be 
drawn, with reſpect to the merits of two oppoſite ſyſtems of finance, 
involved in the alternative deciſion, that either the Sovereign or Zemin- 
dar has been, and ſtill is rightfully, the real proprietary Lord of the 
ſoil. It ſeems of no conſequence, however inſignificant, or who the 
perſon may be, as an individual member of the community, that ventures 
to enter upon ſuch an inquiry, if he ſtates facts which are incontrover- 
tible, and produces materials ſufficient to form the baſis of a final juſt de- 


D | termination. 
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termination. But, as an irregular attempt has been made on a fingle 
opinion, founded chiefly on the imperfect information, and therefore, 
erroneous reaſoning of the traveller Bernier, to paſs over the queſtion of 
fat, and reſt the propriety of the meaſures of Government, rather on 
the policy of admitting the diſputed rights of the Zemindars, ſo it may 


not be improper to anticipate here, that /econd queſtion, namely, of po- 


licy, though it can only legally, and according to order, be decided by 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, after having diſcufled the h; that is, antici- 
pating it in oppoſing the opinion alluded to, by another, which has been 
thought of equal weight, though only an affirmation on the part of the 
Author of this diſquiſition, that the queſtion to be agitated reſolves itſelf 
neceſſarily in policy, as well as in act, into the four following alterna- 
tive propoſitions or heads of inquiry; namely, iſt, Whether the Eaſt- 
India Company ſhall aſſert the validity of their Sunnds, and avow their 
right under thoſe deeds to the Zemindary of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs 

of Calcutta, or entirely diveſt themſelves of that ſpecies of territorial ju- 
riſdiction, by diſclaiming the authority of ſuch grants ?—2d, Whe- 
ther they ſhall be juſt to themſelves, their creditors, and the Engliſh 


nation, by realizing the legal expedient acquiſition of upwards of one 


million fterling yearly Revenue to the State, or ſuffer the continuance of 
the dangerous ſyſtem of allowing ſo much to be colluſively embezzled 
by numberleſs intermediate agents—be employed in ſupporting a refrac- 
tory ſpirit, and ſometimes open rebellion, ever eaſy to be inſtigated in 
Hindoſtan, by thoſe who may have hopes of ſharing the benefits of 
plunder and forfeiture, to be expected on ſuppreſſing it—or ſecretly 
made uſe of in ſapping the foundations of Government by a certain appli- 
cation of the means, whenever fo afforded, of corrupting individuals in 
oſtenſible miniſterial power, or poſſeſſing inviſible influence? 3d, Whe- 
ther they ſhall ſupport the authority, real advantage and permanency, or 
permut the gradual decline and ruin of the Britiſh Sovereignty in India, 
4th, and finally, being the moſt material point in iſſue, Whether the 
Ryots or peaſantry, forming the great maſs of the people, are henceforth 
to be ſecured in liberty and property, as ordained by their own laws, 
and enjoined by a Britiſh Act of Parliament; or, their intereſts to be ſa- 

| | crificed 


. 

crificed in a ten years ſettlement, or eventually for ever, be wholly 
given up to the diſcretion of a few ignorant, mercileſs deſpots, as erro- 
neouſly conſidered hereditary proprietary land-holders, as they are truly 
acknowledged to be in moſt caſes the vicious tools of their more-de- 
praved irreſponſible dependents ; and thus, on the miſtaken grounds of 
the relative fituation, rights, and uſes of three or four hundred Zemin- 
dars, in the conſtitution of Indian Society, the Britiſh nation be in- 
duced virtually to change the condition of millions of the moſt uſeful, 
inoffenſive, peaceable ſubjects in the univerſe, from a ſtate of actual 
freedom and legal ſecurity in their poſſeſſions, to that of the baſeſt inevi- 
table ſlavery, and moſt cruel oppreſſion ; under the inefficacy of any pro- 
poſed reſtraints or formal controul, neceffarily deviſed in ignorance, 
when militating with the wiſeſt and long-eſtabliſhed regulations of paſt 
experience, and executed in corruption, when effectively left as they 
muſt be, mediately or immediately, to native agency. 
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AD. Seu bon of tbe great NM ational Dueftion, of POOR bak 
Rights of Property and Inheritance in the Lands of Ben- 
gal; exhibiting all the Arguments which have been uſed for 
and againſt their being poſſeſſed of ſuch Rights, reaſoning 
on the Queſtion abſtractediy, rather as a Matter of Specu- 
lation, than of fact. 


AnSGUWMENT 


IT is affirmed, *©* That the property of the lands of Bengal is, according 
to the laws and cuſtoms of the country, an inheritable property, and that 
it is, with few exceptions, veſted in certain natives, called Zemindars, or 
land-holders, under whom other natives, called Talookdars and Ryots, hold 
certain ſubordinate rights of property, or occupancy in the ſaid lands; that 
the ſaid natives are Hindoos, and that their rights and privileges are 
grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a long ſeries of family 
ſucceſſion, and fair purchaſe ; that it appears Bengal had been under the 
dominion of the Mogul, and ſubjecti to a Mahomedan Government for above 
two hundred years ; that while the Mogul Government was in its vigour, 
the property of the Zemindars was held ſacred.” 


It is denied, that the property of any lands in Bengal, excepting thoſe 
held under the ſpecial grant of 4/iumgha, and conditional Talookdary and 
Ryoty tenures, 15, or can be confidered, according to the laws and 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of the country, an inheritable property, or that it is 
otherwiſe veſted in any claſs of Hindoo ſubjects, as real property, in the 
common Engliſh acceptation of the terms; but belongs excluſively to 
the Crown, under the deſcription of Khalſa, or royal domains; and of 
Jageer, or feudal poſſeſſions; the latter beſtowed for life, or officially, 
on the higher Officers of State, Military Commanders, and Omrahs of 
the Court, conſtituting the great and only body of nobles, known 
throughout the whole and ſtill-exiſting diviſions of the Mogul empire, 
and 2 8 may alſo be conſidered as proprietors of landed eſtates of the 
nature of benefices, or temporary fiefs. 


It may, however, be admitted; 1ſt. That a poſſeſſive teure of cer- 
tain ſubordinate territorial juriſdictions, called Zemindaries, in virtue of 
a Sunnud, or written grant, determinable neceffarily with the life of the 
grantee, or at the pleaſure of the Sovereign repreſentative, is univerſally 
veſted in certain natives, called Zemindars ; that is, technically holders 
of land, merely as farmers-general, or Contractors for the annual rents 
of Government, with certain ſpecific allotments of landed property, 
called Nancar, or means of ſubſiſtence, included in their reſpective ju- 
riſdictions; ſuch property being always of ſmall comparative extent, 
ſeldom more than one-7wentieth part of the whole Zemindary, when 
rightfully held, and invariably annexed to the patent office of Zemindar, 
which generally confers, not only the ſubordinate management of the 
Revenue, but an inferior Junidical warned ſimilar to that of an Engliſh 


Juſtice of the Peace. 


. It may alſo be admitted, that within the larger Zemindary ju- 
riſdictions, ſometimes the proper official poſſeſſors of theſe, and in many 
inſtances, other natives, called Talookdars, hold certain copyhold rights 
of property, otherwiſe independent of the Zemindary; and which, be- 
ing of inconſiderable extent, of accurately-aſcertained value, and fixed 
rental, frequently acquired by purchaſe, though generally in the firſt in- 


ſtance, through Court-favour beſtowed on W N individuals reſident 
| in, 


1 


„ 
in, or near the Muflulman capitals, are uſually allowed to deſcend by 
the rule of inheritance ; and, with the ſpecial ſanction of the Dewanny, 
or financial Adminiftration, may be otherwiſe transferred or fold at the 
diſcretion of the actual occupant, reſerving ſe to the Crown its pro- 
per original dues of rent. 


3dly. It may be further admitted, that under both theſe diſtinctions of 
farming land-holders, called Zemindars and Talookdars, a third claſs of 
the natives called Ryots, (huſbandmen or peafantry) hold certain rights 
of property in the fame lands, independently of any intermediate orders 
of land-holders, as perpetual regiſtered tenants of the Crown in capite, 
by virtue of a leaſehold tenure in writing called Po7ah, inſuring to them, 
according to the eſtabliſhed uſage of the country, certain permanent un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion heritably, while they continue to pay regularly through 
Zemindar- contractors, farmers-general, or other appdinted collectors, 
the annual rents of Government at fixed ſpecified rates of aſſeſſment, 
in money or kind, proportioned to the Sovereign's general demand on 
the ſoubah, or province, formed on a medium of the groſs yearly produce 
of the ſoil; and alſo it may be allowed, while the Mogul Government 
was in its vigour, and ever ſince, through all parts of Hindoſtan under 
a regular Government, that ſuch right of perpetual property or poſſeſ- 
ſion, veſted in the Ryots, was, and has always been held ſacred; inſo- 
much, that the Emperors themſelves, if defirous of appropriating other- 
wiſe, for a particular purpoſe, any ſpot of ground in actual occupancy, / 
it would be required from the Pottah-holder, rather as an indulgence 
than a right, and he never could be legally deprived of it, without an 
adequate compenſation, which was uſually made to him through the in- 
termediate agency of the Zemindar. 


athly. It may be admitted, that the ſaid natives are chiefly Hindbos, 
though many of them be Mahomedans, and ſome are of the Chriſtian my 

ſuaſion: that beſides theſe, all the foreign companies are Talookdars; 
number of individual Europeans, moſtly Britiſh, are in the capacity of 
| 8 | 
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Ryots, and as ſuch are conſidered to poſſeſs, by deciſions of che local 
Courts of Engliſh Judicature, a permanent real property in their leaſe- 
hold Pottah-holdings of land, ſubject to ſtated Exchequer dues of rent, 
to be paid through the Zemindar, or other financial officer ; and that 
the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company unite in their own right, not only the 
higher tenure of dominion, but by formal ſpecific grants of a Jageer- 
dary, Zemindary, and Talookdary, all theſe lefler ſubordinate tenures of 
territorial juriſdiction, or property, with a ſpecial ſeparate firman, or 
charter, found neceſſary to eſtabliſh a perpetual right to the two former, 
| otherwiſe temporary inferior grants. And, moreover, that it appears, 
Bengal had been under the dominion of the Mogul above two hundred 
years, and ſubject to a Mahomedan Government at leaſt five hundred 
and fifty, to the preſent time ; in which period the former rude, paſto- 
ral forms of Hindoo ſocieties were virtually abrogated, though per- 
haps afterwards partially adopted, in the ſubſtituted, more civilized ſyſ- 
tematic inſtitutions of Muſſulman conquerors. 


SS C T2 0&-W I. 


Subſtance of the reaſoning Illuſtrations, and Inferences applied in ſup- 
port of the foregoing Affirmative Poſitions on the one ſide, and in 
like manner ſuch as have been ſet forth in Refutation or Denial, 
eſtabliſhing the Truth of the contrary Poſitions on the other fide of 
the Queſtion, eſpecially in the two material Facts aſſumed, that the 
Inheritance and Property of the Lands of Ben gal are legally veſted in 
the People called Zemindars. 


I. 
The word Zemindar is Perſian, and fignifies literally a land- bolder. 


ZEMINDAR is a compound Perſian word, which may be tranſlated 


literally a poſſeſſor or holder of land, but by any tenure, generally, whe- 
I ther 
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cher in freehold, copyhold, leaſchold, or ſimple occupancy, at the will 
of the landlord. It is the miſinterpretation of the generick term Ze- 
mindar, to expreſs the particular Engliſh idea of proprietary land-holder, 
that hath given riſe to ſo many ſpeculative and practical errors of late 
years in the regulation and management of our Indian finances. 


On the early conqueſts of the Mahomedans in Hindoſtan, towards 
the beginning of the 11th century, the Perſian word was probably ap- 
plied indiſcriminately to all thoſe Hindoos who were found in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of lands, whether in their own right, as independent, or tribu- 
tary Rajahs or Princes, or merely as delegates i in financial management, 
under the . vernacular appellation of r 


When about the middle of the 16th century, the ariſtocratical mo- 
narchy of the Patans, which had riſen on the ruins of many Hindoo 
principalities, fell under the dominion of the houſe of Timur, the Tar- 
tar feudal ſyſtem in its original pureſt form, and as ſtill exiſting, was 
univerſally introduced hroughoun the conquered lands.“ 


Akber, the great Mogul leader, in the true pri of his anceſtor Ta- 
merlane's inſtitutions, and of proprietary management, entered into the 
minuteſt detail of the rental of the empire by meaſurement of the lands, 
aſcertainment of their value, and preſcribing the portion of annual groſs | 
produce of the ſoil, to be paid by the Ryots, for the uſe of Govern- 
ment ; and having, of his whole conquered eſtates, reſerved to himſelf 
exten- 


* Before this, it is probable, that many of the Patan Chiefs, particularly in frontier 
provinces, held lands by a tenure of inheritance, with conditional military ſervices, 
which might have been termed Zemindaries. This was conſiſtent with the principles 
of their native Government in the mountains of ghani/tan, where the feudal ſyſtem 
did not prevail, and where they had' no nobles like the great feudatory Lords of the 
Moguls; nor any higher perſonal diſtinction than Khan, or Gentleman, which is ſtill 
a common patrionimic among individuals of that race, while wee as a title of honour 
by the Moguls, 
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extenſive imperial domains, he beſtowed the reſt as ——— beneficea 
on. his 3 wa eee * other follo wers. 


! botog 
: 


Throughout the nder diviſion of ny called Khalfa-Shereefa; 
or Royal Exchequer, he appointed certain officers for the internal ma- 
nagement of the Revenue- rent, and maintenance of the public peace, 
under the technical deſignation of Nr, as having charge, each, of a 
juriſdiction, rated at the yearly aſſeſſment of one crore of dams, or two 
and a half lacks of rupees; but the mode of collection throughout the 
latter, or Jageer portion, appears to have been left rather diſcretional with 
the temporary proprietors, and therefore may be ſuppoſed to have been 
irregular or variable, until by ſucceſſive reſumptions and appropriations 
of thoſe feudal grants, or interchanges with the Khalfa, all the lands of 
the empire were gradually ſubjected to the eſtabliſhed rules of the King's 
domain. It appears, however, from hiſtorical contemporary writings of 
the Perſians, who are fond, at the expence of perſpicuity, of applying 

various deſignations, whether of title, rank, or office, to the ſame per- 
- ſons, that theſe Krories were alſo known commonly by the different 
denominations of Malgoozars or renters, Aumildars and Aumilgaozars, or 
managers, Modadars or contractors, Tahfildars or collectors, Zemindars 
or farming land-holders; all names equally and familiarly deſcriptive of 
the condition, office, and functions of Krory among Mahomedans, as that 
of Chowdry continued to be amongſt the Hindoos, in their proper lan- 
- guage, until afterwards particularly applied by Government to denote a 
ſecondary rank of Zemindars. Nor was it before the reign of Alemgeer 
that the term Zemindar itſelf was technically adopted in its actual mixed 
ſenſe, of farming-official holder of land, or territorial juriſdiction; and 
ſubſtituted K. 8 ſuch definition, in the Sunnuds or deeds of grant, records, 
and other written forms of the Exchequer, inſtead of Krory, when this 
latter deſignation became inapplicable to the official charge beſtowed, 
from the inequality and altered value of territorial juriſdictions. Hence 
the ſame word Zemindar, being {till vulgarly applied as originally, to all 


r of * whether independent, tributary, or official, 
E fo 


* 


1 
fo it is no wonder if European foreigners ſhould ignorantly fall into a 
miſtake, and give imaginary proprietary rights to thoſe who were ſup- 
poſed to hold them; partly on the ground of the aſſumed conſequence of 
delegates, with ſome inconſiderable legal pretenſions of conditional free- 
hold property in the Nazcar lands by a tenure, only generally defined or 
imperfectly underſtood in the technical form of Sunnuds; and partly 
from a looſe analogy of correſponding terms with variable ideas, in the 
diſſimilar languages of two nations, whoſe Government, laws, and habits 
of thinking, are as wide of each other, as their po" ſituations on 
the face of the earth. 


II. 


It has been ſuppoſed that the Zemindars exiſted before the Mahomedan con- 
_ queſt of Bengal, and conſequently could not have been originally the en 
/ Government. 


ACCORDING to the preceding definition, and the fact, all the Ze- 
mindars of Bengal muſt be created by Sunnud; and in virtue of ſuch 
grant, their rights are, and can 85 be held 1.475 an official en 
tenure. 


It is not probable, that the den Perſian term Zemindar, was intro- 
duced in Hindoſtan before the Muſſulman ee. 


m. | 
If the Zemindars were mere officers of Government, as collectors, it has been 
aſked, how they came to be provided for in the Sbaſter? i. e. the Hindoo 
code of rehgion, which is of the remotęſt antiquity. 


THERE are at leaſt as many Shaſters on the Bedes, or Scriptures of 


the Hindoos, as there are commentaries on the Bible, and as little read, 


known, or attended to. 
Such 
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Such as treat of the ancient, but long ſince ſubverted Hindoo laws 
of the country, and can be conſidered genuine claſſical compoſitions, 
could not poſſibly refer to, or make mention of that deſcription of people, 


at preſent called Zemindars, in Bengal, without deſtroying the authen- 
ticity and claims of antiquity ſet up in behalf of thoſe literary works. 


IV. 
If aZz emindary was only an office, it has appeared unaccountable, that the 


Mogul conqueror ſhould diſpoſe of ſuch offices univerſally to Hindoos, and 
provide for his own people, who were Mahomedans, rather by Fageers, 


or aſſignments, on a Zemindary. 


IT was partly good policy, convenience, and neceſſity, which induced 
a preference to be given to Hindoos for the ſubordinate Mofuſſil, or Country 


offices of Zemindar. 


That people compoſed, perhaps, nine-tenths of the whole maſs of 
inhabitants, and were alone ſuited for the minute details requiſite in far- 
ming, managing, or collecting rents according to the financial agricul- 
tural ſyſtem of India; while a peaceable, bloodleſs diſpoſition, unifor- 
mity in language, religion and cuſtoms, excluſively qualified them to arbi - 
trate petty civil differences, ariſing among themſelves, in matters of Caſt, 


trifling quarrel, or perſonal property; as well as to maintain internally, 


the public peace and ſecurity of the highways, in the capacity of infe- 


rior provincial Magiſtrates Whereas the Mahomedans were few in 


number, more indolent, ignorant, intolerant, cruel, rapacious ; and being 
almoſt all ſoldiers by profeſſion, deſpiſing alike the civil occupations and 
ſervile timidity of the Hindoos, it would have been the worſt of policy, 
and the greateſt inhumanity, in a wiſe beneficent race of conquerors, 


acquainted with the diſpoſitions of their own people, to weaken, their 


military force and ſpirit by diſperſion; or, in filling executive Revenue 
employments for which they were entirely unqualified, introduce inevi- 
table diſorders, with intolerable oppreſſion over the peaſantry, and thereby 


E4 - provoke _ 
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provoke the enſlaved multitude to ſhake off a bags . 1 become 
tyrannica. 

But in fact the office of Zemindar was not univerſally beſtowed on 
Hindoos,, however expedient the rule of preference in their fayour mighr 
have been. A great number of Mahomedans in the diſtrifts of Bengal. 
hold the ſame patent appointments : and vice verſa, the Mahomedans for 
the moſt part enjoyed all the greater offices of ſtate, particularly Saubah- 
daries, Foujedaries, and ſpecial Aumildaries, or provincial high military 
commanderies, in different degrees, having each a Deꝛanny, or financial 
department, with annexed eſtabliſhments of feudal property, which gave 
the occupants entire deſpotic controul over all Zemindaries, —yet Hindoos, 
though rarely, have been nominated to the like ſuperior dignified truſts, 
and ſome of them as Zemindars have obtained Jageerdary grants for ſpe- 
cial military and marine ſervices, within the limits of their territorial 
juriſdictions; which was conferring virtually on ſuch individuals, the 
whole temporary property or uſufruct of the ſoil, in ſo much of the 
yearly rented produce as was thus appropriated, in addition to all the 
other advantages of their former official holding in the land, in the nature 
of a Zemindary tenure. 


5 


If a Zemindar was nothing but a collector, it has been very naturally obſerved 
as extraordinary, that a term more applicable to the office of colleftor 
das not adopted in the reign of Akber, when the Per ſian language Was 
firſt introduced in the forms of the Mogul Exchequer.. 


THE office of Zemindar was much more than that of a ſimple col- 
lector of the Revenue. His rank, condition, and employment were of 
a mixed nature; and therefore in common ſpeech or writing, the occu- | 
pants had various deſignations, as enumerated in the firſt article of this 
diſcuſſion ; while the technical term Krory, though applicable enough at 
the time it was introduced by the Hindoo financier Toore! Mull, in the 


1 reign 
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reign of Akber, fell into diſuſe from an alteration of circumſtances after 
the acceſſion of Alemgeer ; and then finally gave way for that of Zemin- 
dar, adopted under a Muſſulman Revenue Adminiſtration, as more 
expreſſive of the actual complex nature of a public charge; which united 
by the ſame deed of grant,. a. ſmall conditional eſtate of Janded property 
for ſubſiſtence, with the greater official holding of territory in juriſdiction | 
and farm... | f 


R 
A denial of the poſition that Lemindars had the property of their Zeminda- 
ries, has been ſtrained to the ſuppoſed meaning that ihe Hindoos generally 
were not poſſeſſed of territorial rights before the Mogul conqueſt; and on 
this idea it ſeemed abſurd to have given them the title of Lemindan, 
implying a tenure, and thought equivalent to the acknowledgement of a 
right. | 


IT is admitted that Hindoo Princes had property in the lands before 
the Mahomedan conqueſt ; but ſuch property was of courſe transferred to 
their conquerors. In Bengal it appears there were two or three Rajahs of 
great conſideration, and theſe undoubtedly, according to the ſyſtem of 
ſtill exiſting. Hindoo prineipalities unſubdued, had their CH. ies, or 
managers, for the financial Adminiſtration of the provinces. The prin- 
cipals were cut off, and the Muſſulmaus uſurped their rights; but might 
probably have continued many of their ſubordinate officers in all the infe- 
rior departments of the State. Such of theſe as were employed in the 
Revenue line, in the capacity of intendants, collectors, or farmers- 
general of the public rents, were at firſt called by the Mogul conqueror, 
as hath been already obſerved, Krorres, latterly Zemindars, either deno- 
mination not inapplicable at the time to the reſpective ſituations and 
functions from whence it was derived; but neither the one or the other 
conveyed a title, which properly, or technically implied a proprietary 
tenure in land beyond the extent of Nancar ; nor any other right unſpe- - 
cified in the Sunnud, grant, or. commiſſion of appointment, and not 

. allowed 


LF 
allowed in eſtabliſhed cuſtomary forms of 0 Exchequer, under the 
heads of . 


VII. 


If a Zemindary was nothing but an Office, it has been aſked, how came it 
to be an Inheritance? 


SOME offices are hereditary in all civilized Governments ; nor is 
the Mogul's, in this reſpe&, an exception. But the office of Zemindar 
is not, and could never have been properly conſidered an inheritance ; 
though a ſelfiſh-expedient policy, perhaps alone applicable to the State of 
Hindoſtan, hath uſually diſpoſed of it to one of the children or family of 
the laſt occupant ; but not ſo expediently to his natural heir, by rules of 
primogeniture, as to his confidential ſon, daughter, wife, relation, friend, 
or nominee, in whoſe hands the immediate Zemindary management 
might chance to fall, together with the ſecret treaſyre, or other perſo- 
nal property of the deceaſed ; and who, by ſuch acceſſion of private wealth, 
ſuperadded to a preſumptive proof of official capacity, in being left or 
found in the vacant public charge, was, in the ordinary courſe of miniſ- 
terial favour, always deemed the moſt eligible perſon for the ſucceſſion, 
as the beſt enabled to liquidate all balances of rent incurred by the for- 
mer Zemindar, and moreover pay the largeſt indefinite demands of Royal 
Peſhcuſh, Soubahdary, Nuzzeranah, and Dewanny fees, neceſſarily inci- 
dent to every new Zemindary Sunnud, in proportion to the known va- 
lue of the patent employment thus conditionally beſtowed. 


| VII. 

Referring to the Mahomedan and Gentoo law of inheritance, and ſuppoſing 
Zemindaries to come under that rule; the poſſibility of diuiding them in 

; equal proportions, as therein preſeribed, has been flrongly queſtioned, if 
they were to be confidered merely as offices, and not landed property. In 


Bengal it has been ſaid, there would be at leaſt 50, ooo Collectors of the 
2 8 land- tax, 
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undi tar, and the endleſs diviſſon of ſuch offices muſt appear * ans 


en 


THOUGH we have heard of offices held jointly, or in co-partnerſhip 
in our own country, yet the practice very rarely occurred in the inſtance 
of Zemindaries under the more regular Government of the Mogul, or 
his delegates ; and ſtill, whenever it does take place, there muſt always 
be a correſponding real diviſion of the territorial juriſdiction expreſſed in 
the ſame, or ſeparate Sunnuds; and hence, in ſome meaſure, aroſe the 
multiplied number, with the preſent inequalities of many of the leſſer Zemin- 
daries. But though the more permanent Khidmud, office, or duties of Ze- 
mindar, were not properly diviſible, and could not poſſibly, in any man- 
ner, be divided without a ſimilar participation of the diſtricts aſſigned in 
management, by the original grant or commiſſion of appointment ; yet 
the Mahomedan Government never interfered to prevent a divifion of 
official emoluments among brothers, or even a whole family; of which, 
however, a ſingle member was alone to be conſidered the oſtenſible re- 


ſponſible Agent of the State. 


The objection to a ſuppoſed endleſs diviſion of an office being thus ob- 
viated, it may be allowed us to ſuggeſt, that, nevertheleſs, the abſur- 
dity or impoſſibility of ſuch diviſion is not very apparent, as it might be 
made to extend to an infinitely greater number than are at preſent ſtated to 
exiſt, of participant officers in gradation, employed in the collections of Ben- 
gal, without any great inconvenience. For example, in the diſtrict of Dacca 
alone there are at leaſt 20,000 Collectors of the land- rent, under the 
denomination of Moccudums, or chiefs of villages, with deputies ; there 
being indiſpenſably one in each 1 village, and ſometimes two or 
_ ſubordinate Peons. 


Theſe are all the ſervants of Government, and in ſome ſhape paid by 
it, through the ſuperintending agency of Zemindars, or other ſubſti- 


tuted managers of the Revenue, Now, every individual of the former 
inferior 
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inferior claſſes might be conſidered to hold, on a ſmaller ſcale, the ſtmi- 
lar office of his immediate ſuperior; exerciſing all its functions, with, 
perhaps, the additional one of huſbandman, as is the caſe in fact within 
the precin&s of his petty juriſdiction; or, they could be united in com- 
panies, formed into a variety of departments with local authority, and 
having each at their head a Collector, or farmer-general, who might be 
accountable to the Exchequer for the amount collected of the Ryots rents. 
And ſuch we believe to be nearly the outlines of the financial ſyſtem, 
hitherto immemorially purſued throughout Hindoſtan, and all the other 
States of Aſia. 


IX. 
The exceſſive inequality in the extent and value of Zemindaries is confidered 
another flirong preſumptive proof, that the Zemindars were proprietors 
of the land, and not tax-gatherers. Such imequalities may occur in the 
caſe of landed property ; but that any Government would voluntarily dif- 
tribute the collection of its Revenues in this manner, without any rule 
or proportion, without : egara to convenience or ſecurity, cannot Zain 
. A 


THE inequality in the extent and value of ſome of the lefler Zemindaries 
may, indeed, be partly attributed to the improper modern cuſtom of allowing 
ſubdiviſions to take place among different candidates for the ſame ambi- 
tous lucrative truſts, and afterwards erecting theſe into ſo many ſeparate 
juriſdiftions ; but the great aperative cauſe is, the irregular courſe of 
power and favour in Sac States, where the avowed, or clandeſtine 
pecuniary emoluments annexed to the office of Zemindar are always in 
proportion to the magnitude, and actual yearly rental of the diſtrict he 
holds; and more eſpecially when the accumulating patronage, rights, pri- 
vileges, and authority of enlarged territorial juriſdiction, no matter how 
at firft acquired, if ultimately ſanctioned by Sunnud, are as much objects 
of deſire and ambition among the Zemindars, or farming official holders 
of ad in India, as the increaſed acquiſition of real heritable property 

of 
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of land, with all its conſequence and privileges can be conſidered by the 
free proprietary land-holders of England. 


On the other hand, the credibility of the fact, that an enlightened 
Government would voluntarily diſtribute the collection of its Revenues 

thus unequally, without any rule or proportion, perhaps indeed, with- 

out regard to convenience or ſecurity, is fully eſtabliſhed in the exiſting 
regulations of the Company's Adminiſtration in Bengal. 


In that country, the Royal Domain and Jageer lands of Raje/hahy, 
„ compoſing the largeſt Zemindary in Hindoſtan, being 13,000 /quare 
miles in extent, rated at preſent only for a Malgooxary, or net rental of 
between two and three hundred thouſand pounds, though reported to 
contain about 16,000 vage, were veſted ſolely in virtue of an ordinary 
Xe Dewanny Sunnud of territorial juriſdiction, in the perſon of a female Bra- 
2 min, commonly called Ranny Botany, who, ſo far from having any claim 
1 of inheritance, was merely the widow of the former occupant, and ob- 
. tained her grant in ſuperceſſion of the more natural rights, if any ſuch 
3 were locally admitted, of a ſurviving daughter, with other blood rela- 
tions of the deceaſed. This woman hath in conſequence, by herſelf, or 
approved Naibs, with little interruption of her more permanent official 
holding, or occafional ſuſpenſion of annual farming management of the 
Revenue-rent, held the Zemindary, with annexed rights, or exerciſed ' 
all its functions, for about forty years. Under the preſent Britiſh Admi- 
niſtration, having been ſuffered to fall enormouſly in arrears, notwith- 
ſtanding repeated execution of the novel, unconſtitutional, ineffectual 
ſyſtem -of ſelling portions of the Zemindary to liquidate balances, her 
authority was, perhaps, very properly ſuſpended ; and, as is uſual in 
theſe caſes, the whole diſtrict was declared Khas, as being ſubjected to 
the immediate rule of the Khalſa ; in conſequence of which the entire 
civil ſuperintendence, and eventual local direction of a military force; 
the minute collection of all rents to be levied immediately, or in the or- 


Ainary mode of proprietary management, from the ſib-tenants, or Ryots, 
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formin g a body of at leaſt half a million in number; together with the 


ſole magiſtracy of this extenſive tract of country, beſides two other 
diſtin& important employments, of a different nature, devolved on the 
Britiſh Colle&or, a covenanted ſervant of the Company, who before 
acted under that deſignation, though more properly in the capacity of 
Receiver of the Exchequer dues of rent through the channel of the Ze- 
mindar ; and this, at a time when publicly aſſerted on the ſpot, that we 


were not even acquainted with the names, much leſs the ſituation of 


the geographical or financial ſubdiviſions, of the vaſt territorial juriſdic- 
tions ſo to be ſingly governed internally, But the rule of thus diſtribu- 
ting the collections, it muſt be confeſſed, was never warranted by the 
practical conſtitutional ſyſtem of the Moguls, which went always. to- 
break and divide the larger overgrown Zemindaries, not by ſale or terri- 
torial diſmemberment, bur by participating their Government with the 
general receipt of Revenue, in different Ze/ahs, or departments, locally 
well defined, known, and rated among ſo many Muſſulman Foujedars,, 
or Aumildars; of which deſcription of ſuperior officers in Rajeſhahy, there 
were uſually five or ſix, to controul the Zemindar and his deputies, in. 


an equal number of ſubdiviſions of the whole diſtrict. 


&. | 

The ſuppoſed fad, that Zemindaries deſcended to daughters on the failure 
of male iſſue, as ſtated to be the rule both by the Koran and the Shaſter, 
is confidered deciſive evidence of the proprietary rights of the occupants,— 
If they were offices women would be ineligible to fill them; for in no 
country are they fo employed; and in India, where they are not ſuppoſed 
to be free agents in any thing, and cannot even be ſeen, they muſt be ut- 
terly incapable of di Yeharging the official duties that would be required of 
them. 


A ZEMINDARY neither deſcends to male or female heirs by right 


of inheritance, but by Sunmnud may; and is frequently ſo conferred in 


Bengal on the deceaſed occupant's wife, his daughter, or ſiſter, who, 
1 11 ee ee 
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from her being often keeper 1n the life-time, becomes eventual proprietor 
on the demiſe of her huſband, father, or brother, of the ſecret treaſures 
hoarded up by him, and therefore may be beſt enabled to give a high 
Nuzzeranah premium for the office, with the moſt fatisfaQtory ſecurity 
for the payment of Revenue balances, due from the preceding Zemin- 


dar; or, perhaps, contract for an increaſed future Ma/goozary, proceed- 


ing from a more faithful ceconomical management of the uſual groſs 
rental of the country. And, ſo far from there being any objection to wo- 
men holding ſuch employments, that under the policy and circumſtances 
of the Mogul Government, character, or ſituation of the female ſex of 
Hindoos, they might have been conſidered as the molt eligible-perſons to 
be formally veſted in them. For they are individually leſs depraved, en- 
dowed with better-formed underſtandings, a ſuperior cool diſcernment 
into the characters of the real efficient agents of finance, and more ex- 


tenſive knowledge in buſineſs, than the generality of the men Zemindars, 


whoſe minds are deſignedly debilitated, and kept in total ignorance, by 


| jealous ſuſpicious parents, ſelfiſh crafty guardians in youth, corrupt ir- 


reſponſible Miniſters of their public official charge, peculators of ill-got- 
ten private wealth, or infamous companions in debauchery. Hence the 
women of Hindoſtan, among Mahomedans, frequently engage in politics, 


converſe behind the curtain, and otherwiſe carry on their intrigues with 


courtiers ; while they direct or influence the feeble councils of degene- 
rate oſtenſible rulers, within the receſſes of the Haram. But amongſt 
Hindoos they take a more open active part in every branch of buſineſs, by 
unreſtrained perſonal intercourſe with the other ſex, particularly Bramins; 
and in ſome of the freer, or ſtill unconquered States on, the Malabar 
coaſt, none, except females, are allowed to hold the office of Sovereignty, 
whether in their own right independently, or as tnbutaries. Again, in 
their official ſubordinate ſituation of Zemindars, under the conſtitution of 
the Mogul Government, being by nature more timid, leſs enterpriſing 


and ambitious, in extending their authority, than the men, they are 
found, of courſe, more tractable and orderly in their public conduct, 


juſt to the Prince, and lenient to the Ryots ; and as their Narbs, or effi- 


_ cient male repreſentatives, muſt inyariably be confirmed by the King's 


F 2 Dewan, 
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Dewan, to give legal validity to their appointment, and are held ſpecially 
reſponſible in their Miniſterial capacities, for the behaviour of their prin- 
eipals; ſo the beſt pledge remains in the hands of Government to inſure 
the proper exerciſe of the Zemindary functions. Nor does it ſeem at 
all an event beyond the limits of poſſibility, under the miſtaken, actual, 
or projected ſyſtem of acknowledging an hereditary right of property to 
be veſted in the Zemindars; and on that erroneous principle, making 
them the ſole oſtenſible financial managers, entitled to all they may 
exact and levy from the Ryots above the public demand, that the 
whole collection of the Revenues of Bengal may ſhortly devolve on wo- 
men, minors, or idiots: and in ſuch caſe, eaſily to be brought about, 
through the cupidity and moral depravity of the natives, the nomination 
or confirmation of Naibs neceſſarily veſted in the ſuperior Dewanny Ad- 
miniſtration, if ever a ſource of private colluſive bargains, and inſecurity 
of the nominal land-holders, in perſonal freedom, juriſdiction, or pro- 
perty, will be found as much ſo, as at any time heretofore complained 
of, or imagined; while the ſame ample means of corruption: are left with 
Zemindars, or their agents, in the exerciſe of unchecked, or rather vir- 
tually authoriſed power, to impoſe the moſt oppreſſive burthens of rent 
on the country or peaſantry ; and while tacit acquieſcence is given to- 
notorious fraudulent defalcations of the equitable expedient dues of the 


Exchequer.. 


e e, YT 


Poſitive Evidence of Facts and Opinions, oral and written Teſtimo- 
nies, adduced, or referred to, as more direct incontrovertible Proofs, 
than can be drawn from Illuſtrative, collateral Reaſoning, to eftabliſh 
the Truth of the preceding pofitions on either ſide of the Queſtion. 


The Aden e on the affirmative fide are ſtated as follows: I/, The 
opinions of the Company's ſervants, who have concurred in acknowleds- 
NO ing 


„ 
. ing ibe landed property of the Lemindars ; and that it was held ſacred by 
the Mogul Government; which opinions, though nat much inſiſted upon, 
are thought of weight, 2dly, The direct authority of thoſe perſons, wha 
Py their offices muſt be ſuppoſed to have a perſect knowledge of the laws 
and cuſtoms of the country; namely, the Roy-raian and Canongoes ; the 
Pundits, as expounders of the Hindoo law ; Mahomed Riza Khan, Naib 
Soubah of Bengal, as interpreter of the laws of the Koran, and Shitabroy 
Naib of Patina, as verſed in the cuſtoms of Bahar, Theſe perſons were 
defired by the Preſident and Council of Fort Willam, in 1773, to furniſh 
the Board with anſwers to certain queſtions propoſed to them, in order 10 
aſcertain the right of ſucceſſion to ZLemindaries. All their opinions are 
ſaid to concur in eftabliſhing the fact, that the property and inheritance 
of the lands are veſted in the Zemindars, as ftated. to be ſet forth in the 
Reports of the Seleft Committee. 


AS to authorities, if the merits of the preſent queſtion depended on 
opinions, certainly thoſe of the Company's ſervants, whether delivered 
orally, or conveyed in their written official proceedings tranſmitted from 
India to the Court of Directors in England, ought to have very great 
weight, particularly the unvaried deliberate opinions of thoſe who have 
gone through all the civil departments of the State, to the higheſt poſt 
of Government, with unſullied reputations ; and who, adding to natural 
ſagacity, the lights of long practical experience in the Revenue line, 
acquired locally, with the extraordinary aids of poſſeſſing the country 
languages and deſpotic influence of well - ſupported public ſtations, may 
naturally be ſuppoſed the beſt enabled to have learnt and define the true 
relative ſituation, rights, and privileges of the Zemindars, or Sovereign. 
But above all, the greateſt weight muſt be allowed to the unbiaſſed evi- 
dence of ſuch as were firſt entruſted with the management of the Re- 
venue collections, when transferred to us from the Mogul Adminiſtra- 
tion; and who, of courſe, would be moſt curious in aſcertaining the 
nature of their new charge, while many of them were the beſt quali- 
fied to do fo, in having been long witneſſes to the theory and practice of 
9 | thew 
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rheir predeceſſors. The oral and written teſtimony, however, of ſuch 


| 1 men as theſe ſtand recorded in the reports of the Secret Committee of 
ines the Houſe of Commons, in 1772; and maintain ſtrongly and explicitly 
by 
. the very reverſe of the doctrine ſince adopted, that would give landed pko- 
| : 


extent of their territorial official juriſdictions. If more recently that teſ- 
timony hath been overlooked, and different opinions entertained and pro- 
mulgated on the ſubject in queſtion, when again brought forward in 
1781-2, before a ſecond Committee of the Houſe of Commons; yet as it 
hath been, or may be further thewn, that theſe latter notions have been 
received on miſtaken information of facts, or merely on ſpeculative 
grounds of right and policy, inapplicable to the ſtate of Society in India ; 
or on the . of Gentlemen, who had not the ſame advantages of 
long and early experience in the finances, before the baleful influence of 
Mhhomed Riza Khan's ſyſtem had tainted the ſources of genuine know- 
ledge, to be come at through native officers, touching the true principle 
and management of the Revenue throughout the Dewanny territories, 
and whoſe opinions might otherwiſe be ſuppoſed liable to a natural or 
laudable bias, to determine in favour of the Company the cauſe then at 
iſſue between their ſervants abroad, and the Supreme Court of Engliſh 
Judicature in Bengal; when the latter aſſuming to itſelf a right of Ex- 
rl chequer juriſdiction, to make the whole body of Zemindars amenable to 
1 its authority, as coming under the deſcription of officers of Government ; 
f ſo, perhaps, ſuperior rio will be thought due to the authori- 
tative reſult of the former Parliamentary inveſtigation of 1772, than to 
the inferences to be drawn from the varying teſtimonies offered on the 
ſame ſubject, on occaſion of the ſimilar inquiry inſtituted ten years later. 
The further poſitive proofs adduced in ſupport of the ſuppoſed Zemindary 
rights of inheritance and property in the lands of Bengal, are ſtated to 
be found in the anſwers made to the. queries put by the un. and 
Council of Fort William in 1773, and propoſed, 


i | perty with a right of inheritance to the Zemindars of Bengal, to the full 
| 


1ſt, To the expounders of the laws of the Shaſter and of the Koran. 
2dly, To the chief native officers, both Hindoo and Mahomedan, of the 


Mogul 


„ 


Mogul Government. In reſpect to the two former authorities, it is to 
be obſerved, that they were both equally incompetent, as lawyers of their 
reſpective ſyſtems of juriſprudence, to decide the point in queſtion; for 
at depended in no ſhape on the inſtitutes of Bramah or of Mahomed, but 
excluſively on thoſe of the Mogul conquerors of Hindoſtan, which, how- 
ever conformable generally to the ſpirit of the religious Muſſulman code, 
of courſe differed widely in ordinations of civil right, and the local prac- 
tical forms of financial or political legiſlation, as more. recently promul- 
cated under circumſtances of dominion entirely new. 


Accordingly, the Hindoo Pundits declare it is not written in the Shaſ- 
ter, whether effectively the ſucceſſion to Zemindaries deſcends by inhe- 
ritance, or in virtue of the King's Writ ; but if they had been properly 
aſked, what they underitood by a Zemindary, or if the word itſelf at al 
occurred in the books referred to, their reply, un-influenced, would pro- 

bably have manifeſted more forcibly the error of Adminiſtration, in put- 
ting ſuch queſtions to them, than their inability of returning ſatisfactory 
pointed anſwers. Such alſo might have been found' the caſe, if it had 
appeared from the records referred to, that the Moluvies, or expounders 
of the religious code of the Mahomedans, had been at all en on. 


the ſubject in iſſue. 


On the other Band, tha cnkerky of the native officers of the Mogul 
Government applied to is of little weight. Even if their evidence had 
been leſs equivocal, and ſtood uncontradicted by ſubſequent anſwers to 
nearly the ſame queries; ſtill, from the circumſtance of their being all 
ſome way or other deeply intereſted in ſupporting the unfounded preten- 
ſions ſet up in behalf of the Zemindars, no great credit would be due 
to their teſtimony. ä 


The native officers on this occaſion conſulted were, iſt, The Rairaian, 
a Hindoo, who held at once Zemindary, Talookdary, and Jageerdaty 
grants, acquired in his own perſon, under the Company's Adminiſtra- 

| tion, 
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tion, either immediately from his employers, or mediately from other 
holders of the ſame lands, but diſpoſſeſſed to make room for himſelf; 
and who, therefore, in like manner liable to be removed, would natu- 
rally have wiſhed to perpetuate his acquiſitions in his own family, by a 
general declaratory law to be expected, attaching an inheritable right of 
property to all Zemindaries. 


- 2dly, The % Canongoes, through their oſtenſible Naibs, all Hin- 
doos, were not only in like manner intereſted for their brethren of re- 
ligion and Caſt, who were holders of land, but more ſpecially and largely 
for themſelves, as ftanding in the ſame predicament. Gumga Govind 
Sing, one of the Referees, and who might have influenced all the reſt, 
was alſo in another capacity ſtill more particularly concerned to ſupport 
the ſelfiſh, miſtaken doctrine of novel Zemindary pretenſions. This man 
ſtood the unrivalled candidate for, if not actually then appointed to the 
poſt of NaibDewan of the Khalſa, which muſt give him the ſole, uncon- 
trouled, efficient management of the finances internally; and if he could 
thus ./peculatively eſtabliſh a new principle, which would operate in limit- 
ing the rights of the Company, to the amount of Revenue collections, 
imperfectly accounted for by their corrupt native agents; without bene- 
fit of interference by local inveſtigation, and management of covenanted 
ſervants, or the lucrative diſpoſal of what was to be conſidered private 
Zemindary property: he was ſure that he might realize to himſelf, col- 
luſively, a large ſhare of thoſe fraudulent emoluments, which the occu- 
pants might, by his acquieſcence, practically be permitted to derive, 
either from embezzlement of the ſurplus rightful receipts in behalf of 
the Exchequer, or in realizing further oppreſſive diſcretional exactions 
From the country. 


3dly, Shitabroy Naib, Dewan of Bahar, and alſo a Hindoo, was on the 
fame principles as Gunga Govind Sing, very materially intereſted in fa- 


-  vouring, theoretically, the Zemindary claims againſt the Company, while 


the real practical ſyſtem of the country invalidating ſuch pretenſions, 
| 2 Was 
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was vinwally continued under his Own official authority, for his pro- 
per advanta ge. 


5 Mahomed Rixa Khan appears to have been the only Muſſulman 
authority conſulted on this occaſion. It is impoſſible at any time to bring 
this man's public conduct to view, without manifeſting the duplicity, 
the corrupt and inſidious policy ſo common to his tribe in India. It is 
true, he was only queſtioned on the laws of the Koran; but his relative 
ſituation in the Government, as Naib Soubah; his perfect underſtanding 
of the nature and deſign of the queries put, and his undoubted knowledge 
of the truth, ſhould have induced him, in honour and gratitude, to enter 
into the views of the Company's repreſentatives; correct the miſtake of 
their inquiry, and inſtead of availing himſelf of the equivocal general 
meaning of the Perſian word Zemindar, ſignifying either a proprietary, 
or farming official holder of land, rather give the true conſtitutional law 
of the Mogul empire, with the proper technical definition of a term of 
local uſe and interpretation, than reſort to the Koran to learn the nature 
of civil rights by a particular inſtitution, which had not exiſtence in name 
or ſubſtance in the time of the legiſlator Mahomed. Such conduct, 
however, was not to be expected from a Muſſulman; credit is not even 
to be given to the perſon in queſtion, for a partiality to ſuch of his- own 
tribe in Bengal, as were in the capacity of Zemindars. It is rather pro- 
bable, that having been recently diſmiſſed from his office of Naib De- 
wan of the Soubah, yet ſtill in the expectancy of being reinſtated through 
certain modes of corruption, the efficacy of which he had himſelf expe- 
rienced, he choſe by his anſwers, thus to embarraſs the Engliſh Admi- 
niſtration, which had juſt aſſumed the immediate management of the 
Dewanny Revenues, by ſuggeſting a theory for the adoption of the regu- 
lating power, which neceflarily militated with the legal expedient prac- 
tice of the Exchequer, under the executive authority of natives ; would 
have the immediate effect of increaſing largely the charges of the collec- 
tions ; and which thus might leave an opening to himſelf for great fu- 


ture peculation, in the event of bein 8 re- appointed to his former ſtation. 
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very lately been rendered in Engliſh by the word ſervice, as if that altered 
the real official condition of the occupant with regard to the ſtate; though 
the obvious defign of introducing this novel interpretation is, that ſome 
analogy might be ſuppoſed between the territorial holding of a Zemindar, 
and that of a Jageerdar, or feudal proprietor. It is however well known 
on the contrary, that Jageerdary Sunnuds ate never 1ſo executed, in 
terms of an official grant, but invariably drawn out as conferring real pro- 
perty, or aſſignment of land, to be held by a ſpecial military tenure, for 
the perſonal ſervices of the grantee, or the ſupport of a ſtated number of 
troops, to be maintained from the entire revenue of the territory thus 
appropriated. But to recur to the tenor of a Zemindary grant; after 
beſtowing the Khidmut or office, then the diſtrict or extent of local juriſ- 
diction, with the obligations of Peſhcuſh, &c. as well as to make good 
former balances, and future collections of rent to the Exchequer, are 
generally ſpecified, referring for particulars to the Zymn or inventory on 

the back of the deed, containing a minute deſcription of the ſub-diviſions 
or farms, with their old valued rent according tothe Auſil Toomar Jumma 
or doomſday-book of India; next follows the enjoined official duties of 
the Zemindar as collector, head farmer of the revenues, and Juſtice of 
the Peace. The ſmall allotment of land called Nancar, as particulariſed 
in the Exchequer record of Muſcoorat, is ſpecially appropriated for his 
own private uſe ; and he is therefore allowed to deduct the amount of its 
rent; from the ſum which he engages annually, by the ſeparate agree- 
ment called Bundobuſt, to pay into the Royal Treaſury by monthly inſtal- 
ments. Finally, he is reſtricted from levying undue or illegal exactions, 
and ordered to tranſmit, under his own and the Canongoes Signatures, 
accounts of the actual ſtate and rental of his diſtrict, to the Khalſa in 
the cuftomary forms, requiring great preciſion and detail for the inſpec- 
tion or check of the ſeveral auditors and offices in the financial depart- 
ment. In addition to this, a command of obedience to his authority, 
impoſed on all thofe perſons to whom the Sunnud is direted,—the date 
of the month and year of the King's reign, —the Byz or ſign manual of 
the provincial Dewan, —with the impreſſion of his great official ſeal, 
complete all the writing required on the face of the inſtrument, to give 
| at 


E 

f force and currency. But, in the manner of an indorſement, a great 
variety of other forms and fignatures, which ſerve to check, authenti- 
cate, and particularize the object of the Sunnud, ſhewing the reaſons 
for giving it, and the condition of holding the Zernitidiry | by its tenure, 


are indiſpenſably neceſſary. 


1ſt, The Zymn, or inventory of the lands, with their rated ſtandard 
valuation, as copied from the atteſted record of the Canongoes, tranſ- 


mitted to the Khalſa Shereefa. 


2dly, A copy of the Ferd Sewal,. or Nazim's recommendatory appli 
cation to. the royal preſence for a Sunnud, 1s entered. 


3dly, The Arzy, or petition of the perſon ſoliciting the Zemindary 
Sunnud, ſtating uſually his individual pretenſions to favour ; ſuch as obe- 
dience, capacity, fidelity, and punctuality in performing the ſame, or. 
fimilar official duties before, under a Perwanneh or other temporary te- 
nure of occupancy, with the difficulties he has had, or may have to en- 
counter in executing the functions of Zemindar, while unſupported with 
the. commiſſioned. permanent authority of one, to reſtrain the. refractori- 
neſs of neighbouring powerful Zemindars, or command reſpect from the 
Ryots of his own diſtrict; and then holding out the temptation of indefi- 
nite Pe/ſhcufh to the King, Nuzzeraneh to the Soubahdar, and fees to the 
Vizier, the liquidation of all former balances, and punctual payment of 
future collections, according to the full dues of the Sovereign. But the 
idea of hereditary claims of rights, or property, never entered into the 
mind of the petitioner, more than into the ſyſtem and forms of Mogul 


financial legiſlation.“ 
Athly, The Ferd Hackikut, a memorial or hiſtorical return to the royal 
mandate, giving proviſional aſſent to the grant required, ſtating that the 


conditions impoſed on the petitioner have been duly executed; namely, 


a Mu- 


* Vide Appen. No. III. form of petition. 
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a Muchulka, or written obligation to fulfil all the duties and ſpecific agree- 
ment propoſed and required of him previouſly to inveſtiture; together with 
a bond of ſecurity, called Tumſook Hazer-Zaminy, from ſome other re- 
ſponſible man, for the perſonal appearance of him to be inveſted, his local 
reſidence, and punctual performance of all the ſtated Zemindary functions. 


5thly and 6thly, Copies verbatim of theſe different writings of AM- 
chulka and Tumſook. | 


-thly, The Cabooleat, or engagement for Pefhcuſh, &c. 
Then follows a repetition of the particulars of the Zymn, in a different 
written form, with the various ſignatures and marks of the ſeveral offi- 
cers of Government through whoſe departments the inſtrument has paſ- 
ſed, until finally iſſued to the Zemindar ; who, like all other officers, re- 
ceives a Khelar, or dreſs, in token of inveſtiture. 


But for the better underſtanding of the nature of the inſtrument called 

a Dewanny Sunnud; together with the other more temporary writ of 
Perwanneh, and other forms, ſerving as the baſis of all Zemindary rights, 
copies of ſeveral are included at length in the Appendix; namely, 1ſt, 
Appen. No. III. A. Copy of the Sunnud, by which the Company hold 
the Zemindary of the twenty-four Purgunnehs of Calcutta, acquired 
before the acquiſition of the Dewanny lands; and which deed, being 
found inſufficient to convey the official tenure in perpetuity, was after- 
wards formally confirmed by the King himſelf, with the additional clauſe, 
conferring a right of inheritance under the technical term of 4/tumgha. 
2dly, Appen. No. III. B. Copy of a Sunnud, granted under the regu- 
lar Government of Sei Khan, to the 2d Bramin Zemindar of Rajeſhahy, 
to ſhew particularly in the form of his petition, the mere perſonal grounds 
of his requiſition, ' though he was the adopted ſon of the preceding occu- 
pant, and already ſome years employed in the Zemindary management, 
under the ſanction of a Perwauneh, or yearly Bundobuſty agreement. 3dly, 
Appen. No. III. C. Copy of a Sunnud from the Company itſelf, as Royal 
r 12 13 5 Dewan, 
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Dewan, granted i in the year 1772, with a Tujveez namah, Appen. No. 
5 III. D. or previous inquiry into the grounds on which it was beſtowed 
© by the Engliſh Government ; and a Parent Appen. No. III. F. of 
- immediate temporary effect from M. R. Khan, who was then Naib De- 
wan; all declaratory of the diſmiſſion of one Zemindar, to make room 
for the appointment of another; though the latter writ is more eſpe- 
cially introduced, to ſhew the manner in which the Nancar lands and 
Khaneh barry, or dwelling of the diſmiſſed Zemindary occupant, were 
transferred to his ſucceflor ;—an important privilege which M. R. Khan 
appears to have appropriated excluſively to himſelf, conſidering the pro- 
bable inefficacy of more general indefinite terms in the Sunnud to the 
ſame effect, but entirely miſunderſtood in the printed tranſlation of the 
grant of the twenty- four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, as remarked in the 
note below it. The Perwanneh, Appen. No. III. G. is given rather to 
ſhew the prerogative of the Soubahdar, or Nazim to interfere in the tem- 
porary appointment of Zemindars, at leaſt until his repreſentation to the 
Mogul Court, in favour of the perſon recommended by the Dewan, 
ſucceeded in procuring a regular Sunnud. 


APPE N- 


No. I. 


Exiract of a Report from the Committee of Secrecy, appointed by the 
Houſe of Commons, to inquire into the State of the — Company, 


in 1773. 


66 ND your Committee thought, that among the many objects that offered 

themſelves to their conſideration, under this extenſive head of inquiry, the 
ſtate and management of the Revenues, lately obtained in Bengal and Bahar, required 
their immediate attention.— And your Committee thought it right to begin by in- 
quiring into the nature of theſe Revenues; and having for this purpoſe inſpected the 
books and correſpondence of the Company, and having examined Harry Verelft, Eſq. 
late Preſident of Fort William, in Bengal, who had been employed for ſeveral years 
in the collection of part of the ſaid Revenues, your Committee find, that the Reve- 
nues, of which the Company are at preſent poſſeſſed in the province of * and 
* conſiſt of ü 


Rents of Lands, 
Duties and Cuſtoms, 
Farms of excluſive Privileges, 
Fines and Forfeitures. 
2 | And 
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And with reſpect to the rents of lands, which conſtitute the principal part of 
the ſaid Revenues, they find, that all the lands of the ſaid provinces are conſidered 
as belonging to the Crown, or Sovereign of the country, who claims a right to collect 


Rents or Revenues from all the ſaid lands, except fuch as are appropriated to cha- 


ritable and religious purpoſes ; which, having been granted by different Princes, are 
underſtood by the general tenor of ſuch grants, to be exempted from payment of 
any rent to the Sovereign. 


There are beſides, other lands, held by grants of different kinds, which pay only 
a fixed annual acknowledgement or rent, and that in general much below the me- 
dium rate of rents in the provinces. Theſe are called Jaghires, which are grants 
from the Crown to individuals, or Talooks, which are grants from the Nabob or 
Prince to individuals and Mr. Verelſt informed your Committee, that theſe Jag- 


hires and Talooks vary in the nature of their tenure; the Jaghires being ſometimes 


to the grantees for life only, and ſometimes for the life of other perfons in the ſame 
family ; but the Talooks do more e deſcend to the heirs of the firſt gran 
tees, than the Jaghires. 


And your Committee find, that the Rajas and Zemindars have certain lands, per- 
quiſites, and allowances, which they hold by virtue of their es, for their ſupport. 
And your Committee find, that the rents ariſing from all the other lands of the 
ſaid provinces, beſides thoſe held by grants in the manner above-mentioned, are paid 
in ſuch proportion, as is ſettled annually by the Dewan with the ſeveral Zemindars, 
Farmers, or Collectors, who rent or hold the ſaid lands. 


And your Committee find, that the duties or cuſtoms abovementioned are levied 
upon almoſt every article of life; and that they are collected either at Chokies or 
Cuſtom- houſes, or at the Gunges or Markets; and that the Nabob and Duan had 
che right of making ſuch alterations in theſe duties, as they thought proper. And 
that the Company, ſince they have been poſſeſſed of the faid Revenues, have likewiſe 
exerciſed the right of making alterations therein. 


And your Committee find, that the farms of excluſive privileges, which make 2 


part of the ſaid Revenues, are farms of privileges of excluſive trade; and it appears to 
your Committee, that the ſame did exiſt before the Company became poſſeſſed of 
_ Revenues. 


And your Committee find, that the fines and forfeitures, which are ſtated as part 
of the ſaid Revenues, are fines and forfeitures for breaches of the law, criminal, civil, 
or religious of the ſaid country. 


H ORD Your 
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Your Committee proceeded next to inquire, in what manner 'theſe Revenues arc 


collected; and they find, that the Duan collects the ſame by leaſing them out, 
either to the Rajas or Zemindars, who are conſidered as having a /ort of hereditary 


right, or at leaſt a right of preference to the leaſe of the Revenues of the province to | 


which they reſpectively belong—or to other farmers under the name of Izaradars, and 
other appellations—or to officers appointed by Government, under the names of 
F ouzdars, Aumils, and Tuſſildars, with all whom the Government make in general 
annual engagements for the Revenues of the ſeveral diſtricts. 


And your Committee having inquired, whether the Company have ever diſmiſſed 
any of the Rajas or Zemindars of theſe provinces, they find, that the Company 
have taken into their hands the Revenues of the provinces of Burdwan and Nuddea, 
upon the Rajas of the ſaid provinces falling in arrear of rent; and that a ſupport was 
allowed by the Company to the ſaid Rajas. And your Committee find, that an an- 


nual rent-roll of the faid provinces, called the Bundobuſt, is renewed and ſettled 
every year at a feſtival called the Poonah; which is uſually held in the month of 


May, for Bengal; and in the month of September, for Bahar. And your Commit- 
tee refer to the Journals of the 28th day of April 1767, when a rent-roll, or Bun- 
dobuſt for the province of Bengal, for the year 1765, was laid before the Houſe, to 


ſhew the nature and form of this inſtrument ; and they have added in the Appendix of 


this Report, No. I. a rent-roll, or Bundobuſt for the province of Bahar, for the 
like purpoſe. 


And your Committee find, that in ſettling the ſaid rent roll, the Government 
firſt endeavour to treat for the Revenues of each province or diſtrift, where there is 
a Raja or Zemindar, with-ſuch Raja or Zemindar ; and if the Raja or Zemindar does 
not come to'an agreement with Government, an officer is appvinted to ſuperintend 
the collections, which collections are made by fuch officer, in the name of the Raja, 
or Zemindar, and his own public orders being iffued in their joint names; and in 
diſtricts, where there is no Raja or Zemindar, they endeavour to treat with the pre- 
ſent farmer; and if ſuch farmer does not come to an agreement with Government, 
the lands and revenues he held, are, in ſuch cafe, let to ſome other farmer for the beſt 
rent which can be procured, or taken into the hands of Government. And your 
Committee find, that after the general rent-roll is thus ſettled between the Govern- 
ment and the ſeyeral Rajas, Zemindars, Farmers, and others, under different names, 
theſe again make their agreements with thoſe of leſſer degree, either with the au- 


cient occupiers or tenants, called Ryots, or with new tenants. And Mr. Verelſt in- 


formed your Committee, that by the antient rule of Government, agreements 
with the Ryots for lands, which they and their families have held, were conſidered 
as ſacred, and that they were not to he removed from their poſſeſſions as long as they 


Con- 
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conformed to the terms of their original contracts; but that this rule had not al- 
ways been duly obſerved. 


And your Committee having inquired, whether the Raja, Zemindar, Farmer, or 
Collector, have a right to lay any duties, or augment the old ones, by their own au- 
thority, they find that they have no ſuch right, It appeared, however, to your 
Committee, by the evidence of Peter Michell, Eſq. Secretary to the ſaid Company; 
and of Samuel Wilkes, Eſq. Examiner of Indian Correſpondence, that the books 
and correſpondence of the Company afford many inſtances of the country having 
been exceedingly diſtreſſed by additional taxes levied by the Zemindar, Farmer, or 
Contractor; but not ſo much by the two former, as by the latter. And Mr. Ve- 
relſt informed your Committee, that he believed that the aforeſaid officers and Col- 
lectors had levied new duties, or augmetend the old ones, by their own authority, in 
every part and corner of the country ; and that they did this much more before the 
Company was in poſſeſſion of the Dewannee, than ſince; and he added, that the 
Government have a right to call upon them for every thing ſo collected; and that 
they have been called to an account, ſince the Company held the Dewannee, in ſe- 
yeral inſtances. | 


And your Committee find by the correſpondence of the Company, that the Preſi- 
dent and Council of Fort William are-endeavouring to aſcertain the amount of the 
Mofuſſil collections, or the Revenues levied by the Raja, Zemindar, or Farmer, in 
the ſeveral diſtricts of Bengal, in order to fix the profits of the ſaid Raja, Zemindar, 

or Farmer at a ſtated and reaſonable ſum, to prevent in future undue charges in the 
collections, and to preſerve the Ryot from oppreſſion by undue, additional, and ar- 
bitrary demands, : | 


| Your Committee proceeded next to inquire into the produce of theſe Revenues z 
and to enable the Houſe to judge, whether the ſame have increaſed or diminiſhed, 
fince they have been in the hands of the Company, your Committee were deſirous of 
knowing, what had been the produce of the ſaid Revenues, while the provinces where 
they are collected, were under the ancient Government of the Mogul or Nabob; 
and having examined Mr. Michell and Mr. Wilkes, your Committee were informed 
Dy them, that there is not to be found in the books or correſpondence of the Company, 
any general ſtatement of the ſaid Revenues, while theſe provinces were under the Ga- 
vernment before- mentioned. | 
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No. II. 
To JoHN STABLES, Ef. Preſident, &c. Members of the Board of 
1 | Revenue. 
Rev. Dey. 


WE have lately had ſubmitted to us, by Mr. James Grant, a very ingenious 
Treatiſe, in which he has given an account of the Revenues of theſe provinces, and 
of the rates at which they were formerly aſſeſſed; together with other matters relative 
to this moſt important branch of the public intereſt, 


> 


The molt intereſting rare of this work, by which we mean the practical improve- 
ment to be deduced from it, remains yet to be brought forward; but we feel ourſelves 
ſufficiently induced, from what that Gentleman hath already laid before us, to af- 
ford Mr. Grant every ſcope to bring his ſubject into practical explanation, as from 
the Analyſis which he has made, we think it at leaſt highly probable that the ge- 
nuine ancient accounts of the Revenues have been either mutilated, - or kept back 
from the knowledge of the Company's agents, ever ſince the acquiſition of the De- 
wanee, at the ſame time that the original checks of the ancient Bengal Exchequer 
have never ſince that period been properly or regularly eſtabliſhed in favour of the 

Company, by which we have hitherto been in a great meafure deprived of the advan- 
tage of being guided by the ſimple and correct ancient Revenue ſyſtem of the coun- 
try; which, by its uſeful checks from the Accountant and Aſſeſſor of the village, 
through its ſeveral gradation upwards, to the Accountant-General of the Exche- 
quer, was, 'we have reaſon to believe, no leſs calculated to protect the great body 
of the people from oppreſſion, than to ſecure the full and legal rights of the So- 
vereign. Phat the adherence to this ſyſtem, in all its ſimplicity and accuracy, may 
not at all times have been complete, even during the exiſtence of the native Go- 
vernment, and more eſpecially in the time of its later Nazims, we think not im- 
probable; but we are at the ſame time fully convinced that the evil has, from that 
period, and principally about the time, and fince our acquiſition of the Dewanny, . 
continued rapidly to increaſe, during which period the ingenuity of the native Collec- 
tors has endeavoured to confound the limits of different diſtricts, to vitiate accounts, 
to increaſe old Abwabs, and ſuperadd new ones; and in ſhort, to involve oppreſſion - 


in ſuch myſtery and difficulty, as wie to defeat and ſet at defiance all attempts to 
detection. ; 


2 8 To 
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To endeavour to apply a remedy to thoſe evils, is an arduous, but we think a moſt 
meritorious undertaking, and the firſt ſteps towards it are, to aſcertain and fix, as 
much as poſſible, the ancient limits and accounts of each diſtrict, and to eſtabliſh 
(which we have already repeatedly wiſhed) the officers of the Canongoes department 
upon its ancient footing, altogether independent of the Zemindars, ſo as to diſcover 
all that may be praCticable of ancient regularity, and to * greater nnn in 


time to come. 


For theſe purpoſes, and to avail ourſelves as much as poſſible for the benefit of the 
Company and of the public, of the knowledge and ſervices of Mr. James Grant, we 
have determined on the inſtitution of an office well known in this country, under the 
deſignation of Chief Sheriſhtadar, with which we have inveſted Mr. Grant to a& in 
that capacity under your Board, and alſo to attend as ſuch, at your * 
as well as at our own n in the Revenue department. 


By this eſtabliſhment of the office of Chief Sheriſhtadar in favour of Mr. Grant, we 
mean, that without removing the records of the Khalſa, in its ſeveral departments, 
from the actual charge of thoſe who may have them now in their reſpective cuſtodies, 
he be conſidered as the general ſuperintendant of the native Revenue accounts and 
Keeper of all the rules, forms, and ordinances in the native Adminiſtration and collec- 
tion of the Revenues, that the reſpective native Sheriſhtadars, as well as the Canon- 
goes, mult be placed under Mr. Grant's ſpecial controul, as Chief or principal She- 
riſhtadar, ſo far as to ſecure to him, at all times, the freeſt and readieſt acceſs to 
their official records and information of every kind that they may poſleſs. 


With theſe p6wers, or ſuch farther authority, as experience may ſhew to be ne- 
ceſſary, we truſt, that Mr, Grant will be enabled to complete his valuable inquiries 
into the nature and ſources of the Revenues, with the mode of collection through na- 
tive agency, as well as its diſburſements in the different branches of collection and 
expenditure, with the nett amount received at the Khalſa; his ſignature as Sheriſh- 
tadar will be neceſſary to all the Perſian accounts, and to authenticate all papers hi- 
therto requiring the Signature of the native Dewan, and he is to be equally reſponſible 
with that officer in all atteſtations by his ſignature, and to have free acceſs to the pro- 
ceedings of your Board, as well as of ours, in this department, with the right of ſug- 
geſting and bringing forward, efficial prope/itions for the re-eſtabliſhment of any part 
of the ancient inſtitutions of the Revenue, or for forming new regulations to ſerve in 
their ſtead, | 


| In ſhort, the great object of his appointment is a reform in«that department of the 
Revenue hitherto entruſted to the native officers of the Sudder, or Exchequer, and 
their delegates or ſubordinates, in the Mofuſſil, or country; ſo that the complete le- 
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gal Revenue, equally conſiſtent with the rights of the Sovereign, and thoſe of the 
land-holders, with the real proſperity of the country, and the happineſs of its inha- 
bitants, * be ſecured to the State. 


F nally, we. ad earneſtly recommend to you to afford Mr, Grant the moſt effec- 


tual and cordial ſupport, and to give efficacy to the regulations he may propoſe for 


the due execution of his charge, and for re-eſtabliſhing the ancient forms and conſtitu- 
tion of the Revenue ſyſtem, as they ſtood prior to our acquiſition of the Dewanny ; 
and we have only farther to obſerve, that the eſtabliſhment of this department is not 
meant either to ſupercede any other Revenue office held by a Company's ſervant, 
its principal object being, as already ſufficiently noticed, a controul over the na- 


tive officers, 
We are, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 


(Signed) 


JOHN MAC PHERSON, 
Fort William, JOHN STABLES, 
July 19, 1786, ROBERT SLOPER, 
N CHARLES STUART, 


No. II. 5 


Extract from a General Letter to the Court of Direftors in the Secret 
Dated For William, 28th 


| Department of Reform and Inſpection. 
Auguſt, 1786, 


WE have the pleaſure of tranſmitting to you a number in this diſpatch, the beginning 


of a work of great importance, prepared by Mr. James Grant, formerly your reſident 


at Hyderabad, and entitled an Hiſtorical and comparative Analyſis of the finances of 
the Subah of Bengal, from the ZEra of the Mogul conqueſt, under the Emperor Akbar, 
to the preſent time, chronologically arranged in three periods, of which the two firſt 
are comprized in the accompanying volumes, and will exhibit a ſummary view of the 
riſe, progreſs, and extent of all the exiſting ſources of public income, belonging of 

right 
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right, or virtually transferred to the Eaſt India Company, in form of the Dewanny 
grant in 1765, and ſtill undoubtedly recoverable in their fulleſt extent, though per- 
haps not with the ſame rapid facility, they were in that moment unfortunately loſt to 


the State. 


The idea of a reform ſuggeſted in the Analyſis, ſeems to be founded on the 3gtlr 
clauſe of the laſt regulating Act of Parliament, referring the determination of the 
rights of the Zemindars, &c, fo the laws and conſtitution of India, from which it is 
ſappoſed that there have been conſiderable deviations in the practical rules or forms- 
of the Company's Adminiſtration, fince the acquiſition of the Dewanny, as ſet forth 
in the pretended grievances of the land-holders, and now required to be redreſſed 
according to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom op civil inſtitution of the Mogul empire. 


The grand object of reform, beſides the political advantage of re-eſtabliſhing the 
equitable ſyſtem of Mogul finance, on its ſimple original principles, goes to the reali- 
zation of an additional Revenue of Two Crore of Rupees, not by any increaſe of 
aſſeſſment, or by new burthens on the people and country, but ſolely in the recovery 
of defalcations and loſt or hidden funds of public income, for the moſt part fraudu - 
lently withheld by ſeveral intermediate native agents employed by Government, in col- 
lecting the yearly rents from the Ryots. This great pecuniary benefit is to ariſe appa- 
rently from two ſources different in their nature, and practability of being brought 
forward: the one productive of ſeventy one lacks, appears the readieſt or eaſieſt to be 
obtained, as originating in one fimple operation of a reduced Jumma, or ſettlement; 
on the acquiſition. of the Dewanny, without competent authority, ſpecification of 
particulars, or any ſufficient reaſons being aſſigned to warrant ſo large a diminution of 
the eſtabliſhed income; the other of a Crore and twenty-nine lacks will undoubtedly 
be more difficult, becauſe it has never been properly aſcertained, even under an arbi- 
tary Muſſulman Government; being minutely diſperſed throughout the country, and 
held under the facred forms for the moſt part of religious or charitable donations, 
though in truth has often been repreſented to conſiſt altogether of unconſtitutional or 
fraudulent alienations of the Sovereign's property; but, excluſive of theſe two pro- 
ductive ſources of yearly ſupply, a third preſents itſelf in the Analyſis, little ſhort of 
fifty lacks more, ariſing from a retrenchment of the ordinary Mofuſſil expence in 
native agency, incurred fince the year 1765, and for which it is pretended, if at all 
neceſſary, that there muſt have exiſted ſeparate and ſufficient funds for defraying it. 


The mode of attaining this object in conformity to what is conſidered the conſtruc- 
tive ſpirit of the Act of Parliament, is imply recurring to rules of the Mogul empire, 
to define the nature and ſources of the public income, forms of management, amount 
collected with allowed Mofuſſil expenditure; to enfranchize or appoint where deficient, 


thoſe officers of Government called Canongoes, regiſters, or accomptants, through-- 
| | out: 


22 Nr . 
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out all the Pergunnahs of the Soubah, free from that flaviſh dependence on Zemin- 


dars, under which they have long fince been held, and place both theſe claſſes of native 
agents under the immediate and powerful controul of Britith collectors. This ſcems 
to be the grand preparatory regulation thought neceſſary to attain the ultimate object 


of the reform; in the mean time only a gradual and ſyſtematic improvement of the 


Revenue can be carried on at the conclufion of the. annual Bundobuſt or ſettlement 
made with Zemindars, in proportion to the local intelligence, and the vigor and virtue 
of ſuperintendants. Since the Muttiſuddies of the Khalſa and Sudder have been 


exonerated from a truſt of which they appear to have been unworthy, the honor and 


entire reſponſibility of ſo important a charge fell of courſe, as ought to have been 
the caſe from the beginning of Britiſh Adminiſtration, on Britiſh ſubjects, covenanted 
ſervants of the company, more eſpecially the collectors, under the executive controul of 
the Board of Revenue, It was apparently in the view of throwing ſome accidental lights 
on a ſubject hitherto repreſented as difficult, through the miſinformation of the natives, 
in the important moment of forming the yearly ſettlement, that the author of the 
analyſis brought forward his work, and declared himſelf ready to elucidate by farther 


proofs or detail any particular parts that might be found to differ, in ſtating the amount 


of eſtabliſhed Exchequer dues, from the ſyſtem actually in force and derived from the 
original agreement at the acquiſition of the Dewanny. 


No. III. 


To Johx Suon x, Eſq. Preſdent, &c. Members of 2 Board of 
| Ræuamue. 


Fort Milliam. 


T HAD the honour to receive, on the 26th, your directions, under date the 20th 
wult. (o prepare and lay before the Board a ſeries of queries, for the purpoſe of aſcer- 
taining, as correcłly as the nature of the ſubjett will admit, what are the real juriſdictions, 
rights, and privileges of Zemindars, Talookdars, and Fageerdars, under the conſtitutions 
and cilſtoms of the Mahomedan or Hindoo Government; and what were the tributes, rents, 


and ſervices which they were bound to render or perform to the Sovereign Power ; and in 


like manner, thoſe from the Talookdars to their immediate Liege Lord the Zemindar ; and by 
what rule or ſtandard oh were, or ought feverally't to 2 regulated.“ 
13 
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In complying with theſe directions, I beg leave to obſerve, that the particular eit- 
cumſtances which led to my preſent employment of Chief Serriſhtadar, the preſcribed 
functions, with neceſſary formalities in execution of the office, joined to the nature of 
the taſk now impoſed on me, involving queſtions of the higheſt national importance, 
lay me under very peculiar embarraſſments; not, indeed, from any difficulty that oc- 
curs in fulfilling aſſigned original duties, but rather in reconciling thoſe which ap- 
| pear moſt eſſential in giving efficacy to my appointment, with that implicit deference 
through which I wiſh always to obey in letter and ſpirit ſuch requiſitions as come un- 
der the ſanction of ſuperior authority. : 


It ſeemed to me, that I was placed in my actual ftation, rather in the view of 
being called on to anſiber queries affecting the public Revenue, than propound ſuch, 
directly or indirectly, to any deſcription of natives who could have been deemed 
competent to a juſt ſolution, and were ultimately to have been conſulted, either at 
the Sudder, or in the Mofuffil, on the ſeveral points in reference. 


All ſuch . natives having been, or ſtill being, neceſſarily officers of pro- 
vincial Dewanny Adminiſtration, I have endeavoured to ſhew in a Treatiſe of the 
Finances of this country, ſome time ſince drawn up and preſented for the uſe of the 
Honourable Company, muſt univerſally be deeply intereſted in the reſult of the pre- 
ſent inquiry, either as agents accuſed of infidelity in their truſt, or ſtill in the re- 
ceipt of clandeſtine emoluments, to be enſured only by continuation of the corrupt 
unſyſtematical mode of managing the collections introduced on acquiſition of the De- 
wanny; or as ſtanding preciſely in the predicament of one or either claſs of land- 
holders, the nature of whofe jurifdiftion, rights, or privileges, are now to be pro- 
poſed for aſcertainment. Moreover, they have all, or for the moſt part, collectively 
or ſeverally, at different periods been referred to on the ſame, or relative topics; their 
opinions ſtand on record: but theſe are ſo far from affording any ſatisfaction, that 
they have unfortunately ſerved, as probably deſigned, to entangle the ſubject, by in- 
ſtances of notorious evaſion, contradiction, and wilful ambiguity, when not pro- 
cceding from ſhameful ignorance, cornering almoſt on every occaſion of reference. 


On the other hand, with the aid of requiſite informations, which I might officially 
have derived with leſs formality, therefore, probably more effect, through the ſame 
perſonal channels, in virtue of a general power of controul over all, without in- 
curring the danger or political inconvenience of an a& of condeſcenſion, in ſubmit- 
ting the Sovereign rights of foreign rulers to the diſcuſſion of intereſted native agents; 
the farther advantage of general ſuperintendance over the public records of all the 


Dutters, as Nominated-Keeper of the Serriſhtah rules, forms, and ordinances of the 


Exchequer; together forming, if entire and genuine, the proper financial code of 
the country; with acceſs to the — of the higher deliberative or ſubordinate 


I executive 
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executive departments of the actual Revenue Adminiſtration, But above all, poſleſ- 
ſion of original accounts, or authentic documents to refer to, prior to the acquiſition 
of the Dewanny, and which the natives, ſervants of Government, have pertina- 


ciouſly withheld from the ruling power, or colluſively endeavoured to impoſe a be- 


lief of their having been wholly deſtroyed in the troubles of Coſſim Ali; added to 
the vaſt reſponſibility of Chief Serriſhtadar, through exerciſe of whoſe functions, 
when properly ſupported, though merely in acts of check and controul over all the 
forms of native agency, I ſtand in a manner pledged to bring regularly into proof, the 
ſubſtance of what I have already extra-officially laid before the Right Honourable 
Governor-General in Council, and which, it may be preſumed, might eventually be 


productive of a large and equitable increaſe of Revenue, only by recovery of collu- 
five defalcations: I repeat, under all theſe circumſtances, and with ſuch aids, for- 


raing together, as I apprehend, the grounds on which my preſent office was inſtituted, 
I humbly conceived the occupant more competent to anſwer the ſeveral queries now 


to be propoſed, with full intelligence, than any deſcription of natives to be con- 


ſulted, and ſtanding in one or either predicament in which 1 have placed them. 


5 But as the Board have been pleaſed to determine otherwiſe, and though I cannot, 
after the matureſt deliberation, find terms more apt, explicit, and accurate than the 
very words of the general propoſitions referred to me, in order to draw up the ſeries 
of queries deſired ; yet I ſhall, in compliance with the requiſition made, detail them 
in the order and manner which I think beſt calculated to draw the moſt complete effec- 


tive information. They ſeem to me all, to be ſimple queſtions of fact, admitting of 
a preciſe determinative iſſue in the anſwer, and which, therefore, as well as to pre- 
ſerve the credit of my office, I beg to be indulged in the liberty of ſubjoining here; 
holding myſelf equally reſponſible to my conſtituents, as if called on for the validity 
of my ſuggeſtions, but intending nothing farther by ſubmitting them to preſent con- 
ſideration, than as a poſſible illuſtration of the points in queſtion, or affording me an 


_ apology, by diſcovery of an imperfect, or wrong underſtanding of the ſubject, in net 
fulfilling better the Board's expectations. 


Before, however, I proceed to perform the taſk aſſigned to me, it may be proper 
to obſerve, that I conſider the object of the ſeveral queries to be ſtated, virtually 
the ſame as that of the 39th article of the regulating Act of Parliament for this coun- 
try, paſſed. in 1784, which is, to redreſs, if founded in truth, the grievances com- 
plained of on the part of Iland-bolders of different denominations, under the Com- 
pany's Adminiſtration. The poſitive injunctions of the Britiſh legiſlature to this ef- 
fect, with a repetition of the very terms of the Act, contained in the propoſitions of 
zhe Board now before me, ſeem ſufficiently to authorize ſuch a concluſion ; while, to 
admit it, leaves no alternative in my apprehenſion in the conſtruction of the nature 


of the queſtions to be put, or informations expected; whether for the aſcertainment 
of 
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of Gmple ſpecific facts, or abſtract general opinions; the end in view being un- 
doubtedly ſpecial ſubitantial juſtice, alone to be attained in purſuing the former 


mode of inquiry. 


So much premiſed then, the ſubject of inveſtigation is naturally divided, and hath 
been diſtributed under three diſtinct heads, involving ſo many queſtions of the higheſt. 
rights and policy :—Firſt, Thoſe relating to the ſeveral claſſes of Zemindars, &c. 
land-holders, who are held reſponſible for the Revenues of Government, Secondly, 
ſuch queſtions as are to aſcertain the extent of the Imperial dues; ſhewing by compa- 
riſon of former and actual demands, the truth or falſehood of alledged complaints of 
oppreſſive exactions: and thirdly, thoſe calculated to develope the rule or political 
principle on which ſuch eminent territorial, indeed the only important rights of ſub- 
je& or Sovereign in matters of property in India, were heretofore or ſhould ſtill be 
regulated, -under the equitable Mogul laws, conftitution, and forms, which-ſtill bind 
in effect every civilized ſociety exiſting throughout Hindoſtan. According to this 
diſtribution, the ſubſidiary arrangement of & may ſtand in the ä nu- 


- merical ſeries, Viz. 


Qu. I/. Mat are the real Furiſdiftions of Zemindars ? 


To anſwer this queſtion with preciſion, it may be neceſſary to define the term 
Zemindar, or land-holder ; for it is often indiſcryninately applied to expreſs an in- 
dependent Rajah, or Sovereign Hindoo Prince ; one made tributary by conqueſt, 
treaty, or convention ; or merely an officer of Mogul Government, employed in the 
collection of the Revenues, with certain aſſigned juriſdictions, rights, and privileges 
appertaining to the office. The former claſs of Zemindars are undoubtedly not here 
meant : of the ſecond, we have only to boaſt in all the Britiſh territories immediately 
dependent on Fort William, of the tributary Rajahs of Cooch-Beyhar, of Nagpore, 
Ramgur, and Palamow, with, perhaps, a few more very inconſiderable land-holders 
in difficult ſituations, near hills or jungles, the nature and extent of whoſe juriſdic- 
tions muſt ever be imperfectly aſcertained, while the intrinſic value of dominion af- 
fords no temptation for an entire conqueſt, beyond the deſire of impoſing the freeſt 
yoke of civilization : ſo that it is alone the third claſs, or official Zemindars, which 
are now in queſtion. But theſe muſt and do hold their Eabtimam or truſts, virtually, 5 
or in form by Sunnuds, which, in whatever terms interpreted, whether letters pa— 
tent, commiſſion of appointment, indefinite leaſehold, or territorial charters, are le- 
gal inſtruments as neceffary, valid, and explicit in conveying or aſcertaining Zemin- 
dary tenures under Mogul Dewanny Adminiſtration, as the context is ſpecifically de- 
ſcriptive of the nature and extent of juriſdiction; the Zymn, or particular of the 
grant, ſhewing the financial, meaſured, or aſſeſſed diviſions of included territory, — 


while the body of the writ is ſufficiently explanatory of all the juridical authority 
I 2 ever 
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ever conſtitutionally beſtowed on a Zemindar, amounting to little more than a eom- 
miſſion for keeping the peace within his diſtrict, where all the Hindoo inhabitants, 
making generally, perhaps, nine-tenths of the whole maſs of the people, are re- 
ligiouſſy and conſtitutionally bloodleſs in diſpoſition, To illuſtrate farther this ſub- 
ject, or prove that ſuch documentss, while they are in themſelves ample, and the 
only, or moſt authoritative vouchers at command, either in the original or official 
copies, to refer to for deciſion of the preſent queſtion, I beg leave herewith to give 
in three copies of Zemindary Sunnuds, granted at different periods in the Soubah of 
Bengal; one for Raje/haby, in the Government of Suiab Khan;* another extracted 
from the tranſlated Perſian charters of the Company, for the twenty-four Purgun- 
nahs of Calcutta ;+ and a third copied from originals in truſt in my poſſeſſion, iſſued 
in 1771—2, under the Engliſh Adminiſtration, with a writ of counſel, and ſealed 
Perwannahs of the preſent Naib Soubah, then Dewan, or previouſly granted by the 
Soubahdar himſelf, all declaratory of a {imple act of the removal of one Zemindar to 
make room for another, to ſhew the nature of the office as at that time underſtood, 
and from what æra we are to date the new erroneous doctrine of heritable juriſdic- 

tions. 


Qu. 2d. What are the legal rights of Zemindars ? 


In like manner, as their Sunnuds determine the nature and extent of their juriſdic- 
tions, ſo the ſame inſtruments alone are proper to aſcertain their rights generally; 


| which is done under the preſcribed rule admitting a deduction to be made by the Ze- 


mindars at the end of the year, from the dues of Government, for the Muſcoorat Nan- 
car, &c. including virtually, or in form, a ſubſiſtence in land and money for himſelf, 
with a ſpecific allowance for every article of Mofuſſil expenditure annually within 
the limits of his diſtrict. But to learn preciſely the amount of ſuch deductions, re- 
courſe muſt be had to an account of particulars, either ſeparately, or in the detailed 
rent- roll of a umma-Maſttil- Baty of the Soubah, prior to the acquiſition of the De- 
wanny; and it the Rai Raian, or Canongoes, & will not, or cannot, furniſh the parti- 


culars requiſite, ] pledge myſelf to do it whenever officially called on. In Bengal 


the total ſum allotted is very inconſiderable; not that the actual Serinjammy appro- 
priations were leſs than elſewhere; but becauſe the Jummabundy being formed by 
proportionable Aboabs on the Auſſil, which was more agreeable to the Zemindar, 
than the conſtitutional mode of collecting according to the Hu/tabood, neceſſarily to 
be attended with limitation of his own emoluments to the cuſtomary ſtandard of about 


* Vide Appen. No. III. B. 
+ Appen. No. III. A. 
3 Appen. No. III. C. D. F. G. 
$ The chief native officers of the Khalſa, 
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r per cent, on the Toomary umma; ſo theſe appropriations for charges were ra- 

ther to ſhew that they were conſidered as the full compenſation to be made by the 

State, and not to meaſure the actual receipts more than the actual diſburſements of 
the land-holder, on account of neceſſary charges, In the Saubah of Bahar, where the 

ſyſtem of levying Aboabs had not been introduced as in Bengal, the aſcertained rights 
of Muſcoorat Nancar, &c. commonly called Malikaneh there, approach nearly, in 
amount, the legal Imperial allowance, of about ten rupees in the hundred, to the 

Zemindar alone, on the Revenue collected. ö | 


Dre. zd. What are the real Privileges of Zemindars? 


Theſe, though not aſcertainable by their Sunnuds, are equally to be learnt as preciſe - 
matters of fact, from notorious uſage, and revolving cuſtomary forms of the year in 
fettling the Jummabundy. The fir/teflential privilege is that, by which the Zemin- 
dar- is entitled to ſtand in the place of a perpetual farmer-general of the lawful rents, 
claimed by Government, within the circle of his juriſdiction; nor can he, or ought 
he, conſtitutionally to- be deprived of any contingent emoluments proceeding from 

his contract, during the periods of his agreements,. though ſuch ſhould ariſe in con- 
cealment of the entire public reſources on his part, with the corruption or igno- 
rance of the other financial officers of the ſtate. A ſecond privilege annexed to the 
office of Zemindar is that of being made the channel of all Mofufſid Serinjammy diſ- 
burſements. A third is that of improving waſte grounds under certain. limitations 
to his private advantage, at leaſt for the period of his Bundobuſty engagement; though 
not as more recently practiſed by depopulation, or fallow of other productive lands: 
aſſeſſed for rent to the Exchequer. A fourth is that of granting Pottahs for unte- 
nanted farms in the ordinary terms of an Indian leaſehold; yet more or leſs ſubſtan- 
tially beneficial to the occupant, in proportion to the favour of his ſuperior land- 
holder. A ib is the privilege of diſtributing internally as he pleaſes, the burthen 
of Aboabs, or additional aſſeſſments, when levied as in Bengal on the Auſil Jumma, 
by Zemindary juriſdictions, and not ſpecifically by Pergunnabs. A fixth is that of 
paying his rents in money or kind, agreeable to eſtabliſhed rules adapted to either 
mode, provided theſe obtain univerſally over one or more ſtated diviſions of country. 
A ſeventh is that of adoption or nomination of a ſucceſſion to his Zemindary, when 
done in his own- life-time, and: not by will, with the approbation of the Sovereign 
repreſentative to be confirmed by Dewanny Sunnuds. An eighth privilege is that of 

being conſidered to appear in. the Huzoor or preſence by deputy, in his proper behalf, 


* Similar-to the Doomſday Valuation. 
+ Officially. | ; 
4 Equixalent to the Doomſday Valuation. 


1 


Or 
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or that of any of the Ryots, ſubordinate to his authority, unleſs ſummoned on ſome 
extraordinary occaſions by a ſpecial writ applicable perſonally to himſelf, And theſe 
appear to me to be all the real privileges of a Zemindar; making up, with the anſwer 


to the two preceding queries, the total of his actual juriſdictions, EP and pri- 


vileges. 


n Qu. 4th. What are the real juriſdifions, e and privileges of Talookdars ? 


This deſcription of land-holders differs only from the Zemindar perhaps in the form 


of written tenure, the comparatively inconſiderable extent of territorial juriſdiction, 
and non-ſpecification of Nancar rights, compenſated however by two extraordinary 
privileges. In Bengal the proper acknowledged claſs of Talootdars, unneceſſarily diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the term Huzoory, as paying their rents immediately into the Khalſa 
Shereefa, though very numerous, are confined to the Chucklehs of Moor/hedabad and 
Houghly, and collectively aſſeſſed on the original rent-roll for no more than about 
ninety-five thouſand rupees. I have not been able to aſcertain preciſely, whether any of 
them hold their lands by Dewanny Sunnud, or only by Pottah and a copy of the Crown 
rental; but they were all rich, or favoured individuals, in the neighbourhood of the 


principal Muſſulman Spitals, who having obtained ſmall territorial grants, the value 
of which being completely aſcertained, were then to be rated at a fixed annual aſſeſſ- 
ment, ſubject to no future increaſe; and as they had probably made ſome pecuniary 


compenſation by way of purchaſe of poſſeſſion, ſo with the privilege of being exemp- 
ted from Zemindary juriſdictions, they have alſo enjoyed the peculiar one of trans- 
ferring by ſale their right of property, though only with permiſſion of the Dewanny 
repreſentative on the ſpot. There is, indeed, another deſcription of Talookdars of 


late brought forward on the Khalſa records, under the denomination of Muſcoory, 


paying the public dues in like manner as thoſe already deſcribed, but to the Zemindar, 
(who might, unauthoriſedly, have preſumed to conſtitute the tenure) inſtead of to 
Government. Theſe, however, do not appear to have been recognized before the 
Company's Adminiſtration, or conſidered in any other light than as Ryots, holding, 
in the uſual forms of a Pottah or indefinite leaſe, a perpetual right of POOR 
while complying with the annual demands of on Rl 


O. 5th. IV hat are the real Juriſdictions, rights, and pri vileges of Jageerdarss? 


Under this latter deſignation, in the Soubah of Bahar, where it alone may be ſaid 
to exiſt within the Company's territories, three ſubſidiary diſtinctions are to be made; 
firſt, the holders of fimple Jageers or military Fiefs, in the nature of an aſſignment 
of valued territory during pleaſure, though in common eventually for life; with 
Aumildary juriſdiction as the ſubſtitutes of Government, in aſſeſſing and levying the 
full aCtual rent, according to eſtabliſhed uſage and the laws of the Exchequer; reſer- 


ving 
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ving however any Towfeer or prefitab/e increaſe of the Auſil, or ſtandard valuation of 

aſſignment, to theire.roper uſe, during the term of grant; or holders merely in the 
nature of a temporary alienation of a ſpecific portion of the public revenue, iſſuing 
from certain lands, to ſupport the dignity and perſonal feudal ſervices of a Munſubdar, 
with a ſtated number of followers. Secondly, Enaumdars, or holders of the charitable 
or religious donations of ma, Muddedmaſh, & c. either in lands or money, like 
Jageerdars, but free of ſervice; and thirdly, 4/tumghadars, poſſeſſors of heritable gifts 
of land, or perpetual alienations of rent in very ſmall allotments, ſometimes con- 
ferred by the Emperor himſelf on favoured individuals, exempting them from every 
kind of public incumbrance, The juriſdictions, rights, and privileges of the former, 
are ſpecifically aſcertained, ſuch as they are, in the terms of their Sunnuds, iſſuing 
always from the Dufter of the Bulhſbi, or commander in chief of the imperial troops; 
as in like manner, are thoſe of the two latter aſcertained, only by ſpecial royal Fir- 
mauns under the ſign manual; forms which muſt ſurely invalidate all fuch beſtowed 


under the Company's Adminiſtration, 


Having thus diſcuſſed the firſt general head of inquiry, for the purpoſe of aſcertain- 
ing the moſt important rights of Zemindary ſubjects in territorial property; the next 
in order involve the higheſt rights of deſpotic ſovereignty, in the exaction or limi- 


tation of revenue, to aſcertain the true foundation of alledged grievances, under 


oppreſſive demands of the Company's Adminiſtration, by compariſon of the ſtandard 
at which theſe demands were eſtabliſhed in, the moment of territorial acquiſition on 
grant of the Dewanny* from the Mogul, with that eſtabliſhed in 1784, being nine- 
| teen years afterwards, when Parliament enjoined an inveſtigation into the cauſes of 
complaint, and thereby afforded the probable grounds of the following queries, viz. 


Qu. 61h. What were the tributes, rents, and ſervices which all and fingular of the 
aforementioned claſſes of land-holders, whether Zemindars, Talcokdars, or. Fageerdars, were 
bound to render or perform to the Sovereign power 2 


The article of tribute is of ſmall importance, being confined, . as properly under- 
ſtood, to the Rajah of Cooch-Beybar who is rated for a moiety of his income, with the 
mountaineers of Ramgur, &c. in the Soubah of Bahar, paying perhaps as much more 


in amount, and making in the whole ſcarcely an object of a lack and a half of rupees 


annually. Rents are alone applicable to oficial Zemindars and Talookdars, and con- 
 Riitute the whole revenue, ordinary and extraordinary, of every Government in India, 
under the general head of Mal ox land-rent, and Sair or variable duties; the former 
When calculated in money, being about 7ine-tenths of the whole, drawn from the 


_ or fourth of the groſs produce of the ſoil ſhared with the Ryots, after deducting 


* 1705, 
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near twenty per cent. from this proportion to defray the «hole Aofuffil ex pence of col- 
lection througa Zemindary agency. This, I venture to affirm #» have been, and ſtill 
to be generally the true nature of the rents due to the State from the land-holders in 
queſtion ; and not as erroneouſly underſtood more recently in Europe, agreeable to the 
common uſage there, a portion of ſuch rents paid in the firſt inſtance to the Zemindar 
as proprietor, and claimed by the Sovereign afterwards from him, as the price of pro- 
tection. The principle here advanced is clearly and poſitively laid down in the pub- 
liſhed financial conſtitutions of the Mogul empire, firit inſtituted by Tamer ane; adop- 
ted ſubſequently with ſome variation in the mode by the Emperor Alber, (though 
the Engliſh tranſlator of his inſtitutes, who has acquired ſo much deſerved applauſe 
from the performance generally, appears in this particular, probably owing to a faulty 
original manuſcript, to have conveyed imperfectly the proper meaning of the text;) 
and fince, univerſally received throughout Hindoſtan; as may be proved from hiſtory, 
Firmauns, or imperial edicts, with actual practice, as the grand legiſlative principle 
of finance. Accordingly, it ſerved as the ground work of the Toomar Jumma of 
Tvorel Mull, and every ſubſequent improved rent-roll, denominated Auſil, framed from 
that time forward to the preſent day, for one and all the Soubahs of the empire; as 
ſeems to have been very correctly aſcertained many years ſince, by the intelligent 
author of An inquiry into the nature and cauſes of the wealth of nations, in ſtating 
the Sovereigns proportion of the land rent in India at one-ffth of the produce; which 
is equal exactly to the Rebba or fourth, after deduction of 20 per cent. for ordinary 
charges. The amount of this Auſil or ſtandard aſſeſſment, including formally in law 
the rents due from ſuch territorial juriſdictions as were committed in truſt to Zemin- 
dars, and which ſeems to be the grand point in queſtion now, to determine the object 
of Parliament, as well as of the Board's preſent inveſtigation, can only authorita- 
tively be aſcertained by inſpection of an authentic original rent- roll prior to the acqui- 
ſition of the Dewanny, the particulars of which ſhould be conformable to the Zymn, 
or contents of all the Sunnuds for lands aſſigned from the Khalſa and Jageer Dutters, 
In Babar, where the conſtitutional forms of the empire in the yearly exaction of 
rent have been pretty regularly obſerved, the Aufil Fumma® is the only actual ſtandard 
in rating the dues of Government; and in 1965, on acquiſition of the Dewanny this 
rental, clear of charges, with many Jageer affignments of recent unconſtitutional 
grant, amounting together to about twenty lacks of rupees ineumbrance on the public 
revenue, exceeded £xty-four lacks of rupees neat income; whereas in 1784, the clear 
rent - roll of the ſame diſtricts, as realized to the Exchequer, was not more than thirty- 
Kuen lacks, including five lacks paid up of the preceding year's balances, and after 


* Formed about the year 1752. 
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deducting eigbt lacks additional provincial charges of management. But in 
Bengal the Auſil Jumma“ is merely the eſtabliſned formal valuation of rent 
for the purpoſe of drawing out Sunnuds for aſſigned territory, or as a ſtandard 
for proportioning rateably, the increaſed demands of the State under the denomina- 
tion of 4boab, which from the time of 7affier Khan, in the beginning of the preſent 
century, until the ceſſion of the Dewanny, became the general rule of aſſeſſing 
Zemindary juriſdictions, inſtead of improving the Auſil periodically, by the more 
conſtitutional mode of Hu/tabood inveſtigations throughout the lefler meaſured divi- 

ſions of Purgunnahs, The amount, however long fixed and regularly paid into the 

Exchequer, clear of all charges, under the forms of original and increaſed aſſeſſ- 

ments until the year 1765, incluſive of the full Jageer receipts then conſolidated with 
thoſe of the Khalſa and Aboab Dufters, appears to have been rated for the whole Sou- 

bah at more than we More and a half of Sicca rupees, annually; whereas in 1784, 

the ſame lands did not return to Government neat, within a Krore of rupees, the ſum 

of the former rental, while the extraordinary expence neceſſarily incident to a foreign 

ſuperintending agency, can never authorize a deduction to be made from the latter 

income, exceeding in all twelve lacks. | 


If this compariſon then be juſt, or nearly ſo, inſtead of there being any foundation 
in truth for the alledged grievances of land-holders, under the oppreſſi ve exactions 
of the Company's Adminiſtration, it will appear that they have been improperly, 
unknowingly, or imperceptibly exonerated of the lawful eſtabliſhed dues of rent to 
the Sovereign power in a period of nineteen years, to the amount at leaſt of one mil- 
lion flerling annual Revenue, or one third of the original ſtandard of aſſeſſment in 
the moment of territorial acquiſition. Nevertheleſs, if fuch a defalcation, however 
| inexpedient, had really been attended with a diminution of burthen to the great maſs 
of the people, aſſeſſed for the rents of Government through the agency of Zemindars, 
it would at leaſt have been a conſolation to the Company under their own pecuniary 
diſtreſſes in maintaining a war for poſſeſſion of their dominions, that they had affor- 
ded arelief to the country proportionate to the public wants. But it becomes a lamen- 
table aggravation of the loſs, when it is notoriouſly known, that inſtead of eaſing 
the Ryots by a remiſſion of former demands, all theſe have probably been exacted with 
rigour by uncontrouled, relentleſs land-holders and farmers, beſides further new and 
unauthoriſed Aboabs levied on various pretences from the ſame land; while the proper 
ſources of Revenue have been ſo much fraudulently reduced by unconſtitutional 
alienations; reduction colluſively, or from favour, of ſtipulated rents, or more direct 
Zemindary uſurpations ; that the preſent actual collections of the Sovereign may be 
2 racked rental on the whole of the territorial funds left, particularly within the ſmal- 


* Formed in 1722. 
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ler juriſdictions, the poſſeſſions of which e not have been ſuskciently powerful 
to acquire indulgencies; and while under a continuance of the ſame ſyſtem all theſe 
evils remain unchecked, there appears a moral impoſhbility, unleſs by violence, of 
ever extending the ordinary eſtabliſhed refources of finance, whatever may be the 
exigencies of Government, beyond ſtated formal dues, as hath been very recently 
experienced in the rebellion at Benares, but by the Indian mode of an accumulation 
of ſurplus income. Beſides, however, the annual rents of Zemindars, they were 
bound under Mogul Government to render a Pe/hcu/h or fine, on obtaining or renewal 
of their Sunnuds, or chartered rights of privileges. In Bengal, this amount on an 
average of years, was formerly about five lacks of rupees; now it is reduced to little 
or nothing. 


Services, as properly underſtood in Hindoſtan, were alone to be performed by the 
claſs of land-holders or feudatories, called Fageerdars; and the nature with the extent 
of the ſervice required, are formally aſcertained by Sunnuds of inveſtiture of the Fief, 
beſtowed by the Sovereign, in ſtating the number of Hor /c to be prepared for the field; 
which, with the perſonal attendance of the Jageerdar himſelf, whenever the Royal 
Standard was hoiſted by the Nazim of the province, conſtituted the burthen of his 
Services. The effective number of Cavalry, however, ſeldom amounted to a third of 
that ſpecified, as nominally maintained in terms of the grant; and perhaps a more 
conſtitutional poſitive rule cannot now be referred to, than that recently inſiſted on 
by the preſent Vixier, from the Rohillah chief Fyzoola Khan, in proportioning the 
quota of troops to be actually forth- coming, to the valued rent of his Fief, fixed at 
fourteen lacks, ſeventy-five thouſand Rupees. According to this ſtandard, the Jageer- 
dars of Bahar, if the legality of their pretenſions could at all be admitted, for ſuch 
alienations as have been made in their favour, or uſurped by themſelves ſince acqui- 
ſition of the Dewanny, might fairly be rated for four thouſand effective Horſe; making 
no account of the real or fictious grants of Altumgba and Mudded-majh. 


Qu. th. By what rule or flandard,. ſuch Juriſdictions, rights, and privileges of Zemin- 
dars, Sc. or ſuch tributes, rents, and ſervices, as they were bound to render or perform to 
the Sovereign power, were, or ought ſeverally to be regulated ? 5 


The anſwer to this query is detailed neceſſarily in the obſervations ſubjoined to all 
the preceding, whether the principle, meaſure, or fact, be the object of inquiry, 
and charters, original rent-rolls, edits, hiſtory, or authentic documents, with the 
notorious admitted uſage of the country, more eſpecially in the forms of ſettling the 
annual Bundobuſty agreements for the Sovereign dues of rent, are indicated as the 
trueſt medium of genuine information. It feems only, further neceſſary to add, that 
the proper ſtandard of revenue exactions appears to be that which the preſent rulers 

found ae, or univerſally acquieſced in, at the moment of acquiring their 
I . domit- 
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dominions under the laws and conſtitution of the Mogul empire, from which alone 
they derive formally their rights ; unleſs it can be proved that the demand now, from 
a change of circumſtances, would be unjuſt, For as to the rule of ancient Hindoo 
Governments, prior to the Mahomedan conqueſt ſeven or eight hundred years ago, it 
ſurely can have no influence in deciding the queſtion, As well might we in England 
paſs over Doomſday-book, and recur to the period of Saxon Adminiſtration, to fix 
the principle or amount of expedient, modern Revenue, as in Hindoſtan to overlook 
the ſpirit of Mogul inſtitutions of finance, ſerving as the ground-work of the origi- 
nal, and all ſubſequent aſſeſſments or rent, either virtually, or in form. Neverthe- 
leſs, it may here be obſerved, that throughout the few Hindoo principalities, which 
to this day have maintained a greater or leſs degree of independence, under the preva- 
lence of the Muſſulman arms, the ſame univerſal principle adopted by the Moguls, 
in ſharing with the peaſantry in the groſs produce of the ſoil by the agency of official 
Zemindars, or farmers-general, ſeems alſo to have been the rule of Hindoo Soye- 
reigns; being, when rents were paid, as then for the moſt part, in kind and ſimple 
neceſſar ies of life, an equal diviſion of the yearly crops hetween the Prince and Ryots; 
though the proportion hath been ſince variouſly eſtabliſhed in different diſtriẽts under 
the ſucceeding equitable more civilized Government of the Imperial Houſe of Timur, 
according to progreſſive improvements in agriculture. Thus, the Rajah of Tanjore 
exaQs through his managers, a half of the annual produce of his country, and fur- 
ther burthens the moiety* of the peaſantry with one-fifth, for charges of collection 
on the whole: and when the deſcendants of the Royal Family of Oriſſa were more 

anciently, and in part recently diſpoſſeſſed of their territorial inheritances in the Nor- 
thern Circars of Cicacole, &c. the rule of leyying the dues of the State was found 
to be the ſame; a few of the former Hindoo managers were retained in their employ- 
ments as Deſmoots, -F or official Zemindars; and the conquering Sovereign only ſuper- 
ſeded or entered into the rights of him diſpoſſeſſed. But in modern, upſtart Hindoo 
Governments, raiſed on the ruins of the Mogul empire, the financial conſtitutions 


of the TALE are generally adhered to. 
I have the 3 to be, 


Gentlemen, 
Vour moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 
Calcutta, March 1, 1787. (Signed) J. G. Chief Serriſhtadar. 


*The Peaſants Moiety of the Produce. 

+ Chow dries. 

The title of Liege-Lord, given to the Zemindars, in terms of the Board's requiſition, i is 
not taken notice of by the Serriſhtahdar, as he could not otherwiſe have avoided contradicting 
ſtrongly, and ſhewing the palpable abſurdity of the ideas and language uſed by his employers in 
England, to their ſervants abroad, in wording their orders; which would have appeared equally 
unbecoming and unneceſſary in reſpect to them; for however unfounded and erroneous the appli- 
cat ion of Liege-Lord might be, it is certain that the original miſtake and its conſequences | were 


alone imputable to their ſervants, 
| K 2 SUNNUD 
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SUNNUD for the Zemindary of the Honourable Eaſt-India Company's Land, 
given under the Seal of the Nabob Allow 6 Dowla, Meer Mahomed 
Saddock Khan Behauder, Aſſud Jung, Dewan of the Soubah of Bengal. 


TO the Muttaſeddees for affairs for the time being and to come, and Chowdries, 
and Canongoes, and inhabitants, and huſbandmen of the Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Cal- 
cutta, &c. of the Circar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradiſe of Nations, the 
Soubah of Bengal. Be it known, that in conſequence of the Ferd Sawal, ſigned by 
the glory of the nobility and Adminiſtration, Sujah ul Mulck, Hoſſam 6 Dowla, 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Behauder, Mahabut Jung, Nizam of the Soubah, and 
the Ferd Huckeekut, and Muchulca, ſigned conformably thereto ; the forms of which 
are herein fully ſet forth. The /e (Khidmut) of the Zemindary of the Purgun- 
nahs above-written, in conſideration of the ſum of twenty thouſand one hundred and 
one rupees (20101) Peſhcaſh, &c. to the Imperial Circar, according to the indorſe- 
ment, from the month Pooſs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and ſixty- 
four of the Bengal zra, is conferred upon the nobleſt of merchants, the Engliſh Com- 
pany, to the end that they attend to the rites and cuſtoms thereof, as is fitting; nor 
in the leaſt circumſtance neglect or withhold the vigilance and care due thereto : 
that they deliver into the Treaſury, at proper times, the due rents of the Circar : that 
they behave in ſuch manner to the inhabitants and lower ſort of people, that by 
their good management the ſaid Purgunnah may flouriſh and increaſe: that they 
ſuffer no robbers nor houſe-breakers to remain within their diſtrits, and take ſuch 
care of the King's highways, that the travellers may paſs and repaſs without the 
Teaſt moleſtation : that (which God forbid) if the effects of any perſon be plundered 
or ſtolen, they diſcover and produce the plunderers and thieves, together with the 
goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the criminals to condign puniſh- 
ment; or elſe, that they themſelves be reſponſible for the ſaid goods: that they take 
eſpecial eate that no one be guilty of any crimes, or drunkenneſs within the limits 
of their Zemindary: that after the expiration of the year, they take a diſcharge, ac- 
cording to cuſtom ;* and that they deliver the accounts of their Zemindary, agreea- 


This is certainly a miſtake, either in the original, or the tranſlation ; though more pro- 
bably the latter, in conſequence of not underſtanding the technical terms occurring in this place. 
There are no words in the legal invariable form of a Sunnud equivalent to thoſe here inſerted, 
viz. That after the expiration of the year, they take a diſcharge, according to cuſtom,” But 
in the Perſian idiom, the following, or words to the ſame effect, are efſential to every proper 
Sunnud: Baid Mujmil akher Sal, Muſcoorat Nancar, o'Ghyra moafick mamool, mujira b girud; 
which may be rendered in En gliſh, In realizing the collections at the end of the year, they are to 
take credit to themſelves, according to cuſtom, for their eftabliſhed allowances ; particularly ſpecified 
in the Khalſa record, called the Muſcoorat, or memorandum, under the heads of Nancar, &c. 


ble 
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ble to the ſtated forms every year, into the Duftercana of the Circar ; and, that 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court (the Aſy- 
tum of the World). | 


It is their (the Muttaſeddees, &c.) duty to look upon the ſaid Company as the 
eſtabliſhed and lawful Zemindars of thoſe places, and whatſoever appertains, or is 
annexed to that office, as their right; in this particular be they ſtrictly punctual. 


Dated the firſt of Rabbi ul Sauni, in the fifth ſun (year) of the reign. 


LET THE INDORSEMENT BE WROTE. 


* 


Particulars of the Indorſement. (Zymn.) 


In conſequence of the Ferd Sawal, ſigned by the glory of the nobility and Ad- 
miniſtration, Sujah ul Mulck, Hofſam 6 Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Be- 
hauder, Mahabut Sung, Nizam of the Soubah, and the Ferd Huckeekut, and Mu- 

chulca, ſigned conformably thereto; the forms of which are herein fully ſet forth. 
The office of the Zemindary of the Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Circar 
Sautgaum, belonging to the Paradiſe of Nations, the Soubah of Bengal, in conſidera- 
tion of the ſum of twenty thouſand one hundred and one rupees (20101) Peſhcaſh, 
&c. to the Imperial Circar, from the month Pooſs (anno 1164) in the year one 
thouſand one hundred and fixty-four, of the Bengal ra, is conferred 2 the no- 


bleſt of —— the Engliſ Company. 


27 Mahals. 


Deroobuſt Kiſſmut 
15 Mahals 12 Mahals. 


The amount, according to the account ſigned by the Canongoes of the Soubah. 


Form of the Sign Manual. 


BE THE SUNNUD GRAN TED. 


Form of the Ferd Sawal. 


The Zemindary of the Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Circar Sautgaum, 


&c. belonging to the Paradiſe of Nations, the Soubah of Bengal, having been conterred 
5 on 
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on the nobleſt of merchants, the Engliſh Company, the aforeſaid Company repreſcut, 
that the inhabitauts will not be fatisfied without the grant of a Sunnud ; wherefore they 
deſire that the Sunnud may be graciouſly allowed them; for which they agreeto pay the 

| ſum of twenty thouſand one hundred and one rupees (20101) Peſhcaſh, &c. to the 
Imperial Circar, In this particular what are your commands? 


27 Mabals, 
'Deroobuſt Kiſſmut 
15 Mahals 12 Mahals. 


, | The amount, according to the account ſigned by the Canongoes of the Soubah. 
15 Rupees 222,958, 10, 12, 3. 


N. B. This is wrote by the ne 


Vizier's Hes. 
3000 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Circar mme in the 
diſtricts of the Chuckla of Huglhey, | 


Dewanny Book, D. 


26 Mahals. 


Deroobuft K.iflmuttea 
15 Mahals. 11 Mahals. 


Amount 220166, 14, 10, 1. 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, Circar Sautguam. 


Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. | 


Amount 28,482, 6, 13. 


Nezzarana Soubahdary, 
5000 


Belonging to the Company, 28, 361, 8, 10, 1. 
Ditto Ramcunt — 120, 13, 2, 3. 


— 


Pefheaſh of the Imperial Circar, &c. 20, 101 Rupees. 


Poheaſh of the Imperial Circar, 


12,101 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Mugra-Circar Sautgaum, 


Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount 24,504, 13, 16, 1. 


On tbe 1 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, 5th Jun, a copy was entered in the 
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Purgunnal of Khaſſpoor . 


Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 3,337, 3, 2+ | 


Purgunnah of Meidenmul! — 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 

Amount, 22, 199, 5, 5. 


Purgunnah of Berryhattee an 
: Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 


Amount, 6, 149, 4, 13, 3. 


Purgunnah of Ekktiarpoor — 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 


Amount, 7,923, 1, 8. 


Purgunnah of Deccan Saugur — 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 

Amount, 60, 7, 12, 2. 


Purgunnah of Shahnagur Rs 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 


Amount, 283, 7, 14. 


Purgunnak of Azimabad — 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 10, ooo. 


Purgunnah of Ghur — 

1 | Divihon 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 

Amount, 7, 420, 9, 15. 


Circar Sautgaum. 
Circar ditto. 
Circar uitto. 
Circar ditto. 
Circar ditto. : 
Circar ditto. 


 Clrcar ditto, 


Circar Saleemabad. _. 


Purgunnah 
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Purgunnah of Moodagotchka — Circar Saleemabad. 
; Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 31,793, 10. 


Purgunnah of Peetcha Kollie — Circar ditto. 
| Diviſion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuſt. 

Amount, 3,129, 4, 15. 


i 


Purgunndh of Karee Juree — Circar ditto. 


Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 562, 8. 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Manpoor — Eircar ditto. 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount, 8,947, 10, 1, 1. 


Belonging to the Company 8,856, 3; 1, 
Ditto Ramcunt — 97, 9, 18, 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Paikan — Circar ditto. 
| Diviſion 12 Annas. | 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount, 6,787, 10, 6, 3. 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Ameerabad — Circar ditto. 
Adjacent to Chitpoor. 
Diviſion 3 Annas. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount, 3,650, 10, 9. 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Haveluſhehr — Circar ditto. 


The village of Seenderpoor. 
No diviſion. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 


Amount, 323, 11, 8. 
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Kiſſiwut d „ ee d eee 
I be village. 
No diviſion. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 


Amount, 184, 5, 10. 


Kiflinut Paid of Mobai, Salt and Wax, Circar ditto 
No diviſion. | 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount, 16,702, 13, 1. 


3 of Hattiagur — Circar ditto. 
Diviſion 16 Annas. : 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 


Amount, 22,199, 7, 19, 3. 


Purgunnah of Meida — Circar ditto. 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 4, 199, 14, 10. 


Purgunnah of Akbarpoor — Circar ditto. 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 2, 228, 15, 15. 


Purgunnah of Shahpoor — Circar ditto. 
Diviſion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuſt. 
Amount, 3,470, 12, 2, 2. 


EKiſſmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarry, &c. Circar ditto. 
No diviſion. 
2 Mahals Kiſſinuttea. 
Amount, 1, 204, 12, 18, 2. 


Kiſſmut Purgunnah Aboab Fouzdarry, and Peſhcaſh. | 2 
Canongo 2 Mahals. 
Amount — — 1174, 11, 16, 3 
Bherjy (ratefwred) — 1 


Sairs, 8 and Meida, and Meidonmul, and Moodagotcha, belonging to Coot 
Ekhtiarpoor. 
Diviſion 3 Annas, 11 Gundas. 
Mahal Kiſſmuttea. 
Amount, 4501. 


L | Kiſſmut 


— 
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Kiſſmut Purgvnnah of Bellia Buſſeindarry, Circar Saleemabad, named Sahebnagur, in 
the diſtricts of the Chuckla of Burdwan, containing the Mouza Bhilla, and all 
the lands lying on the Eaſt Side of the River Ganges. 9 
Diviſion 10 Annas. 1 

Mahal Kiſſmuttea. | 2 

Amount, 2791, 11, 12, 2. 


Form of the Sign Manual. 


After the receipt of the Muchulca and Zaminee, 
according to cuſtom, 
4 BE THE SUNNUD GRANTED» 


Form of the Ferd Huckeekut. 

In conſequence of the Ferd Sewal, ſigned by the glory of the nobility and Admi- 
nitration, Sujah ul Mulck, Hoſſam 6 Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Behau- 
der, Mahabut Jung, Nazim of the Soubah, the form of which is herein fully ſet forth, 
the office of the Zemindary of the Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Circar 
Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradiſe of Nations, the Soubah of Bengal, in con- 
ſideration of the ſum of twenty thouſand one hundred and one rupees (20,101) Peſh- 
caſh, &c. to the Imperial Circar, is conferred on the nobleſt of merchants, the Eng- 
liſh Company, who have delivered a Muchulca and Zaminee into the books and pe- 
tition for the Sunnud, In this particular, what are you pleaſed to decree ? 


3000 Rupees. 


27 Mahals. 
Deroobuſt Kiſſmuttea 
8 15 Mahals. 12 Mahals. 
& Amount according to the account ſigned by the Canongoes of 
8 the Soubah. 
O 


Rupees 222,958, 10, 2, 3. 


Hals have been written above. 


Pe/heaſh of the Imperial Circar, &c. 20,101 rupees. 


Form of the Sign Manual. 


IT HAs BEEN VIEWED. 


12,101 Rupees, 


Form of the Ferd Sewal and Particulars of the Ma- | 
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Form 
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Form of the Muchulca, dated the a 


WE, the Engliſh Company, do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindary 
of the Kiſſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Circar Sautgaum, &c. belonging 
to the Paradiſe of Nations, the Soubah of Bengal, in conſideration of the ſum of 
twenty thouſand one hundred and one rupees (20,101) Peſhcaſh, &c. to the Impe- 
rial Circar, from the month Pooſs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and 
ſixty-four of the Bengal zra, has been conferred on us to the end that we attend to 
the rites and cuſtoms thereof, as is fitting ; nor in the leaſt circumſtance neglect or 
withhold the vigilance and care due thereto, That we deliver into the Treaſury, in 
the proper times, the due rents of the Circar. That we behave in ſuch manner to 
the inhabitants and lower ſort of people, that by our good management the ſaid Pur- 
gunnahs may flouriſh and increaſe, That we ſuffer no robhers nor houſebreakers to 
remain within our diſtricts, and take ſuch care of the King's highways, that the tra- 
vellers and paſſengers may paſs and repaſs without fear or moleſtation. That (which 
God forbid) if the effects of any perſon be plundered or ſtolen, we diſcover and pro- 
duce the robbers or thieves, together with the goods, to the owners, and the cri- 
minals to condign puniſhment ; or elſe, that we ourſelves be reſponſible for the . ſaid 
goods. That we take eſpecial care, that no one be guilty of any crime, or drunken- 
neſs within the limits of our Zemindary. That after the expiration of the year, we 
take a diſcharge, according to cuſtom ;*: and that we deliver the accounts of our Ze- 
mindary, agreeable to the ſtated forms, every year into the Duftercana of the Circar ; 
and that we refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court (the 
Aſylum of the World.) For this reaſon we have given this writing as a Muchulca, 
that upon any occaſion recourſe may be had thereto. 


27 Mahals. 

Deroobuſt. Co WT. | Kiſſmuttea. 

15 Mahals. 12 Mahals. 
Amount, 222, 958, 10, 2, 3. 


Form of the Sign Manual. 


IT 1s ACCEPTED. 


Particulars of the Mahals have 
been written in the Indor ſement, 


This being the counterpart of the grant, or patent of appointment, the ſane miſtake is 
_ obſervable here, as remarked in the note on the firſt page of the Sunnud. 
1 2 WI 


Form 
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Form of the Tonifook Haier Zaminee, dated —— 


12 5 11 , 8 

Do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindary of the Kifſmut Purgunnah of 
Calcutta, &c. of the Cirear Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Sou- 
dah of Bengal, has been conferred on the nobleft of merchants, the Engliſh Company; 
I, being appointed the perſonal fecurity for the ſaid Company, with the Circar, do 
agree, and give this writing, that the aforeſaid Company ſhall be prefent and 


execute the functions of their Zemindary, If they ſhall abſent themſelves, I will 


make them appear; but if at any time I am not able to make them appear, T will be 
reſponſible for their compacts. For this reaſon I have given this writing, as a Tom- 
fook Hazir Zaminee, that upon any occaſion recourſe may be had thereto. 
Form of the Sign Manual. 
Sionen. 
Form of the Agreement for the Peſhcaſh, &c. to the Imperial Circar. 


Account of the agreement for the Peſhcaſh, &c. made for obtaining the grant of 
the Sunnud for the Zemindary of the Kifſmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the 


Circar Sautgaum, &c. in the name of uy, the Engliſh Company, for the year x165 of _ 


the Bengal zra. 


20,101 Rupees Peſhcaſh. 
Peſheaſh of the Imperial Circar 12, 1or. 
 Nazzarana Soubahdary 5,000 Rupees, 


Vizier's Fees, 
3,000 
Rupees, 222, 958, ro, 25 3. 


Mem. Here 8 in the original, a deſcription of the ſeveral Purgunnahs as before 
Specified. 


Note. The Perwanneh from the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan, for poſſeſſion of the 24 
Pargunnahs of Calcutta, &c. appears to have been granted to the Company in Decem- 
ber 1757; but the Sunnud was not made out and [ratified at Delhi, until the follow- 
ing year. The King's Firman converting the Zemindary tenure into an Altumgha, or 


perpetual holding, is dated 12th: Auguſt 1765. Lord Clive's Aunſub Titles were con- 


ferred 
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ferred on him by the King in 1757 ; but his Jager, comprehending the Ground Rent 
of the 24 Purgunnahs of Calcutta, was not obtained from the Nabob by Per wanneh be- 
fore the 13th of July 1759 nor confirmed to his Lordſhip by Firman from the King, 
until the 12th of Auguſt 1765, when the perpetual reverſion of it to the Company, 
after the expiration of about nine years from that date, was in like manner, and in 
the ſame inſtrument confirmed. 


No. III. B. 


G of a * under the Seal of the Nabob Serfraz Khan, Dewan of the 
 Soubahof Bengal. * 


BE it known to the Mautfuddies and Managers, both preſent and future, the Canon- 
goes, the Muccud-dims and Ryots of the Purgannah of Raje/hahy, &c. in the Soubah of 
Bengal, the Paradiſe of Regions, that, —in compliance with the written requeſt (Ferd 
Sawal) tranſmitted under the ſignature of the eminent and noble Shujah ul Dowlah 
Mowtemunul Muluc, Shujah ul Deen Mahomed Khan Bahader Aſſid Jung, Nazim of 
the Soubah, and in conformity to which the Ferd Hackeekut and Mutchulca having 4 
alſo been duly ſigned agreeably to the ſeveral forms herein ſet forth, the office of Ze- 
mindar of the abovementioned Purgunnahs, from the demiſe of the late Raum Jewan, 
together with the obligation of Peſhcuſh, the balances and annual aſſeſſment of the ſaid 
Purgunnahs as ſtated in the endorſement, {Zymn) ſhall devolve upon the diſtin- 
guiſhed of his family Raum Kaunt, the adopted fon of the Defunct, who diſcharging 
faithfully according to cuſtom the duties of that office, ſhall not neglect even the moſt 
trivial cares or attentions belonging to it; he ſhall remit the Peſhcuſh, &c. and the 
balances in tated inſtalments to the Treaſury, and realize the Revenues, {after taking 
credit to himſelf for ihe Muſcoorat Nancar, &c.) from year to year in the cuſtomary man- 
ner, and at the uſual ſeafons; conducting himſelf towards the Ryots and inhabitants in 


Here the great Dewanny ſeal of the Soubahis affixed, and at the end of the deed, the Byz, or 
ſignature of the Dewan ſhould appear.—It is an Arabic word that paſſeth for a mark, compoſed of 
four letters, and fignifying an egg; perhaps adopted as the ſymbol of originality and — 


or completion, 


The ſignatures to all the other forms, copies of which are exhibited on the back of the deed, - 
ſhould precede the writing, and indicate the ratification, orders, or inſpection of the Prince, or 
fome-of his Miniſters. 


The marginal notes and initials ſhew the dates of regiſtration in all the different offices of go- 
vernment, through which the inſtrument in its various parts muſt paſs, before final N in 
prefixing the great Seal of the Royal Exchequer of the Soubah. 

2 general 


78 | APPEND I K, 7 No. 4H B. 


general in a conciliating manner, and being indefatigable in the expulſion and chaſtiſe- 
ment of the refraftory—he ſhall be careful that no thieves, highwaymen, or diſturbers 
of the public peace, take ſhelter within the limits of his juriſdiction, and he is other- 
wiſe to exert his endeayours to promote the comfort and ſecurity of the Ryots, the in- 
creaſe of cultivation, population, and the Revenue, He ſhall be attentive to the pro- 
tection of the high roads, that travellers may paſs and re-paſs without danger or mo- 
leſtation ; but if a robbery ſhould be committed, he ſhall produce the perpetrators 


with their booty; which ſhall be reſtored to it's owner, and the delinquents given up 


for puniſhment; if he fails to produce the culprits, he ſhall conſider himſelf reſponſible 
for the amount plundered. He ſhall take eſpecial care, that no individual within the 
boundaries of his Zemindary ſhall practiſe any unlawful deeds or drunkenneſs, and he 
is ſtrictly forbidden from levying any Aboabs (exactions) prohibited by the Imperial 
Edict. He ſhall tranſmit the requiſite accounts of his diſtrict in the uſual manner, figned 
by himſelf. and the Cannongoes of the Soubah to the public Exchequer. Therefore, let 
the abovementioned perſons look upon him as eſtabliſhed Zemindar, exerciſing the 
functions of that ſtation, and regard the papers under his ſignature as valid, Conſi- 
dering the aboye as poſitive, let them act accordingly. Given this day, the 27th of the 
month Ramzaun ul Mobaric, the ſeventeenth year of the reign.* 


Forms of Signature on the Zymn are, 


I. LET THE ZYMN BE «WRITTEN, II. SEEN, 


Particulars of the Zymn or Inventory. 


In conformity to the requiſition (Ferd Sawat) under the ſignature of the high and 


noble Shuja ul Dowla, Mowtemein Muluc Shuja ul Deen, Mahomed Khan Bahader 
Aſſed Jung, Nazim of the Soubah, accompanied by an account of particulars (the Ferd 
Hackeekut) and Muchulca likewiſe ſigned, according to the form herein ſet forth, the 
office of the Zemindary of the Purgannah of Rajeſhahi, &c. in the Soubah of Bengal 
from the death of the late Raum Jewan, together with the obligation for Peſhcuſh, the 
balances and annual revenue of theſe Purgunnahs as hereafter particularly ſpecified, is 
conferred on Raum Kaunt, the adopted ſon of the deceaſed. 


| Mahals 164, viz. 
Deroobuſt, or whole Purgunnahs, 96. Kiſſmutteah or portions, 68. 


Of which the ſtandard Jumma or Rent is according to the account ſigned by the Can- 


nongoes of the Soubah. 


* Namely, of the reign of the Mogul Emperor Mahomed Stab, correſponding to the year 
2735-6 of the Chriſtian Era. 


Form 


y . 2 ; T2” 1 3 A 


we 1.0 . vl — 

. * . . "Wn 
. 1 
N R 2 
8 9 Wo. 8 


F DE bao” 1 „ 
VV 
„ I a ANY I In, 


AP PENYDI X, Noe. III. B. 0 
Form of the Signature on the Faru Sewval, 


Let a Sunnud be granted for the appointment, tranſmitting intelligence thereof to 
the Court, 


wie of the Ferd Sewal. 


Raum Kaunt, the adopted ſon of Raum Jewan, late Zemindar of the Purgunnah of 
Rajeſhahi, &c. in the Elyſian Soubah of Bengal, tranſmitted a petition, agreeing to 
the payment of the Peſhcuſh, the balances and annual amount of the Revenue of theſe 
Purgunnahs conformable to the detailed ſtatement, He hopes to be favoured with the 
royal command for conferring the Zemindary on him from the demiſe of the late oc- 
cupant. This being repreſented, and an account of particulars furniſhed, your orders 


are expected. 


 Mahals 164. 
Kiſſmut 68, | Deroobuſt 96. 


- 


The form of Signature is thus, 


IT HAS BEEN SEEN, 


Form of the Petition of Raum Kaunt. 


From the commencement of the Bengal year 1137, ſubſequent to the death of 
Raum Jewan, your dependent has been raiſed to act in the capacity of Zemindar of the 
Purgunnah of Rajeſhahi, &c. and henceforth with much aſſiduity collected the whoie 
Revenue proceeding from both the Khalſa and Jageer lands till the year 1140. But the 
dependent Purgunnahs being diſperſed in remote Chucklas contiguous to the poſſeſſions 
of powerful Zemindars, whilſt your petitioner has not yet been favoured by a Sunnud, 
his want of authority, from a precarious eſtabliſhment in the Zemindary, leaves the 
Ryots and frontier lands expoſed to the oppre:..ons of theſe Zemindars, which equally 
divert the attention of the Ryots from the operations of agriculture, and of the Go- 
maſtahs (his agents) from their duty in endeavouring to promote an increaſe of popu- 
lation. He therefore hopes to be honoured with a Firman or royal Sunnud, and Per- 
wannah from the Soubadar and Dewan, for the Zemindary of the above Purgunnabs, 
which will be productive of infinite credit and advantage. 


A. D 1730. 
1 3 


do 
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In expectation of being favoured with a Firman and Perwannahs, the Peſhcuſh, &c. 
ef Government with the balances on the annual aſſeſſment, are agreed to couformably 
to the following ſtatement : 


30, 56, 703, 12, * 
The amount of the yearly Jum- The Peſhcuſh, &c. in hopes 
ma Toomary (doomſday valuation) of obtaininga Firman and Per- 
of the Khalſa and Jageer lands. wannah. EY 
28, 53, 325, 10, 11. | 12, 03, 378, 1, 11. 
The balance due from 0 Peſhcuſh, &c, 
Raum Jewan. | 
1, 92, 378, 1, 11. 10, 11, ooo. 
Pefhcuſh. Nuzzerannah. 
Subadarry. 
8, 17, 00. 167, 000. 
Huck ul Vizaret 
. 27, 000. 
: To be paid by inſtalments, 


Form of the Signature. 


After taking a Muchulca, let a Sunnud be granted in the uſual manner. 


Form of the Ferd Hackeecut. 


In compliance to the Ferd Sewal, figned by the moſt high and noble Shuja ul Dowla, 
Mowtemun ul Muluc, Shuja ul Deen Mahomed Khan Bahader, Aſſid Jung, Nazim of 
the Suba, (the particulars of which are expreſſed) the Zemindary of the Pergunnah 
of Rajeſhahi, &c. in the Elyſian Suba of Bengal, from the demiſe of the late Raum 
Jewan, with the obligation for the Peſhcuſh, &c. the balances and amount of the 

_ yearly aſſeſſment, agreeable to the p:; -ticulars being aſſigned to Raum Kaunt (the 
adopted ſon of the deceaſed) he has accordingly applied for a Perwannah. With re- 
ſpe to iſſuing this Perwannah, after the receipt of the Muchulca and Caboleat ac- 
cording to cuſtom, your orders will be adhered to. MF 


Here follows a repetition of the names and doomſday valuation of all the Pergun- 
nahs or ſub-· diviſions of the Zemindary, being one hundred and ſixty-four in number, 
according to the Schedule, tranſmitted under the ſignature of the Canongoes, parti- 


_ cularizing 


1 
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tularizing the Khalſa and Jageer lands with their reſpective portions of the total ori- 
ginal crown rent, and the amount of Peſhcuſh, &c. to he liquidated by yearly inſtal- 
ments; agreed to in contideration of the extenſive rights and privileges hitherto en- 
joyed by the officiating Zemindar on the precarious tenure of a temporary provincial 
writ, or the annual ſettlement of the Bundobuſt, but henceforth made permanent, 
eventually for life, by a Dewanny Sunnud, under ſanction of the royal authority.] 


Theſe particulars, and the ſucceeding forms of Muchulca, &c. are here omitted as 
unneceſſary; the former being drawn out in a ſimilar detail of Pergunnahs and valued 
rent, as already-exhibited in the Company's Sunnud for their Zemindary of the 24 Per- 
gunnahs of Calcutta; and the Muchulca being the exact counterpart, (excepting the 
date) in terms of the preſent Sunnud to the Zemindar of Rajeſhahi, given as an obliga- 
tion on his part for the performance of the ſeveral duties enjoined by the tenor of bis 


commiſſion, 


No. 1 


Copy of a Sunnud under the great Dewanny Seal of the Honourable Com- | 
pany, given on the 20th Jumadial . in the 13th year of the reign. 


BE it known to the Mutſuddies of the . both preſent and future, the Chow- 
dries, Canongoes, Mucuddims, Ryots, and Farmers of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, 
&c. in the Sircar of Khaleefetabad, dependent on the Chuckla of Jeffore, in the Ely- 
ſian Souba of Bengal, that in conformity to the Ferd Sewal, under the ſignature 
of the moſt high and noble Mowtemin ul Mulluc, Mobaricuddowla, Seyed Mobaric 
Ali Khan Bahader, Firoz Jung, Nazim of the Souba, accompanied by a ſigned Ferd 
Hackeecut and Muchulca, the forms of which are herein ſet forth, —the office of 
Chowdry of the Kifſmut of the ſaid Purgunnah, &c. from the period of Kiſhen Singh's 
diſmiſſion, (Taghere) with the obligation for 2,001 Rupees Peſhcuſh, &c. from the 
1ſt of Rubbial Sani, in the 13th year of the reign, or the year 1178 of the Bengal 
Ara, is conferred on the diſtinguiſhed Prawn Kiſhen Singh according to the Zymn; 
to the ends, that he may diſcharge the functions of that ſtation in a proper manner, 
and conformably to cuſtom, without neglecting the moſt trivial duties, and by his 
popular and engaging manner, preſerve the affections of the Ryots and promote the 
proſperity of the Purgunnah; that he ſhall labour to increaſe the cultivation, the 
number of inhabitants, and the Revenue of the State; that he ſhall be attentive to 
the highways, ſo that paſſing and repaſſing may be ſafe for the traveller, and no com- 
plaints of thefts or robberies be preferred. But if, (which God forbid) the effects 
of any perſon ſhould be plundered, they ſhall be produced together with the guilty 
M perſon, 
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perſon, and after reſtoring them to their legal poſſeſſor, the culprit ſhall be delivered 
over to puniſhment; on failure of which he (the Chowdry) is to be reſponſible for 
the damage ſuſtained, He ſhall be careful that no individual indulges in vice, or 
drunkenneſs; that the dues of Government be realized at the uſual ſeaſons; and at the 
expiration of the year, deducting his eſtabliſhed allowances of Muſcoorat, he ſhall 
tranſmit the uſual vouchers to the State Dufter, always refraining from the exaction 
of interdicted impoſts. Let the above-mentioned perſons, therefore, conſider him as. 

: Chowery of the Kiſſmut of ſaid Purgunnahs, and the duties of that ſtation as devol- 
ving on him. This is to be deciſive. Written on the above date, (anſwering to the- 
year 1771, A.D.) Signature the By z. 


Form of the Signatures on the Zymm. 


I. SEEN, II. LET THE ZYMN BE WRIT TEN. 


— > — ————————— n = = 


Particulars of the Zymn.. 


IN compliance with the Ferd Sewal under the ſignature of the moſt high and noble 

Mowtemin ul Muluc, Mobaricuddowla, Seyed Mobaric Ali Khan Bahader, Firoz 

| Jung, the Nazim of the Souba, accompanied'by a Ferd Hackeecut and Muchulca, 
| ſigned likewiſe, agreeably to the annexed forms, the office of Chowdry of the Kiſſmut 
of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. in the Sircar of Khalfetabad, &c. dependent on 
the Chuckla of. Jeſſore in the Souba of Bengal, from: the diſmiſſion of Kiſhen Singh, 
&c. with the obligation. for 2001 rupees Peſhcuſh, &c. to Government, from the 
beginning of the Bengal year 1178, or 1ith of April, in 1771, is conferred on ths. 
diſtinguiſhed and eminent Prawn Kiſhen. Singh. 


Form of the Signature.. 


LET A SUNNUD BB GRANTED:. 
Form of the Ferd Sewwal.. 


IN conſequence of the petition preſented by Prawn Kiſhen Singh,  and'embelliſhed 
by the ſign manual, conformably to the accompanying form, the office of Chowdry 
of the Kiſſmut of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. in the Circar of Khalifetabad, depen» 
dent on the Chuckla of Jeſſore, in the Elyſian Souba of Bengal, from the diſmiſſion 
of Kiſhen Singh, &c. is conferred on the diſtinguiſhed and eminent Prawn Kiſhen 
Singh, who under an obligation for Peſhcuſh, &c. to Government, to the amount of 


2001 . rupees, hopes to be favoured. with a Sunnud, reſpecting which your com- 
mands are exported. 


5 Mahals, 
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5 Mahals, whole and parts of Purgunnahs. 


F or whole Kiſmutteah or diviſions 
One. 5 Four. 


The fixt Jumma according to the ſigned account of the Canongos of the Soubah. 


Form of the Sign Manual. 


LET A SUNNUD BE GRANTED. 


Copy of the Petition from Prawn Kijhen Singh. 


JO the illuſtrious Nabob, health. From the gracious benignity of your High- 
neſs's ſlaves, I have been in the occupancy of the office of Chowdry of the Kiſſmut 
of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. in the Circar of Khalifetabad, &c. in the Soubah 
of Bengal, the Paradiſe of regions, from the period of Kiſhen Singh's diſmiſſion, and 
now hope to be confirmed in the ſame, by favour of a Dewanny Sunnud. 


11,054 4 12 
Jageer lands, Khalſa lands, 
14,37, 14, Is | 10,216, 6, 11. 
Conditional Jageer Jageer Circar 
Foujedary of the 1392, 2, 1. 
Chuckla of Jeffore | 
75 12. 


Kiſſmut of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. in the Circar Khalifetabad from the 
period of the difmiſſion of Kiſhen Singh and Lechminarrain. 
4 Mahals. 


— 


Deroobuſt One. Kiſmutteah Three. 
Eſtabliſhed Jumma, 
6415, 14, 1. 


—_— 


Khalſa Sherefa, Jageers, 
4978. 1437, 14, 1. 


— — M4 


M 2 Jageer 
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Jageer Circar Conditional 
1362, 2, 1. Foujedary 
757 12. 


3 


EK̃iſſmut Purgunna Hoog/a Zeypoor one whole Purgunnat» 
and Futtebpoor Two Mehals, Khalſa land 
Kiſmutteah. - | 2111, 10, 14. 
Eſtabliſhed Jumma of 3-4ths ſhare 
of theſe diviſions,, 


4,228, 7, 7. 
Khalſa portion, Jageer Circar, 
2,866, 5 6. 1,362, 23. 1. 
Kiſſmut Purgunnali 


Abmedabad One Mahal. 
Kiſſmutteah Jumma. of 475, 12. 
3+4th ſhare Conditional 

Jageer. 1 


Kifſmut of: the Purgunnah of Bilphuliah, in Circar Futtehabad, from the diſmiſſion 


of Kiſhen Singh and Burjlol. 


On Mhal Kiſſmutteah the proportion of 10 annas, or 10-16ths. 
5,268, 6, 11 Khalſa land, 


[Then follow allithe other forms of the Ferd Hackeekut, the Muchulea, Tomſook, Ha- 
ir Zaminy, and Cabooleat, for the Peſhcaſh, &c. which are omitted, as already ſet forth 
in the Company's Sunnud. It may, however, be obſerved, that one of the Canongoes 
is in this, as in moſt inſtances, the Zaminy, or perſonal ſecurity ; and that the Peſh- 
cuſh is ſtated to have been thus appropriated, viz. Pę e/hcuſh to the King or Govern- 
ment, 1000 rupees. Nuzzeranah to the Soubahdar or Nazim, 700; and Huck ul Vi- 


zaret, or dues of the Vizier, 300 rupees. ] 


No: IIL 
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Copy of the Tujveiz Nama, written on the 1½ of the Moon Rubbial Sami, 
in the 12th Year of the Reign, 1185. A. H. tranſlated. 


Copy of the Reſolution of the Gentlemen of the Council of Murſhedabad. 


FROM the repreſentation given in by the Naib Dewan (M. R. Khan) explanatory 

of the petition, the pretenſions of the ſaid Prawn Kiſhen Singh to the Zemindary of 
Hoogla are ſufficiently aſcertained, and the Gentlemen of the Council award him 
poſſeſſion, more particularly as being a man of reſponſibility and fortune, the dues of 
Government will be collected without difficulty, and the ſituation of the diſtrict 


improved. 


It is conſequently reſolved, that the Naib Dewan be deſired to prepare a Sunnud, 
and that a copy of our proceedings, tranſlated into Perſian, and atteſted by the Seal of 
the Dewanny, be given to the ſaid Prawn Kiſhen Singh. 


Forms of the Super ſcription. 


1ſt SEEN. 2d EXAMINED. 
Jeloos 22th+(A.R,) (A. R.) 12th Jeloos. (A. R.) 12th Jeloos. 
1ſt Rubbial ſani copied 1ſ Rubbial ſani received. 1ſt Rubbial fani depoſited 
in the Index. in the Dewanny Dufter. amongſt the publio records. 
No. III. E. 


Copy of the PP rwanah, written on the 12th of July 1775, Bengal Style. 


BE it known to Prawn Kiſhen Singh, Talookdar of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. 
that the fortunate ſeaſon of Poonia, for the. Bengal year 1182, in the Sudder of the 
Calcutta diſtri, is fixed on the 12th of Sawon, on Tueſday, between the hours of 
nine and two in the day; and for the Mofuſſil, the 4th of Sawon, on Monday. It is 


conſequently ordered, that the Poonia for your Talook, take place on the day ap- 
f Sous pointed, 


pointed, after which you are to tranſmit to the preſence, an account of the Kiſls 
(inſtalments) as ſettled. Conſider this as peremptory. Written on the above date, 


A. D. 1775, | A. D. 1775, 
22d July, 21ſt July, 
or 9th Afar 1132. or qth Sawon. 
Copy received in Copy depoſited 4 
the Dewanny Duſter. in the Dufter. 2 
| No. III. F. 


* 

4 

2 

3 
4 


Copy of a Perwannah, and under the Seal of M. R. Khan Naib of the 
Soubab, and of the Dewanny, given on the zd of the Moon Rubbial Sani, 
= . - in the 12th Year of the Reign. 


TO: the Mutſuddies preſent and future, the Canongoes, Muccuddims, Ryots, and 
| Farmers of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. dependent on the Circar of Khalifetabad, 
. &c. in the Elyſian Soubah of Bengal, know that the office of Zemindar of the ſaid 
3 | Purgunnah is conferred on the diſtinguiſhed Prawn Kiſhen Singh, from the period of 
| the diſmiſſion of Kiſhen Singh. That conformably to his engagement, he ſhall diſ- 
| charge punctually the duties of his office, nor neglect even the moſt trivial precautions * 
that indefatigable in promoting the augmentation of the number of inhabitants, and 
amount of collections, he ſhall realize the Revenues at the ſtated periods: that he 
ſhall be attentive to prevent thefts or robberies within his limits, and protect the 
f highways for the convenience and ſecurity of travellers ; but if (which God forbid) | 
| the effects of any ſhould be ſtolen or plundered, after producing the robber with the 
| ſtolen goods, the latter ſhall be delivered to the rightful owner, and the firſt to pu- 
1 niſhment, on failure of which, to be anſwerable for the loſs: that he ſhall permit no 
one to indulge in vice or ebriety; and, that at the expiration of the year, having com- 
pleted the collections, he is to deduct his uſual allowance of Muſcoorat from that 
| amount, but to refrain always from exacting the duties forbidden by the Imperial 
Court, and to be punctual in tranſmitting the requiſite vouchers to the Exchequer Of- 
fice. Let, therefore, his appointment to the Zemindary be acknowledged with all 
the authorities and privileges appertaining to that office ; and let the papers authenti- 
cated by him be conſidered as valid for the ſaid Purgunnah, where he is to be veſted 
| | ; In 
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in the eftabliſhed means of /ub/;ence and dwelling (Nancar and Khanabadi.) Conſider 


the above as deciſive, and let it be executed —— 


date. 


Written on the aforeſaid 


Particulars of the Zymn, being the only Forms obſerved on the Back of this Inſirument. 


The office of Zemindar of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. in the Circar of Khali- 
fetabad, &c. dependent on the Chucla of Jeſſore, in the Soubah of Bengal, the earthly 
Paradiſe, from the period of Kiſhen Singh's diſmiſſion, is conferred on the diſtinguiſhed 


and eminent. Prawn Kiſhen Singh.“ 


5 Mahals, Deroobuſt and Kiſſmut. 


— 


— 


The Kiſſmut of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. 
in the Circar of Khalifetabad. 


4 Mahals Deroobuſt and Kiſſmut. 


Kiſſmut of the Pargunnak of q | Purgunnah 
Hoogla and Futtehpoor, in of Joypoor, 


the proportion of 12 Annas. ] One Mahl Deroobuſt. 


2 Mahals Kiſſmut. 


Kiſſinut of the Purgunnah of Ahmedabad, 
in the proportion of 12 Anas. . 


1 Mahal Kiſfut. 


Kiſſmut of the Purgunnah of Beelphulia, 
in Circar Futtehabad, i in the propor- 


tion of 10 Annas. 
1 Mahal Kiſſmut. 


A. R. 12th (Jeloos) 


Z3aͥ Rubbial ſani. 


Copy entered in the 
the Index. 


A. R. 12th (Jeloos) 


4th Rubbial ſani, 
depoſited among 
the State Papers, 


_ 


'1Y 
A. R. 12th (Jeloos) 


4th Rubbial ſani, 
Copy received in 
the Dewanny Duſter. 


This Perwannah was ifſued immediately after the Tujveeznama, paſſed in the Council at 
Murſhedabad, and to operate until a Dewanny Sunnud ſhould be procured, which might not be 


in leſs than a twelve-month, on account of its tedious. forms, 


No. III. 


No. III. G. 


Copy of a Perwannah from the Sjubadar Nujim ul Dowlah, given on the 
1 5th Zulcadeh, in the 6th year of the reign, in 1765-0. 


BE it known to the Mutſuddies preſent and future, the Canongoes, Mucuddims, 
Ryots, and farmers of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. dependent on the Chucla of 
Jeſſore in the Circar of Khalifetabad in Bengal, the elyſium of the univerſe; that the 
office of Zemindar of the ſaid Purgunnah is conferred on the diſtinguiſhed and emi- 
nent Prawn Kiſhen Singh, conformable to his engagement for diſcharging punctually 
the duties of that ſtation, without omitting the ſlighteſt minutiæ; and behaving to- 
wards the Ryots, ſo as to render them grateful and happy, exerting himſelf at the ſame 
time to increaſe the population, till a ſpan of land ſhall not remain uncultivated. He 
mall realize the aſſeſſment to the laſt dam, remitting his collections by ſtated inſtal- 
ments to the Treaſury, and not leaving a ſingle d:rem due by the Ryot. He ſhall be 
extremely attentive that no traces of thefts, nightly murders, or robberies appear 
within his juriſdiction; but if the property of any ſhould be pillaged, he ſhall produce 
it, together with the culprit, and after reſtoring the former to its original poſſeſſor, 
deliver the latter over to puniſhment, or remain reſponſible for the detriment ſuffered. 
He ſhall guard the highways ſo effectually, that the traveller may find a ſecure paſ- 
{age and that every one may ſafely follow his buſineſs or avocation. He ſhall prohi- 
bit drunkenneſs and other illegal acts, and exact a penal obligation from venders of 
fre arms and powder, to prevent them from furniſhing offenſive weapons, balls, or 
powder to the mutinous or refractory. Let the abovementioned perſons therefore ac- 
knowledge him as lawful Zemindar, and the Zemindary papers under his ſignature as va- 
lid; and conſidering the functions of that office as devolving or. him, let them not deviate 
from his advice, as his approbation or diſpleaſure is conſequential. Regarding the 
above as peremptory let it be adhered to. Written as aboye, * 
i | The 


* In order to explain fully the occaſions, force, and effect of this, with all the preceding writs 
relative to the Zemindary grant of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. Appendix No. III C, D, E, 
F, and G. It is to be obſerved that the Perwannahs of the Soubadar and Naib Dewan, are termed 
Dakbilly, as neceſſary to give po/eſfon, after the Tujvees nama, or decree of Goverument, hath 
been paſſed, aſcertaining the pretenſions of the individual ſoliciting the Zemindary grant, and 
until the Dewanny Sunnud, which is to complete his rights, can be made out and obtained under all 
the formalities neceſſary to eſtabliſh its validity. After that he is regularly ſummoned annually, 
(vide Appendix III. E) under the title of Zemindar or Chowdry, to attend the Pooxia, or uſual 
meeting of all ſuch officers, or farmers general, to enter into new contracts or engagements with 
Government for the whole of the enſuing year's collections of Revenue rent from the Ryots, ac- 

rording to the eſtabliſhed aſſeſſment in their as juriſdictions, 
2 And 
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Particulars of the 7,ymn. 


| The office of Zemindar of the Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. dependent on the Chucla 
of Jeſſore in the Souba of Bengal from the period of Kiſhen Singh's diſmiſſion is con- 


ferred on Prawn Kiſhen Singh. | 


4 Mahals. 
EKiſhmut of 12 Annas in the The Pure "EE 
Purgunnah of Hoogla, &c. of Belphrhullia 
the Zemindary of Kiſhen Denn 
Singh and Lechminarain. | 
3 Mahals, 1 Mhal. S2 
; Q 5 2 
woes TT... "pots 2 
Hoogla Jay poor. Kiſhen Singh's Talook, 3 C Q D 
1 Mhal. . 1 Mhal. Birj lal's Talook. 33 2 
; N =) 8 — 
_ . BS > 
Mahommedabad. Bulha Rai a Talook. 7 © 
1 Mhal. Beer Bhuddur a Talook. 
| Extract 


And here it may not be improper to remark, that the obſervance of this form conſidering the 
defign and object of the Poonia, ſeems ſtill as indiſpenſably neceſſary under the Company's Ad- 
miniſtration as it ever could be thought under the Conſtitution of the Mogul Empire ; for, as the 
extent of Zemindary juriſdictions, ground in actual tillage, and value of groſs produce, muſt per- 
petually fluctuate, when depending on caſualties of ſeaſon, peace or war, famine, peſtilence, 
drought, inundations, ſea or river depredations; but more eſpecially when depending on the de- 
gree of eaſe, ſecurity. and freedom enjoyed by the peaſantry, with the greater or leſs moderation 
and equity of their individual proportions of the general rent-roll or neceſſary demands of the 
State; and when depending alſo on the precarious circumſtances of the Zemindars, that is to 
ſay, whether they have been in the hands of good or evil managers, for themſelves and the pub- 
lic; ſo there muſt be conſtant yearly variations in the capacity of the country and people to bear a 
uſt and neceſſary aſſeſſment, w hich as inyariably will indicate the expediency of Periodical ſettle- 
ments annually, 

Anodics important remark which occurs-on reviewing the papers relative to this little territorial 
Juriſdiction of -Hoogla, is, that the number of revolutions it has undergone in the ſhort ſpace of 
twenty years from 1757 to 1777, throw a great deal of light on the nature of Zemindary te- 
nures in general. At the commencement of that period Rien Chund, &c. were the Zemindars 
in occupancy, and were then diſiniſſed to make room for Xi/her Singh and Lechminarain, who had 
been recently diſpoſſeſſed of their official holding in Moodagatcha, one of the 24. Turgunnahs of 


Calcutta, to complete the Zemindary of the Company. In 1765, Ahern Singh, &c. were remo- 


ved, and Prawn Kiſt en was appointed in their place, by virtue of a Perwannah from the Nabob, 


of which the above is a copy. Pranvn Kiſhen in his turn, being ſoon afterw ards ouſted, as not 
f N TJ having 
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No. IV. A. 


Extra of a Letter from the Provincial Council of Moorſhadabad to the 
Governor General and Council, 8th of Sept. 1777. 


WE have alſo the honour to encloſe you a repreſentation from Lechminarain, one of 

= the Canongoes, whoſe houſe and effects has been ſequeſtered by a warrant from the ſu- 
. preme Court, obtained at the ſuit of the Nabob Ehteram ul Dowla; and another from 
our Dewan, who hath been ſummoned to give evidence in a cauſe that hath been inſti- 
tuted by Ehteram ul Dowla, againſt the Canongoe Lechminarain, for an old debt on 
account of the revenue. The repreſentations ſpeak for themſelves. We ſhall there- 
| | fore only take the liberty of obſerving, that, if the old debts contracted by Zemindars 
| are to be revived in the ſupreme Court, there is hardly a Zemindary that will not be ſe- 
queſtered, 


— 
. * 2 = 


No. IV. B. 


| Extract of an Arzee of Sumbooram, Naib to Lechmenarain C. e. 
| 
| encloſed. 


MY principal is ſervant of the King of Hindoſtan, and being exalted greatly above all 
the people of Bengal, and promoted to the poſt of Canongoe, is in the management of 


9 having a Dewanny Sunnud, it devolved again on Xiſhen Singh, &c. until 1771, when at the re- 
a commendation of M. R. Xhan, he was finally diſmifſed from his office, and Prawn Kher rein- 
ſtated in the Zemindary, under a reſolution of the revenue council and the ſanction of a Dewanny 
4 Sunnud. Nevertheleſs in 1777, after fix years regular legal occupancy, Prawn Kiſhen's pre- 
tenfions were ſet aſide, and thoſe of Kiſben Singh once more eſtabliſhed, though it does not appear 
on what other rightful grounds than the will of the Sovereign or his power of diſmiſſion; for if it 
F had been on the plea of the new unfounded doctrine, of private Zemindary rights of property and 
inheritance, which was about this time firſt promulgated, Government would not have ſtopt ſhort 
in reinſtating X;fen Singh, and Lechminarain, but injuſtice would have proceeded to the reſtora- 
tion of Kiſben Chxnd, &c. the original poſſeſſors of Hoogla, at leaſt as far back as known to the 
Engliſh Adminiſtration, and who were only removed from thence to make room for Kiſhen Singh, 
4 &c. who had been in like manner removed from Moodagatcha, for the purpoſe of completing the 
Company's Zemindary of the 24 Purgunnahs of Calcutta. And this may ſerve as one of the innu- 
merable inſtances of difficulty that muſt occur, in diſcriminating the individual natives intended to 
be deſcribed under the recent publiſhed regulations of the Bengal Government, to conclude a fen 
years ſettlement with the actual (meaning alſo undoubtedly rightful) « ran of the "aol as 
Zemindars, Chowdries, and Talookdars.”* 


1 e * 


* Lechminarain the Canongoe, was alſo Sid of Rokinpoor, in which latter capacity he 
had been 1 


1 affairs, 
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affalrs, obedient to the Dewan of this Soubah alone; and beſides this, has no connection 
with the Company, or any Engliſh gentleman. Notwithſtanding this, on account of 

debts of many years ſtanding, claimed by the aforeſaid Nabob (regarding what my prin- 
| eipal Naibs, who are either dead or diſplaced, were acquainted, but of which he himſelf 
knows nothing) ſuch a diſturbance has been raiſed as hath never happened before to any 
Canongoe or Zemindar (many of whom have ſuch debts as theſe) and has been the occa - 
ſion of the greateſt diſtreſs and affliction. Since my principal has not the power of 
diſcharging his preſent debts, how is it poſſible he ſhould anſwer thoſe of ſo many 
years ſtanding? Beſides the examination of theſe matters belongs to the Khalſa She- 
reefah; I hope, therefore, that this affair may be properly repreſented, and the ſer- 


jeant may be ſpeedily recalled, 


Ne EY. © 


Extract of Conſultations held at Fort William the 1 3th Nov. 1778. Re- 
port from the Commiſſioner of Law Suits. 


THE preſent caſe is without any precedent. Since the eſtabliſhment of the Supreme 
Court, no queſtion has been agitated before it, which could bring the rights of Ze- 
mindars to a diſcuſſion, Many ſuits indeed have been commenced againſt them, but 
they have always pleaded to the juriſdiction; and, except when the cauſe happened 
to be managed by an unſkilful attorney, their plea has always been ſuſtained. They 
have been conſidered as land-holders, poſſeſſed of extenſive territories, paying a cer- 
tain land tax or aſſeſſment to Government. This exemption of the Zemindars from 
the juriſdiction of the Supreme Court, has ſerved perhaps more than any other cauſe, to 
ſet limits to the embarraſſment which the introduction of an inſtitution ſo new, and ſo 
little congenial with the principles of this Government, was likely to have produced, 
A powerful claſs of men, under whoſe protection the great body of the people lived, 
continued to feel no ſuperior, but the Company's government; to know no laws but 
the uſages and cuſtoms of this country; and to preſerve, throughout the interior part 
of theſe provinces, the ancient modes of government by which the Revenue is collected 


and the peace and ſubordination of ſociety preſerved. 


| It appears therefore, that the Zemindars cannot be rendered more independent of 
the court, by any deciſion which may be paſſed regarding them; but a judicial inquiry 
into their rights and tenures, whenever it ſhall happen, is likely to have important 


conſequences on the government of this country. Should it be determined, that a 
N 2 Zemindar 
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Zemindar is an hereditary officer, who collects the Revenue in truſt for Government, 
whoſe Jumma is fixed only to prevent embezzlement, and who is liable to be removed 
at will, it will be argeed, and on plauſible grounds, that every Zemindar is a ſerbant 
of the Company, an officer of Government, and therefore ſubject to the juriſdiction 
of the Court. Should it on the other hand be decided, that a Zemindar is an abſo- 
lute proprietor of his Zemindary, in every inſtance where he is diſpoſſeſſed, he may re- 
claim his right thus eſtabliſhed by a proceſs in the ſupreme court againſt the Company, 
conteſt the grounds on which he is excluded from poſſeſſion, or on which his land is 
aſſeſſed; in ſhort, in whatever way the queſtion may be decided, it is likely to open 
a wide field for litigation, and ſerve to involve this Government in ſuits brought 
either directly againſt the Company, or which can be defended only by them and 
their officers. As ſoon as the ſtate and rights of a Zemindar are clearly fixed and 
explained to the lawyers in the court, they will, by analogy, claſs him with ſome kind 
of tenures in England, and conduct their ſuits, not according to the principles of this 
government, but by the authorities and maxims which the law of England hath laid 
down with reſpect to ſuch tenures. 


No. IV. D. 


Exiratt of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated the 4th of 
December, 1778. 


*&©. HAVING obtained a copy of the publication made by the Sheriff for the ſale 
of the above Zemindary, and being of opinion, that the intended act of the Sheriff was 
contrary to the law and immemorial practice of this country, by which no Zemindary 
can be alienated or transferred from the actual Zemindar, without the conſent and 
formal ſanction of Government firſt had and obtained ; nor the new Zemindar allowed 
to enter on poſſeſſion, or to collect the rents from the Ryots, or to exerciſe any other 
Zemindary rights, without a Sunnud granted by Government for thoſe purpoſes.” 
This was followed by a public proclamation to the ſame effect. 


No. IV. 
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No. IV. E. 


Exiract of a Letter from Sir Elijab Impey to Land Viſcount Weymouth, 
dated, Fort Mi tram, 12th March, 1 7 780. 


« THAT the court does not, nor ever did, claim any juriſdiction over Zemindars, 
ſimply as Zemindars, but that their charaQters of Zemindars will not exempt them from 
the juriſdiction of the Court, if they be employed, or be directly or indirectly in the 
ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, or any other Britiſh ſubject. | 


« That with regard to Zemindars or other land-holders we arc ignorant what queſ- 
tion is to be referred, and to whom, As no diſtin defined propoſition is laid before the 
Court, by which it may appear by what right the Governor General and Council take 
on them to determine, excluſively of this Court, who are and who are not objects of 
its juriſdiction; nor why Zemindars, or other ſet of men, if employed by or in the 
ſervice of the Company, or of a Britiſh ſubje&, is not within the juriſdiction ; nor 
why the Governor General and Council prohibit either Zemindars, or others whom 
they deem not objects of the Court's juriſdiction, from ſubmitting the — to a 


trial before the Court on a plea,” 


No. IV. F. 


Extract of the Board's reſolutions and declarations to the Supreme Court 
bn the Caſſyurah Caſe. 


« THAT if the Zemindars and other land-holders thereof, by any pretended law, 
or conſtruction of law, which they are well aſſured was never meant to extend to them, 
ſhould be withdrawn from the excluſive juriſdiction of the Governor General, and 
made amenable to that of the Supreme Court, and ſtill more, if they ſhould be placed 
between diſtinct and claſhing juriſdictions, it will not be poſſible for the Governor 
General and Council to inſure the collections of the Revenues; but if any conſider- 
able failure ſhould take place therein, they truſt that the judges in their wiſdom will 
conſider, before it be too late, the fatal conſequences that muſt follow,” 


No, IV, 
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No. IV. G. 


Copy of a Ter from Sir Elijah Impey to Lord V, Weymouth, 
2d of March, 1780. 


« THE advocates, attornies, and officers of the Court, who have not already fuc- 
ceeded, will be reduced to a moſt deplorable ſituation. The Attornies have petitioned 
us, that. on account of the difficulty of their procuring ſubſiſtence in the preſent ſtate 
of things, that their number may not be increaſed by new admiſſions: though per- 
ſons may come from England ſo qualified and recommended that we may not be able to 
comply with this requiſition, yet I really apprehend we ſhall do them little ſervice by 

admitting them; for it ſeems to me, it will be only to give them the privilege of 
ſtarving in company with the preſent attornies. 


From Sir John Day's opinion it 6 either that the Court had determined 
the character of Zemindar, ſubjected the poſſeſſor of it to the Court; nothing like 
which has ever been adjudged or ſuggeſted hy any judge, either in or out of Court; he 
thinks Zemindars, though employed by or in the ſervice of the Company, are, be- 
cauſe Zemindars, excepted out of the act of Parliament; for which (though he ſeems 
to treat it as a clear caſe) I cannot diſcover his authority or argument. What he 
means by © the only word in the act that admits of latitude of conſtruction, contrary 
to the evident intention of the legiſlature, to which the judges have given their own 
application,“ I cannot divine. I know of no determination of the Court which has 
for its ſupport ſuch force given to a particular word, We have always propoſed, 
however we may have failed, to make the general tenor and evident intention of the 
act our rule in all queſtions of juriſdiction; and I truſt, on the candid examination 
of our proceedings, we ſhall be found {crupulouſly cautious not to extend it beyond 
the cleareſt and moſt defined limits which can be put upon it, and not to admit forced 
conſtruction for the purpoſe of enlarging it, however beneficial ſuch conſtruction 


might be. This I:contended for againſt Mr. Juſtice Le Maiſtre all his life, and have 


uniformly kept to ever ſince. The argument in favour of Zemindars, &c. as to ex- 
empting them from the Court, which is moſt relied on, and has been ſcriouſly in- 
fiſted on to me, is, that they have contracted debts at high intereſt, when there was 
no ſuch thing as regular juſtice; that the contracting parties never expected, that 
the money could be recovered by courſe of law; that the lender ſolely depended on 
the contingency of obtaining a patron, who would be able to compel payment from 
the borrower, and the borrower at the ſame time looked to find a powerful patron, 
who would ſecure him from the demands of his creditor. It is now ſaid, it would be 


extremely cruel to render certain, by the means of the Court, that the recovery, which 


both parties intended ſhould be contingent, Againſt this powerful argument, I have 
found 


found it in vain to urge, that it was juſt, that the principle at leaſt ſhould be paid, 
and that it was in the power of the Court to mitigate unconſcionable intereſt ; that if 
the contingency had now turned out in favour of the lender by the patronage of his 
Majeſty, it was but fair he ſhould avail himſelf of it, and that it was now only be- 
come a queſtion in all caſes where the Zemindar, &c. fell within the deſcriptions which 
would make other natives liable to the Court, whether the contingency had happened 
in favour of him or his creditor, that is, whether protection was to be found in the 
| King's Court for juſtice, or in the Company's ſervants for injuſtice. I may ſafely 

ayer, that there cannot be a more fruitful - ſource of corruption, a ſtronger engine 
of arbitrary power, than a diſcretionary right to permit or prohibit the recovery of 
juſt debts, and to ſubject to, or protect, the moſt opulent and moſt powerful natives 
from puniſhment. No doubt of the honeſty of the debt due from Soondermarrain to 
Coffinaut Baboo ; it was not till after many fruitleſs applications to Government, not 
in nature of ſuing for juſtice but for fayour, that at the end of ſeveral years his plaint 
was filed in the Court. | 
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e Zemindars have not always been ſuch favourites of Government; nor are they ſo, 
but when the Court is oppoſed to them.“ 


No. IV. H. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal 
to the Court of Diredlors, 25th January, 1780. 


OUR. inquiries particularly pointed at the Zemindars of theſe provinces; and becauſe 
we clearly foreſaw how deeply your Revenues might be affected by their being de- 
clared to be within their juriſdiction, we ſo accurately deſcribed them, that a doubt 
could not remain of the relation in which they ſtood to this Government. 


For our information and guidance, we were aſſured from the higheſt legal authority, 
that a Zemindar, quoad Zemindar, was not ſubject to the Juriſdiction ; and the only 
word, in that opinion, which ſeemed to imply a reſervation, we underſtood to be 
meant as an exception of thoſe caſes in which a Zemindar might, by his own act, give 
the Count a juriſdiction, which otherwiſe it would not have. And here we muſt ob- 
ſerve, that in that of the Rajah of Coſſijurah, it is not pretended that he is in the 
ſervice of the Company, or any of his Majeſty's ſubjects; or that by the bond on which 
this action is brought, he has wayed his exemption.” | 


No. V. 
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Extract of — of the Gb General and Council, in Dal Re- 
venue Department, 5th September, 17 77. | 


Form of a Bundobuſty Sunnud to be given to thoſe Zemindars with whom a ſet- 
tlement is made for their own Zemindaries. 


BE it own to the Zemindar of the Purgunnah ee -in the Chuckla of 
in Bengal, the paradiſe of regions. OY | 


_ Whereas the Gublement of the Revenue of the ſaid Purgunnah has, from the com- 
mencement of the Bengal year 1184, been made with, and committed to him, he is 
religiouſly and faithfully, and with truth and rectitude, to carry on and attend to the 
duties and offices annexed thereunto ; and keeping, by his good conduct, the body of 
Ryots, and the whole community, ſatisfied and contented. He is to cauſe the agri- 
culture and improvement of the country to be punctually carried on at the proper 
periods, that the marks of population and improvement may abundantly appear. He 
is, month by month, punctually to pay-the Revenue of Government, . agreeable to 


the ſettlement, the Kiſtbundy of which has been delivered into the office, under his 


own and his Paiſhcar's ſignature. He is not to collect from the Ryots the articles of 
Derymangum, Soad Batta and other Aboabs. He is to make the collections on the 
Af and Aboab allowed by Government up to the end of the year 1183, excluſive of 


which he is to take nothing more. He is not to collect from the Ryots the balances of 


the years during the former management, but in caſes where Government direct it. He 
is to realize ſuch undiſputed balances as the preceding Farmer may, in the preſence of 
any Ryots, eſtabliſh to be due by them; the amount of which he is to pay in when- 
ever he may be directed. He is not, without the orders of Government, to reſume 
any gardens or tanks, or any lands known under the denomination of Dewittur, Bur- 
muttur, Mohutran, Aima, Mudud-maſh, Piran, Fackeerau, Lakherage, and Dehaat 
Aſfteemrar; neither is he to make any new grants without the Sunnud of Government. 
He is, in the uſual manner, to make the Poolbindy within his own limits; and if he 
be therein neglectful, he is to know himſelf to be anſwerable for whatever 3 may 


thereby be occaſioned. He is to be careful of the guard and protection of the high- | 
ways within his limits, that travellers and paſſengers may continue to paſs and repaſs 


with confidence and ſafety, He is not to harbour any thieves or robbers within his 


boundary. If (which God forbid) the property of any perſon ſhould be ſtolen or 


plundered, be is to produce the perſons of the thieyes or robbers, together with the 
property, which he is to cauſe to be returned to the owner, and theſe delinquents 
ro be delivered up to Government. The Bazee Jumma and Morocha, &c. having 

been 
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deen prohibited by Government, and deducted in the former ſettlement, he is not to 
collect theſe articles from the Ryots. Additional clauſes in the counter part or obliga- 
tion of the Zemindar, called Mauchuica: © He is to give receipts for the reſpective 
Kiſts paid by the Ryots ; together with an annual one on the adjuſtment cf accounts 
at the end of the year. He is not to take either Nuzzar, Selamy, or Tewary from 
the Ryots; neither is he to give ſuch to any perſon,” In caſe of his Revenue fail- 


ing in balance, he is to cauſe to be ſold an equivalent portion of his Zemindary, to 


pay up the arrears to Government. 


"int by order of the Honourable the Governor-General and Council of the Revenue. 


Khalſa, Sept. 2, 1777 (Signed) | 
G. G. DUCAREL, Superintendant Khalſa Records. 


RE W 


THE form of the above inftrument, called the Bundebu/ty Sunnud, which hath been 
fince in uſe, and deviſed, perhaps, as a ſubſtitute for that of a proper Dewanny Sun- 
nud, ſoon after the miſunderſtanding took place between the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, and the Government of Bengal, however correſponding with the latter in 
many eſſential points, yet differs from it in others of at leaſt equal importance, ſome 
of the particulars of which it may not be improper here hriefly to enumerate. 


iſt, The term of the Bundobu/ly Sunnud, being only for the annual ſettlement of 

the Revenue, this writ was to be renewed accordingly every year; and the Zemindar or 
Farmer, contracting for the amount of Revenue-rents expected to be collected, was ſub- 
ject on every ſuch occaſion to the payment of a ſmall perquiſite, called Aumil Namah 
fees to the Secretary, inſtead of the Peſhcuſh, &c. required on granting Dewanny Sun- 
nuds, and which, on an average of the yearly receipts from this contingent ſource 
of public income,. amounted- formerly to between five and fix. lacks of rupees 
annually, 


2d. The addreſs of the Bundebufty Sunnud is to the Zemindar alone, in whoſe fa- 
vour it may be iſſued, inſtead of, to other Zemindars of inferior degree, Canongoes, 


Moccuddims, and Ryots, within the diſtrict where the writ is to have operation, as 
Q well! 
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well to all officers of the Exchequer, according to the formal authoritative terms of 
the proper Dewaniy grant. 


3d. Omiſſion of the eſſential deſcriptive word Khidmut, or effice, applicable to the 
Zemindary tenure and employment, though held but for the period of a year; as alſo 
omiſſion of all the forms required on the back of the Dewanny Sunnud, te eſtabliſh the 
authenticity and validity of the grant, particularly the Zymn, which is ever indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary to aſcertain the extent and boundaries of the juriſdiction of the Zemin- 
dar, and determine the Auſil Fumma, or amount of old valued rent, in the two 
great ſubdiviſions of JIageer and Khalſa, and which amount is the original neceſſary 
foundaticn of all ſubſequent Abeabs, or aſſeſſments; levied on the lands of Bengal. 


4th. Superſeding the legal prerogative. and advantages of the Soubadar, or Na- 
zim, in being a party concerned in the appointment of Zemindars, which in right and 
policy ought not to be done while any of the forms of the Mogul conſtitution are ad- 
hered to; conſidering him the ſuperior of criminal juſtice, and a very uſeful check 
on the Dewanny officers in the proper choice of Zemindars, who, with the manage 


ment of the Revenues, are veſted with the authority of Magiſtrates in their reſpecti ve 


juriſdictions, 


5th. Total omiſſion of the important clauſe in the proper Dewanny Sunnud, or- 
dering the grantee's allowances, with all the other charges of the Zemindary, to be 
deducted from the annual collections; or, which amounts to the ſame thing in Ben- 
gal, where the demands of Government have been limited to the eſtabliſhed Auſil and 
Aboab, directing a deduction to be made of the Mu/crorat, or compromiſe for ſuch 
charges under the heads of Nancar, &c. a clauſe which ſtrongly marks the relative 
ſituation of theſe farming official land-holders, called Zemindars, Chowdries, &c. 


6th. The prohibition of reſuming lands under the denomination of Dewutter, Bir- 
mootrer, Mohuteran, which ave the tands, in fact, that have been illegally alienated 
by the Zemindars themſelves from the Khalſa and Jageer territory, owing to the cor- 
ruption or colluſion of native officers, and want of particular local knowledge in their 
ſuperintendants; and which, under the Mogut conſtitution, if it had been poſſible fo 


to alienate known, deſcribed lands affefled for rent to the Exchequer, would have 


been inſtantly reſumed. But a reſumption of the Aimab, Auddid-Majh, &c. being 
the proper charitable grants of land from the Mogul Government, could not with 
impunity be even attempted by a Hindoo Zemindar, 


4th. Omiſſion of the clauſe enjoining the delivery of all the requiſite papers, or 
accounts of the diſtrict under the Zemindars and Canongoes fignatures ; and inſtead of 
be latter's official counter-ſignature to the Kiſtbundy ſettlement; requiring this to be 
2 done 
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done by the Pafſbcar, or proper immediate ſervant of the Zemindar himſelf, whoſe 
writings, in every inſtance, were intended by the Dewanny Sunnud to be checked by 
the Canon zoe, as his independent OS and in all matters relative to the Revenue 


Adminiſtrations 


8th. The new and moſt important of all the clauſes peculiar to the Bundobuſty 
Sunnud is, namely, “ that he (the Zemindar) is t make the collections on the AUS1IL and 
ABO AB, allowed by GOVERNMENT (Circar) up to the end of 1183 (April 1777.) Now | 


the amount of the Aufi (original) or Doomſday valuation of the proper Soubah of 


Bengal is known, and univerſally admitted, to be about aue krore and forty lacks, and 
the Aboabs, or aſſeſſments in twelve articles, proportioned to, and ſuperadded to the 
Auſil, by ſucceſſively acknowledged legal, efficient Governments, in a long indefinite 
period of time, down to the moment of the Company's acquiring the Dewanny Admi- 
nitration, are ſtated at about one krore and eighteen lacks more, making together the 


ſum of about two krore /ixty lacks of Sicca ruppees, as the entire eſtabliſhed Revenue of 


the Soubah in 1765, liable to a deduction of Muſcoorat, or compromiſed charges of Ze- 
mindary management, to the amount of no more than between four and five lacks of 
rupees. The particulars of this ſtatement have been exhibited in great detail in the 
Analy/is of the Bengal finances, and in a comparative view of the actually eſtabliſhed 
aſſeſſment of that country in 1765 and 1784; both tracts being drawn out by the 
author of the preſent Inquiry for the conſideration of the Company. Theſe ſtand, 
not only uncontroverted, but have, in fact, been proved or admitted in the whole, 


or in every inftance brought forward to be ſpecially diſcuſſed. Whereas the amount 


of the Aufil and Aboab, making the total of the Company's neat ordinary aſſeſſment in 
1777, for the whole Soubah of Bengal, was at leaſt one &rore of rupees Hort of 
that ſtated in the year 1765, though, in truth, the relative proportion of theſe two 
diminiſhed ſources of Revenue to each other continued much the ſame. 


It is to be obſerved at the ſame time, that the Zemindars and Farmers are re- 
ſtricted to the Auſil and Aboab allowed by Government. But the word Government, 
which is ufually rendered Circar, in the technical language of the Exchequer, ap- 
plies to all former Governments, as well as the Company's, which could not, indeed, 
in this inſtance, be at all meant; for the Company never authoriſed expreſſſy any 
Aboabs, becauſe the particulars of thoſe exiſting had never come before them, nor 


in any ſhape made known to their repreſentatives abroad, except on the bare vague 


aſſertion of M. R. Khan, that they were altogether conſolidated with the Auſil 
Jumma, in the firſt Bundobuſt, or ſettlement of the Revenues, after the acquiſi- 
tion of the Dewanny in 1765; which was made the baſis of all ſubſequent agreements 


for the annual public income; conſequently the Zemindars and Farmers of ſufficient 


Tocal intelligence, with influence, were at liberty to put their own conſtruction on 


= words Au/il and Aboab, allowed by Government; and were thereby virtually autho- 
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riſed to extend their exactious to the true neat ſtandard of legal aſſeſſinent of n 
hundred and fifty lacks, found eſtabliſhed to the year 1765, but not, in any reſpect, 
obliged to adhere to the fallacious inadequate one impoſed on the Company from that 
time forward, to the period in queſtion (1777.) Nor need it, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances of financial management, be any matter of ſurprize, if the Zemindar of ſuch an 
unweildy, internally unknown, extenſive diſtrict, as Rajeſhahi, or the ſingle Farm: 
of ſuch extenſive, rich, and populous provinces, as Rungpoor and Denajepoor, 


ſhould be detected in levying large and unheard-of Aboabs or aſſeſſinents in addition 


to the collections accounted for to the Company; or, that unprincipled Magi 
man or Hindoo Dewanny Naibs, having, in fact, the ſole uncontrouled executive 
financial Adminiſtration, not only of ſuch provinces, but of whole Soubahs or king- 
doms, yielding five or {1x millions ſterling yearly Revenue-rent, ſhould be accuſed of 
great defalcations, or of having amaſſed the ill-gotten wealth of a few millions, in 
many years ſucceſſive Motuſhl management. 


th. The introduction of a novel unconſtitutional clauſe in the preſent form of 
Muchulca, or obligation of the Zemindar, which ſhould be the exact counterpart of 
the Sunnud, is another very material difference between the Bundabuſiy and former 
Dewanny deed. The clauſe ſtipulates, that in cafe of his Revenue failing in balance, he 
is to cauſe to be fold an equivalent portion of his Zemindary, to pay up the arrears to Go- 
wvernment. This, in fact, has been done in many caſes; but what has been the con- 


. ſequence? In every inſtance a diſcovery, that diſtricts rated for their quota of the 


Company's actual diminiſhed rental, yielded infinitely. more than their proportion of 
the larger aſſeſſment before the Dewanny acquiſition. The Zemindary of Rajeſhahi, 
particularly where the greateſt internal derangement of the finances has prevailed of 
late years, affords the moſt {triking and recent proofs of this fact. Have then all the 
arrears of Revenue-rent in that, and all the other diſtricts of Bengal, been fully 
liquidated by ſuch, or any other means, from the year 1777, when the regulation of 
ſelling portions of Zemindaries firft took place? Or, has the aſſeſſment ever ſince 
been continued at a higher rate than formerly, and ſo exorbitantly large in proportion 
to the actual capacity of the country, that it would be unjuſt to enforce ſuch a re- 
gulation? Quite the reverſe, The aſſeſſment in 1777, taken on a three or four 
year's medium of former actual receipts, was very conſiderably reduced, and has con- 
tinued to the preſent day at the ſame low ſtandard, with little variation, At the 
ſame time balances of Revenue, really irrecoverable, haye been incurred in the ſame 
period throughout Bengal, at leaſt to the amount of oe million flerling ;., while the 
country, ſo far from being impoveriſhed, pays now at leaſt, one hatf million yearly 
for the article of /alt, in addition, incontrovertibly, to the higheſt. aſſeſſinent of the 
Company, and as certainly, in addition to the higher eſtabliſhed exactions of the na- 
tive Government, to the moment of Kritiſh Dewanny Adminiſtration. But what 


zuuſt be thought truly lamentable is, that this laſt additional burden falls entirely 
| on 
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on the poor peaſantry, who are already oppreſſed by the illegal demands of the Ze. 
mindars and Farmers, over and above their proportions of the aſſeſſment, levied molt 
probably in all, but undoubtedly in many diſtricts of Bengal, in the whole of ws 
krores and a half, as eſtabliſhed in 1705; ; and when the difference of a million ſter- 
ling, between that and the diminiſhed aſſeſſment of the preſent time, may be fairly 
traced through unaccountable defalcations, embezzlement, or unneceſſary charges, to 
the ſtill-exiſting ſources of Revenue, from whence the overplus is derived. It may be 
aſked then, What are to be the means for realizing the future ſettlement of ten years, 
which never was meant to be lefs than the ftandard of 1777* Why truly the fale of 
Zemindaries, though hitherto proved to be inadequate, under fimilar circumſtances of 
a really fixed, and the, loweſt poſſible aſſeſſment, to anſwer the ordinary wants of a 
peace eſtabliſhment, liable every inſtant to be changed for that of expenſive war, 
without any of the means of defraying extraordinary charges, 


Londen, ay 15, 1790. 
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